December 2019

Worship in December
Sunday Morning Worship at 9:30 am

Sunday, December 1
First Sunday of Advent
We Are Marching in the Light of God

Sunday, December 8
Second Sunday of Advent
And a Li3le Child Shall Lead

Sunday, December 15
Third Sunday of Advent
The Desert Shall Rejoice & Blossom

Sunday, December 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent
They Shall Name Him Emmanuel

Tuesday, December 24
Christmas Eve

Wednesday, December 25
Christmas Day

Sunday, December 29
First Sunday of Christmas
Christmas Through Lessons & Carols

December 2
CommuniDes of Light

December 2 & 9
SDtchers

December 4 & 11
Midweek Advent Service

December 7
La Convivencia Day of Service

December 12
Book Group Christmas Party

December 18
Service of Hope & Healing

Leaving Room for Surprise
I'll be honest. I am woefully unprepared for Advent. I like
to choose themes for each Sunday in Advent. That hasn't
happened. Some years our synod holds a ‘preaching in
Advent’ workshop. That hasn't happened. I like to choose the
candle lighHng ritual for worship and the candle lighters. That
hasn't happened.
Usually I have the week following Thanksgiving to address
some of these concerns, but this year Advent 1 is
Thanksgiving weekend, with a very short week to prepare.
A few years back I remember a suggesHon to move Advent
to November. We could plan it out before the holidays, and
start celebraHng Christmas on December 1st like everyone
else. I didn't like the suggesHon then, and I don't like it now;
however, would I feel beNer prepared if this was the case?
I wonder, though, if my unpreparedness might be faithful
to the season? APer all, the Gospel of MaNhew tells us that
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. About the
day and hour no one knows. There's a thread of surprise
running through the Gospels about Christ's return. We will
never be totally prepared.
I'll be ready for Advent come December 1st. But I don't
want to lose the element of surprise. SomeHmes God works
in spite of the best laid plans.
— Pastor Froehlke

Tidings, the newsleNer of Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, is published monthly. ArHcles, story ideas, and
comments can be emailed to loismcase@gmail.com.
Deadline for the September issue is Sunday, December 22

Staff and Officers of Prince of Peace
Rev. Peter Froehlke, Pastor
Rev. Dale Selover, Director of The House Next Door
Dr. Doug Helvering, Minister of Music
Kathy Nowak, Parish Administrator
Dorothy Safranek, Financial Secretary

Christmas Eve Worship — 7:30 pm
Christmas Day Worship — 9:30 am

Congregational Council
Elizabeth Wagner (President)
Nancy Durie (Vice President)
Rich Carlson
David Case
Kim ConHni
Mary Ellen Glickson
David Jeedi
MarHn Rexroad
Wendy Schutzer
Sabrina Teekah
David New, Secretary (non-voHng)

See page 6 for Poinse<a Order Form.
Orders due by December 14.
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December Events
Joyful Stitchers in December
Joyful SHtchers are ﬁnishing up our project
creaHng hand-kniNed and crocheted hats, scarves,
and gloves for the women and men served by the
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen.

The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it. — John 1:5

The ﬁnal deadline for this project is at our
meeHng on December 9th at 1:00 in the church
lounge. APer that, we’ll be taking a break from
regular Monday meeHngs unHl January 6th, when
we’ll meet at 6:30.

This Advent Prince of Peace will be supporBng
the ministry of Womanspace. Womanspace helps
women, men and families who are impacted by
domesBc and sexual violence.

If you have an item to contribute, you can leave
it on the table by the basket of yarn in the
Gathering Area, or give it to one of the Joyful
SHtchers before December 9th. If you have any
quesHons, please contact Kate Chen at
kcmchen@comcast.net.

DomesHc violence and sexual assault have
much in common. Both are about power and
control, humiliaHon and dominance. The need to
address prevenHon of domesHc violence and
sexual assault is not just a women’s issue, and it is
not just an individual or family problem. Violence
against women is a human issue, and a social
problem. It is up to the community to take a stand
against abuse, hold abusers accountable for their
behavior, and protect vicHms.

As always, all are welcome at our meeHngs in
the lounge! Come to learn to knit or crochet or just
to chat!
Joyful SHtchers' schedule for Mondays in
December: December 2, 6:30; December 9, 1:00.

Throughout this Advent season Prince of
Peace and the House Next Door will be
supporBng the work of Womanspace with
prayers, oﬀerings, and parBcipaBon in
CommuniKes of Light.
During Sunday morning worship services we
will be praying for the work of Womanspace and
for all who are aﬀected by domesHc abuse and
sexual assault. Womanspace will also be the
recipient of our midweek Advent oﬀerings and our
Blue Christmas oﬀering. You are welcome to give
an oﬀering to Womanspace any Hme in the Advent
season. Please mark your giP accordingly and
place it in the oﬀering plate or mail it to the church
oﬃce.

Advent Midweek Services
December 4 & 11
Join us for an Advent candlelight prayer
service at 7:30 on December 4th and 11th. We
gather in the sanctuary for a quiet
contemplaHve worship around the Advent
Wreath.
Oﬀerings will beneﬁt Womanspace.

Womanspace CommuniKes of Light
Prince of Peace will also be parHcipaHng in
Womanspace’s CommuniDes of Light. On
December 2, streets throughout Mercer County
will be lined with candles — a powerful symbol of
hope for women, men, and children impacted by
domesHc violence, sexual assault, and human
traﬃcking in our community. CommuniDes of Light
also raises awareness of services available to help
and support vicHms. Prince of Peace and the
House Next Door will be lighHng up our porHon of
Princeton-Hightstown Road.

Do you or someone you know
need to talk to someone?
Please call the 24-hour Mercer County
Hotline for domesHc violence
and sexual assault crisis
assistance and informaHon
609-394-9000
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More December Events
A

A Day of Holiday Service

Book Group Christmas Party

Volunteer Opportunity December 7, 3 to 5 pm
Dutch Neck Presbyterian

Coming December 12
The Christmas party will begin at 6:30 pm
At the home of Anne Pa3erson
8 Greenﬁeld Drive South, Princeton JuncDon
RSVP to annepa3@a3.net or call 609=799-8849

Spread some holiday cheer by decoraHng
Holiday cookies, wriHng Holiday greeHng cards,
assembling hygiene kits, and wrapping children’s
books to beneﬁt Arm in Arm, TASK families, and
Children’s Hospital kids. A great family event for all
ages!

January 9
Location TBA

The Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict

Refreshments will be provided. Students can
earn community service hours.

Born of Jewish parents in
Vienna, Hedy Lamar aNempts
to escape the anH-SemiHsm
prevalent in Austria in the
period leading up to WW II by
marrying a wealthy muniHons
manufacturer. Her husband
proves intolerable and she
escapes to Hollywood but not
before she overhears talk of
weapons technology that she eventually passes on
to the Allies. She meets Louis B. Mayer, head of
MGM on the ocean liner to America and in Hme
becomes a glamorous movie star. A scienHst, as
well as a beauHful movie star, she is the coinventor of a U.S. patent for tracking submarine
torpedoes more accurately.

AcHviHes will include face painHng, music, and
craP acHviHes from diﬀerent faiths and cultural
tradiHons.
ParHcipants are encouraged to bring some
personal care items to the event. Through your
kind donaHons, together we can make a diﬀerence
in the lives of many.
To volunteer for the event, please ﬁll the
volunteer form at the site below:
hNps://forms.gle/S7mUugjGcn66fSHp7

Donations Requested for
Holiday Day of Service
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes
Razors, Shaving Cream
Shampoo & CondiDoner
LoDon & Bath Soap
Diapers & Baby Wipes
Children’s Books, ConstrucDon Paper
Crayons (small 4-6 packs), Non-toxic Markers
Coloring Books
Socks
Feminine Products

The Book Group meets the
second Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm.
New members are always welcome.
If interested, please contact Phyllis Church
609-799-0723 or p.church@mindspring.com

Service of Hope & Healing
Wednesday, December 18, 7:30
Optional Casserole Potluck at 6:30

DonaHons can be dropped oﬀ in the bin on the
front porch of The House Next Door.

The holiday season can be a Hme of grief and
heartache. If you, or someone you know, is
struggling this holiday season, consider coming
on December 18th. This is a community event, so
feel free to invite a friend.

The December DonaBon Requested
for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen is
Starkist Chicken or Tuna Salad
& Crackers
Please place donaDons in the
wooden box in the breezeway.
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Opportunities for Service
Advent Giving Tree and
Specific Gift Requests
From Children Served by LSM/NJ

Thrivent Project Proposals Underway
Do You Have More Ideas?
Two AcHon Team Project draPs are being
reviewed by Council and will be sent to Thrivent
ASAP. As soon as any are approved, Thrivent
members will be asked to consider designaHng
their 2019 Choice dollars toward the new shed for
the Peace Garden and House Next Door property
enhancement. Other members will be welcome to
contribute as well.

Advent, the Hme of preparaHon for the coming of
God's most precious giP, our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, brings us many opportuniHes to share giPs
with persons in need. The Social Outreach Team
again presents several.
The Advent Giving Tree and the list of 24
children's individual requests is in the Gathering
Area through December 15. The deadline for
gathering giPs, both from the Giving Tree and the
individual requests is Sunday, December 15. Delivery
to Lutheran Social Ministries of NJ (LSM/NJ) will be
Monday morning, December 16.
For the Giving Tree, simply remove a star or
stars, replace with a snowﬂake, purchase the giP(s),
and place (unwrapped) under the tree. Each star
names an item to share with someone, ranging in
age from infants through senior ciHzens, served by
LSM/NJ. You may return the star with the item, or
you may place it on your own tree. Special thanks to
Henry and Josephine DiSanH-Wagner for helping set
up the tree.
For the children's individual requests, select a
giP tag (or tags) with the child's name and number
on the front and the giP request, child's age, and
gender on the back, from the table in the Gathering
Area. Sign the sheet, pusng your name next to the
name of the child/children that you have chosen.
Purchase the giP(s) and return it/them unwrapped,
but in an open giP bag. ANach the giP tag idenHfying
the recipient to the bag or the giP. Place the bag on,
or under, the sign-up sheet table. Special thanks to
Susan Crossen for preparing the poster and giP tags.
Again, the deadline for receipt of all giUs is
Sunday, December 15.
Thank you so much for being a part of this giving,
giPing, sharing outreach ministry. As you have done
it to one of the least of them . . .
AppreciaHvely, the Social Outreach Team

So What Now?
1) Can you help design and/or build a platorm
on which to build the shed (from a kit) next spring?
Please contact Lois Case or Nancy Reyes asap if so!
2) These grants are being submiNed through
Nancy Reyes’s membership, but most Thrivent
members can easily do the same to help with just a
few minutes of your Hme. Apply to help support a
current project or get seed money to start a new
iniHaHve at our church and/or in the community.
The possibiliHes are endless! If you are willing to
consider submisng a grant, please contact
Elizabeth Wagner for other ideas.

WW Police Department Gathering
Contributions for Bark Drop 2019
The West Windsor Police Department is
collecHng pet food and care items for delivery to
local animal shelters. DonaHons need to be at the
Police Department (20 Municipal Drive) by
December 15. The items will be delivered by Elf
Team Six in a huge convoy, uHlizing the world
famous Paw Brigade.
A list of needed items can be found on the
House Next Door website: hNps://
www.facebook.com/HouseNextDoorNJ/
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Christmas Eve Parking

Mercer Street Friends Extends Thanks
Dear Pastor Froehlke,

If you've been to church this fall you know we
have lost our overﬂow parking underneath the
PSE&G power lines, which will be an issue on
Christmas Eve.

On behalf of the Mercer Street Friends, I extend
our heartelt appreciaHon to you and our friends at
Prince of Peace for organizing a Book Sale with the
funds intended for the children seeking the help of
the Send Hunger Packing Program in West
Windsor/Plainsboro.

Some have suggested holding two services to
lessen the crowds, but the staﬀ thought the
majority of people would sHll come to the service
when the choir sings, perhaps sHll causing the
issue we were trying to avoid.

This giP of $1055 enables us to provide and
distribute wholesome and nutriHous food staples
that will feed children in our community who
experience the pain and indignity of hunger.

So we will stay with one service at 7:30 and
are asking all who are able to park in the oﬃce
complex down the street where the church will
oﬀer a shuNle between the lot and the church.
We ask for your understanding and parHcipaHon.

The Send Hunger Packing program provides
food packs throughout the school year to ensure
that children who live in food insecure households
where there is liNle food to eat have meals over
the weekend.
With warm and Sincere Regards,
Brian Peterson
Manager of Community & Donor RelaHons

You'll receive more details as we get closer to
Christmas. Of course you could consider aNending
our Christmas Day service. We guarantee parking
Christmas morning!

2019 Christmas Poinsettia Order Form
Please comple e he informa ion belo o order a poinse ia for Prince of Peace s
Christmas Worship Room adornment.
Name________________________________________
I o ld like o con rib e

______ (#) plan s @ $10 each. (6 )
______ (#) plan s @ $20 each (8 )
______ (#) plan s @ $40 each (10 )

_____ Given in memory of ________________________________________
_____ Given in honor of __________________________________________
_____ Given in thanksgiving for ____________________________________
_____ Given to the Glory of God
!"#$"% %&'()# *$ +),-$# *. /$-$0*$" 142
Please make a check payable to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.
Plants may be picked up after the Christmas Day Service.
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Parish Care, December 2019
As Advent begins and we prepare for our Christmas Season . . .
During the Advent and Christmas seasons, we think of and spend Dme with our families.
Some members of our church family may appreciate a li3le extra care during this Dme.
If you are able to share a li3le Dme, make a call, deliver some holiday cheer,
assist a member with some holiday tasks, read a Bible story
or say a prayer with a member of our church family
please let the Parish Care Team know, we can provide details.

Care Notes
Care Notes are available in the gathering area.
Please Many thanks to Ginger Reierson for helping to
keep the display organized and current. And to Chris
Wethe for the ﬁnancial support of this project.

2020 Calendars Are Being Gathered
2020 Calendars are being gathered. We need to
deliver them to local senior living faciliHes in our
area. If you can help deliver them please let me
know.

Prayer Squares and Prayer Cards
Prayer Squares and Prayer Cards are in the
breezeway to share with others.

Advent Calendars For Young Adults
The Advent Calendars to our young adults are in
the mail.-Many thanks to the families that provided
us with addresses.
Sneak Peek
ValenBne Care Boxes (Yes, ValenBne!)
Mark Your 2020 Calendars Now

Current TransportaBon OpportuniBes
Rides needed during the week to appointments
and some local shopping: every Tuesday around
noon and a few other days during the month at
mutually convenient Hmes. Many thanks to those
who have been providing rides. If you can help with
rides, please let us know.

Our next big project is the annual shipment of
ValenHne Day Care Packages to young adults away at
school and in the military. Watch for the details in
the gathering area in January 2020.

SAVE the Date — Sunday, December 22
Caroling & Sing-along at Stonebridge
Plan on joining us and ChrisHan Ed as we go
caroling to Stonebridge at Montgomery Assisted
Living on Sunday, December 22 following worship
This will be a special treat for those that we visit. All
voices welcome and all ages welcome. Come spend
some Hme with your church friends and some of our
older friends in the community.
We will be decoraHng bookmarkers for our
caroling giPs. Watch for dates and Hmes to help with
this project.
Christmas cards will be out in the gathering area
to sign with a Merry Christmas message. We will
share these with all those that we sing with on
December 22.

We will need lots of donaHons - baked goodies,
school supplies, snacks, dollars for shipping and
current addresses to ﬁll and send our POP care
boxes. We are planning on ﬁlling about thirty boxes
this year. (Numbers may change as we gather
addresses.) Please check with us to make sure we
have a current year address for your young adult for
shipping. (When all are home for Christmas is a great
Hme to get an address). The deadline for gesng
addresses to us is January 20. Packing and shipping
will on February 3-4. Look for the details in the
gathering area.
New OpportuniBes — Phone Calls
We are looking for some folks willing to make a
few phone calls during the year — just to say Hi and
check in with our church family members.

Share Some Care
Martha Winder
maw14jpw@aol.com
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177 Princeton-Hightstown Road
Princeton JuncHon NJ 08550
Church Oﬃce:
609-799-1753
E-Mail
:
email@popnj.org
Website: popnj.org
Worship: Sunday, 9:30 am

Sunday Schedule
Worship at 9:30 am
EducaHon Hour at 10:45 am

Oﬃce Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 am to 2 pm

