
Joyful Disciple Living the Faith! Page 1

Joyful Disciples Living the Faith! - August 2013

Double Thanks from the Social Outreach 
Team…for the Clothing Drive and Giving 
Tree Responses

June and July may be summer months, "when the livin' 
is easy," but the outreach ministry of the disciples at 
Prince of Peace didn't slow down. You continued to 
respond with gusto and generosity to the Rescue Mis-
sion Clothing Drive in June and the Christmas in July 
Giving Tree in (obviously) July. Thank you so much!

The Church House living room was filled to over-
flowing with boxes and bags of clothing, household 
items, stuffed toys, and other items when the Rescue 
Mission truck arrived the first week in July to gather the 
donations. In a cooperative venture sponsored by 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church during the month of June, these items 
were collected and stored for the Rescue Mission to 
pick up in early July. Prince of Peace will serve as the 
collection point for such donations again during the 
month of October, so start collecting soon.

In addition, both Lutheran Social Ministries of New 
Jersey (LSM/NJ) and HomeFront were most grateful 
for the items they received from the Christmas in July 
Giving Tree. Backpacks and school supplies were gath-
ered for children and youth served by LSM/NJ, and lay-
ette items and diapers were collected for families at 
HomeFront. Again, the donations were plentiful!

The Rescue Mission, LSM/NJ, and HomeFront, 
along with Thrivent and the PoP Social Outreach 
Team thank you immensely for your part in these 
aspects of ministry. The Social Outreach Team also 
thanks Miah Crossen for her creativity, art skills, and 
time in designing and preparing the poster for the 
Christmas in July Tree.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the local 
directory the council put together for the Froehlke fam-
ily. It is sixteen pages long! 

We have run off some extra copies; please let Kathy 
Nowak know if you would like one (609-799-1753 
or kathynowak@popnj.org). There are many helpful 
referrals in the booklet that might be useful not only to 
PoPers but to neighbors and friends, especially people 
new to the neighborhood.

Summer Schedule Continues 
through September 1

Sunday Service, 9:30 a.m. 

followed by Fellowship 
in the Gathering Area

Join Us!!!

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Princeton Junction, New  Jersey
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Your New Pastor is Here

As I prepare for my first church council meeting I included in my pastor reflections 
words from the ancient German mystic Meister Eckhardt, “if my only prayer was thank 
you that would be enough.” I continued sharing the following with the Council: 

In my first weeks of ministry at Prince of Peace I repeat this prayer of thanks.  I 
knew accepting the call to serve Prince of Peace would be a huge transition for 
me and my family, a transition that continues to work itself out. It has been an 
exercise in faith as Dale and I have placed the process in God’s hands. I have 
been inspired seeing the process fall into place. I am thankful first to the people of Zion who have 
been only gracious and supportive in our departure. Secondly I lift up you, the people of Prince of 
Peace, for your warm embrace and hearty welcome. The congregation continues to be of support in 
this transition. I am just beginning to meet and know the people of this congregation, but the one 
observation I can already make is the love you share for each other and the church. There is a spirit 
of joy in this place and I feel privileged to continue my ministry with this call to Prince of Peace. So 
my prayer is thank you. I look forward to the months and years ahead.

As I live in to these first weeks I share some basic information you will find helpful.  

I am in the office Tuesday through Friday (my day off is Monday, which I honor faithfully). I am here consistently  
through the morning hours, and often through the afternoon. Please feel free to drop in. I welcome the opportunity to 
meet with you. I also am available through phone, text, and email:        

609-785-5366 (Home) 908-797-7339 (Mobile) pastorfroehlke@gmail.com (email)

In pastoral emergencies please contact me any time. If you or a family member is hospitalized please contact me or 
the church office.  

I also am available for pastoral counseling. Please know that I am available and that I value engaging with the 
people of the congregation I serve.  

Know that your new pastor is here.  

In Christ’s Service

Pastor Froehlke

Council Clippings

The July Council meeting was held on Tuesday July 16 at 7:30 p.m.

Highlights included:

 Council welcomed Pr. Froehlke to his first of many Council meetings;

 Eric Jorgensen, Treasurer, reported that Prince of Peace remains in a strong financial position thanks to the 
continued strong trends in giving and lower than anticipated expenses;

 Council discussed the formation of an Audit Team to review the financial records of PoP, which is the standard 
practice in the Synod and required by our bylaws;

 Council reviewed a report from the Property team, and discussed several issues including security, signage, and 
maintenance;

 Council expressed their thanks to Lois Case and the many others who worked with her for the fantastic job they 
did landscaping in front of the church and arranging for carpeting/painting in our office area;

The next Council meeting is Tuesday August 13 at 7:30 p.m. All PoP disciples are welcome to attend.

Bob Durie, Council President



Joyful Disciple Living the Faith! Page 3

A tradition of singing…

Have you ever wondered why we, as worshippers in a Lutheran church, 
sing so many hymns? Or, have you ever wondered why there are so many 
verses to hymns? As a musician, I really look forward to the parts of the 
worship service where I can be active in responding to the day’s message 
by singing. To answer these questions, though, we can find some answers 
in the life and leadership of Martin Luther.

Luther regarded music as a crucial instrument to communicate the Gospel 
and the Reformation message. Luther wasn’t only a competent singer, 

hymn writer and composer, but he also strongly believed that music was an ideal way to come, know, and 
proclaim the mystery of God. Luther particularly valued the combination of music and message, the 
‘singing, preaching and praising of God’s grace and mercy.’ As a result, the deliberate promotion of music 
and music-making became a central part of Luther’s Reformation.

In a letter about a decade into the Reformation, Luther referenced the fact that the original Psalmists had 
been the first to grasp the importance of music as a means to communicate an understanding of God. He 
wrote: ‘they attached their theology not to geometry, nor to arithmetic, nor to astronomy, but to music, 
speaking the truth through psalms and hymns.’ Luther believed that the capacity of music to communicate 
something essential about the nature, being and work of God was not restricted to ancient Israel at the time 
of the psalm writers, but was universal. Music can communicate theological truth in every age and nation.

As the Reformation became more prominent, a large number of new hymns and spiritual songs were com-
posed and adapted for the new faith movement. The style of the hymns bore the mark of the classical vocal 
style of the era, which is why Lutheran hymns are typically written for massed (or multiple part) singing…
in contrast to the single-lined Catholic chants that had been cultivated centuries previously. And, since the 
active singing of music was encouraged by Reformation leaders…and because many of the congregants were illiter-
ate, many verses were crafted to the familiar hymn tunes in order that a congregant could more easily learn entire 
Biblical stories and receive better context for major theological themes. If I’m not mistaken, the hymn ‘Salvation 
Unto Us Has Come’ has at least 10 original verses (probably more).

In the singing of hymns, we actively participate in worship. It is a traditional and central part of a Lutheran service. 
We join together as a united body of believers and profess our faith through a powerful and emotional medium. So, 
the next time you’re in worship and think “Why are we singing all the verses?” picture yourself as a worshipper in 
Wittenberg in the 16th century, responding to God’s message through music. These hymns not only connect us to 
God, but they connect us to many generations of Christians who have professed their faith in the same way.

Peace,

Doug 

Summer Music 
Ensemble Schedule

August 4 Fernandez-Gumert family

August 11 Lisa Schott

August 18 TBA

August 25 TBA

8:30 11:00 Total Offering

June 16 90 $4,251

June 23 83 $6,430

June 30 88 $4,980

July 14 119 $5,574

July 7 128 $7,338

Worship at PoP
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Book Group

The Book Group meets at 7:30 p.m. on the second Thursday of each month unless otherwise no ted.  
We welcome new members at any time. Please call Phyllis Church at 799-1793 with any 
questions.

August: Please note that the book group does not meet in August

September 12 - At Bente Ott's home at 47 Gordon Way, Princeton, NJ 08540. Please RSVP to 683-8363 
or benteott@gmail.com

The Art of Hearing Heartbeats by Jan-Philipp Sendker

When her father disappears shortly after her graduation from law school, Julia and her mother are bewil-
dered. Years later they find an unmailed love letter to a Burmese woman named Mi Mi. Intent on solving 
the mystery and coming to terms with her father's past, Julia decides to travel to Burma to the village 
where Mi Mi lived. A poignant love story.

Vacation Bible School is Almost Here

VBS will run from August 5-9 from 9 a.m.-12 noon each day. We accept all kids 
ages 3 (and potty trained) through grade 6. Our theme this year is "Athens."

Many volunteers are needed to make this a success, so please contact Megan 
Peterson at 609-918-1141 or mlss199@yahoo.com to volunteer! We need someone 
to head crafts, snacks, music and to serve as a preschool teacher.

Graduation Day at CTC!

On Friday, June 14, the Cherry Tree Club held its annual graduation ceremony. 
Family and friends were invited to come and witness a joyous celebration that 
featured songs and skits by the children, and the awarding of diplomas to all the 
kids who ended the year with the program. New this year, the CTC teachers 
presented each child with a personal “award.” The day ended with a wonderful 
reception for all. Congratulations to all the children who are either heading off 
to kindergarten or continuing their preschool education!

The children who are going off to kindergarten in the fall introduce themselves.

Tyreek got the “Mr. Super 
Smile” award for having a 

great smile! 
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Recipients of Our Social Outreach Local Benevolence Dollars: 
Mercer Street Friends Food Bank 
Sixth in a Series of Articles

Mission: Mercer Street Friends provides compassionate and practical solutions to the problems of poverty 
and health in Mercer County.

Values: A Quaker-affiliated, nonsectarian organization, Mercer Street Friend's promotes the values of tol-
erance, equality of all people, social justice and nonviolent resolution of conflict. It is dedicated to uplift-
ing the community by providing a range of social services that nurture self worth, independence, commu-
nity and quality of life for children, young people, adults and the elderly and disabled.

The rich history of Mercer Street Friends dates back to 1679, a time when Trenton was known as "The 
Falls" and a man named Mahlon Stacy established the Chesterfield Monthly Meeting which included 
the Friends from Crosswicks and Trenton. In 1687, Quakers organized the first local charity, which as-
sisted Friends who had met misfortune. Please read more about the interesting history of Mercer Street 
Friends on their website listed at the end of this article.

Mercer Street Friends supplies over 2.5 million pounds of food to more than 60 organizations in Mercer 
County, including Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK), Homefront, Crisis Ministry and the Rescue Mis-
sion of Trenton. This effort feeds over 25,000 people at risk for hunger. The "Send Hunger Packing" pro-
gram provides 250 children with backpacks full of nutritious food for weekends and school breaks, when 
these children have no access to school breakfast and lunch programs.

Since 1987, Mercer Street Friends Food Bank has been leading the community response to hunger in 
Mercer County. The food bank originated with one goal in mind: to link donated food to people in 
need. Their efficient and effective food donation and distribution system is a vital community link ensur-
ing that people in need can access free groceries and wholesome meals from a charitable food provider in 
their neighborhood.

At a glance.......they feed the hungry, care for the sick and elderly through a full range of home-care ser-
vices, and strengthen families and communities through education, employment support and parent train-
ing. They provide a pre-school program for 90 children, and their Children and Youth division works to 
keep at-risk youth in school and out of gangs. Their latest project, the West Ward Alliance, is an initiative 
to harness the potential for transformation within a community, by giving training, motivation and support 
to the people within that community.

Please visit the Mercer Street Friends website for more details 
and information about all the programs, opportunities and 
wonderful work being done to serve our neighbors, communi-
ties and county.

Mercer Street Friends Food Bank
824 Silvia Street
Ewing, NJ  08628
609-406-0503
E-mail: foodbankinfo@mercerstreetfriends.org

Good Stewardship News …

Remember that $80,000 budget deficit projected back in January? At this point, it looks as if our budget deficit will 
likely not be this large. In fact, optimistic crystal ball guesses put the deficit at closer to $20,000. This is, of course, 
still higher than ideal, and, especially during the summer, with many out of town, it is important that we all keep up 
our pledged giving.

While most expenses are running close to what was projected, pastoral expenses have been lower than projected be-
cause the budget assumed a full-time pastor for nine months rather than six. 

Thanks be to God for Prince of Peace's continued support for the ministries of the church.
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Please pray for the following people and situations:

…reasons to give thanks
for the marriage of Raj Jalli and Tejaswi Tadigiri 
for Kristina Moore’s completion of her PhD in Social 
Psychology of Sport and Physical Activity from the 
University of Northern Colorado
for the ministry of the Cherry Tree Club (preschool for 
area homeless children)

…for those who grieve
family and friends of George Bender (father of Janet Lutz)

...for those who are ill or hospitalized
George Anderson (friend of Cathie Balgowan)
John Small (friend of Janice & Jim Kisthardt)
Marty Chiang (Zuccarello)
Bob New (David’s brother)
Rosary Gaffney-White (friend of Cathie Balgowan)
Marjorie Beyer (friend of Megan Peterson)
Martin Kuttesch (brother of Martha Winder)
Ruth Bromberg (Grandmother of Steve)
Nancy Baran (mother of Elizabeth Wagner)
Christopher Balgowan (grandson of Cathie)
Michael Hanley (cousin of Patty Schoppe)
Anastasia (Brandi Hebert)
Ron Cole (nephew of David New)
Aaron Thompson (friend of the Waaben family)
Frances Kaminski (mother of Wayne Kaminski)
Jennifer Pharris and Holly McCollam (friends of Brandi 
Hebert)
Daphne Clausen (girlfriend of Scott Reierson)
Erika Rapela (mother of Megan Petterson’s friend)
Jimmy Hamilton (friend of Ellie Crawford)
Joseph Kovarcik (Kathy Marrolli’s dad)
Linda McGurl (friend of Megan Peterson)
Glenn Grotz              
Marilyn Hyncik (friend of Cathy Zuccarello)
Elisa Matthes (friend of Zuccarellos)
Darrin Flynn (friend of Nancy Reyes)
Anne Pitts (grandmother of Lynn Gumert)

…others for whom we should pray
Anne and Henry Owens (Lynn Gumert’s mother and her 
husband)
Jayasri (sister of Raj Jalli)
Parents of Raj Jalli
Karl Wethe and family (son of Barb and Chris)
Winnie Dentini (Aunt of Joe Zuccarello)
Linda Hahn (friend of Martha and Jim Winder)
Theresa Walts and family (Hebert)
Jim Kisthardt

Caroline Grotz
Irene (colleague of Megan Peterson)
Krissy Small (friend of Jim and Janice Kisthardt) 
Jennifer Krehel
Clara Fernandez-Gumert
Vicki Smith (Brandi Hebert’s mom)
Ruthie Howard (Brandi Hebert’s aunt)
Al Wilson (Janis Haddock’s father)
Chuck (a local resident)
Mary Latter (friend of Lisa Schott)
Schuler Family (Hebert)
Mary Maglio (mother-in-law of Tim Gjenvick)
Daniel Matthews (Brandi Hebert’s grandfather)
JT Schoppe
Leigh Godich
Catherine Blackwell (Cathy Zuccarello’s mother)
Mary Zuccarello (Joe’s mother)
Thema and Bill Manners (Aunt and Uncle of Cathy 
Zuccarello)
Dorothy Auer (aunt of Nancy Reyes)
Karen Foltz (stepmother of Lori Fabian)
Joyce Foltz (mother of Lori Fabian)

all the unemployed and the underemployed
all who struggle with addictions and all who seek to help 
them
all who serve in the Armed Forces and their loved ones 
all those who travel

Prayer
Holy God, our Redeemer and Lord, you are the source of 
all truth and hope. We pray that, through your Spirit, you 
grant us understanding of your will, that we might bear 
fruit in every good work and live a life worthy of you. We 
ask that you strengthen all those in need, giving them 
patience, endurance, and comfort through the assurance 
of your unfailing love. In the name of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, we pray, Amen. 

I tell you to pray for all people, asking God for what they 
need and being thankful to God.  1 Timothy 2:1

Trenton Area Soup Kitchen

Need of the Month 

Brings items to the collection basket 
in the entry way to the Gathering Area.

Men’s Disposable Razors
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Circle of 
LifeHappy August!

2 Kathryn Mackey
4 Kristina Marshall
4 Jonathan New
5 Lynn Lewis
5 Marilyn Zonis
6 Adam Lee
6 Michelle Marshall
6 Cathy Zuccarello
9 Patricia Singley
10 Bob George
11 Shin Sawada
11 Gail Somers

13 Don Favre
16 Kathryn Zuccarello
18 Rian Stehnicky
20 Megan Moritz
21 Aidan Filippone
24 Jessica Fidler
25 John Brase
25 Allison Safranek
28 Bailey Mertz
30 Ricarda Froehlich
30 JJ Lee

Prince of Peace Family

4    Roger & Ginny Moore
8 Phyllis & John Church
9 Ted & Katie Wells
10 Peter and Dale Froehlke
19   Steve & Melody Bromberg
25   Joe & Sharon Gonzalez

5 Joshua Newman
6 Kathy Morris
6 Ava Sawada
8 Christopher Campbell
13 Madeleine Wren
17 John Waaben
19 Alexandra Wren

20 Cherie Gu
20 Jessie Gu
25 Madeline Day
30 Troy Johnson
31 Thomas Durie
31 Andrew Luczak
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HIGHLIGHTS
A Word from the Pastor p. 2
Council Clippings p. 2
Music Schedule p. 3
Book Group p. 4
Cherry Tree Club Graduation p. 4
Stewardship p. 6
Social Outreach p. 5
Stewardship p. 5
Prayer Requests p. 6
Circle of Life p. 7
Calendar     Insert

Deadline for September - August 13

Tidings of Peace Editor, Lynn Gumert
lynngumert@verizon.net

The People of Prince of Peace,  Disciples 

Rev. Peter Froehlke , Pastor
Dr. Doug Helvering, Minister of Music
Victoria Chow, Church Musician
Kathy Nowak, Parish Administrator 
Wendy Schutzer, Cherry Tree Club Director
Eric Jorgensen, Treasurer
Dorothy Safranek, Financial Secretary

Congregation Council
Bob Durie, President
Steve Bromberg, Vice President  
David New, Secretary   

Lois Case
Jean Gunkel
Brandi Hebert
Nicole Luczak

Kathy  Morris
Jon New
Peter Perkuhn
Newman Wilson

177 Princeton-Hightstown Road
Princeton Junction, New  Jersey  08550

Church Office:      (609)799-1753
Fax: (609)799-0958
E-Mail: info2@popnj.org
Web Site: www.popnj.org

Office Hours: Monday-Friday
9:00 AM - Noon,   June 10 - Aug. 30

Worship: 9:30 AM,  June 9 - Sept. 1, 2013     

Joyful Disciples Living the Faith!


