March 2018

How God Confronts the Problem of Evil

Worship in March
Sunday Morning Worship at 9:30 am

Sunday, March 4
Third Sunday in Lent
The Ten Commandments

Sunday, March 11
Fourth Sunday in Lent
The Bronze Serpent

Sunday March 18
Fi7h Sunday in Lent
The New Covenant

Sunday March 25
Sunday of the Passion
Palm Sunday

I'd say I am a casual user of Facebook. I'm not one to change my proﬁle
frequently, unlike my wife. But I do like her latest update. It's not a picture,
but a poem.
Do not be dismayed by the brokenness of the world.
All things break. And all things can be mended.
Not with Eme, as they say, but with intenEon.
So go. Love intenEonally, extravagantly, uncondiEonally.
The broken world awaits in darkness for the light that is you.
— L.R. Knost
I tried to work this poem into last Sunday's sermon, but it just didn't ﬂow.
I preached about how God confronts evil. Remember, God's covenant with
Noah promised ‘never again.' Never would God send another ﬂood. We can
breathe a sigh of relief, I guess, yet this promise limits God's opPons for
dealing with evil. No longer able to confront evil from outside of the world,
God must now confront evil from within.
And here's where we enter the story. Now God depends on us. The life of
the ChrisPan is to confront evil, loving as Christ loves, one act at a Pme.
This is not easy.

March Events
March 8
Book Group

March 7, 14
Midweek Lenten
Services & Dinners
Wonderful Wednesdays

Holy Week Begins
March 25th
For Holy Week Schedule
see page 2

Daniel Ellsberg, who found fame leaking the Pentagon Papers (depicted in
the recent movie The Post), has a new book enPtled The Doomsday
Machine: Confessions of a Nuclear War Planner. I don't plan on reading the
book. I've read enough about the book to be scared. I thought we leY our
fears about nuclear winter back in the cold war, but Ellsberg warns that such
thinking is misplaced.
The problem of evil can overwhelm. It can easily lead to apathy, which
never ends well.
Lent is not a season to fan our fears, but it is an opportunity to take those
fears to the cross. The cross never skirts evil; it tackles evil. The wickedness
of the human heart is buried with Christ and leY behind in the resurrecPon.
But this is not a one and done event. Death and resurrecPon occur daily and
we are the parPcipants.
Detente might be beyond our ability, but Jesus never asks us to save the
world. He only asks us to love intenPonally, one act at a Pme. The broken
world awaits in darkness for the light that is you. It is how God confronts the
problem of evil.
— Pastor Froehlke

Holy Week Begins March 25
Holy Week is a drama meant to be experienced. Join us for worship.

Sunday March 25, 9:30 am
Palm Sunday
Procession of the Palms
Music from our Children
Thursday March 29, 7:30 pm
Maundy Thursday
Foot Washing, Holy Communion, Stripping of the Altar
Friday March 30, 7:30 pm
Good Friday
Tennebrae
Saturday March 31, 7:30 pm
Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 1, 9:30 am
Easter

Tidings, the newsle]er of Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, is published monthly. ArPcles, story ideas, and
comments can be emailed to loismcase@gmail.com.
Deadline for the March issue is Sunday, March 25
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Dorothy Safranek, Financial Secretary

The March DonaCon Requested
for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen is
Canned Vegetarian Beans
Please place donaEons in the wooden box in the breezeway.

Congregational Council
Newman Wilson (President)
David Case (Vice President)
Rich Carlson
Mary Ann Glickson
Nancy Herrington
David Jeedi
MarPn Rexroad
Wendy Schutzer
Diane Urbanek
Elizabeth Wagner
David New, Secretary (non-voPng)
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March Events
March 8

March Education Hour to be Led
by Henry Burt

Members of the book group will not be meeting
in the evening this month.
Instead we will meet for a luncheon at the
Springdale Golf Course clubhouse in Princeton.
Please be there at 1 pm.

Over the four Sundays in March, Prince of Peace’s
ﬁeld educaPon student, Henry Burt, will facilitate a
Lutheran Confessions series aYer worship.
Each Sunday has a parPcular theme:

A

April 12

March 4 — What makes a Lutheran?
March 11 — The 95 Theses and Their Legacy
March 18 — Luther's Hymnody and
Lutheran Hymnody: Theological Undertones
March 25 — Luther, Psychology, and Psychopathology

At the home of Ginny Moore
24 Terrapin Lane, Mercerville
RSVP to ginnycmoore@gmail.com or 609-890-1929

The Pearl That Broke Its Shell
by Nadia Hashimi

Each Sunday is meant to be a discussion, much like
these past Sundays' Reason for God gatherings. Bring
your coﬀee and snacks along to the lounge at 11 am.

Afghanistan, 2007: Rahima, a 9-yearold Muslim girl, decides to adopt the
ancient custom of bacha posh and
dress and be treated as a boy. Since
her father is a drug addict and she has
no brothers, this is the only way she
can a]end school and escort her
sisters outside the home in a strict
Islamic culture. Unfortunately, the
freedom she enjoys only lasts unPl she is 13 and is
sold away in marriage to a vicious warlord who
already has mulPple wives. How will she survive?
Rahima draws inspiraPon from stories of her greatgreat grandmother who also used the custom of
bacha posh to build a new life.

Lenten Midweek
Lenten Midweek Worship conPnues through March.
Join us on Wednesday nights. Soup supper begins at
6:30; worship begins at 7:30. We sing Holden Evening
Prayer.
This year Pastor's meditaPons focus on The Sermon
on the Mount. Sign up in the narthex to bring soup.
March 7 — Worry
March 14 — Judgment
March 21 — Wisdom

The Book Group meets the second Thursday
of the month at 7:30 pm.
New members are always welcome.
If interested, please contact Phyllis Church
at 799-0723 or p.church@mindspring.com

Work Day Coming March 3rd

LEAMNJ Sponsoring Bus for
March 24th March for Our Lives

10 am UnBl Finished
Plans are underway for the renovaPon of the
classrooms. Carpet has been chosen and installaPon
will begin in mid-March. PainPng will also be
scheduled for March.

Lutheran Episcopal Advocacy Ministry of New Jersey
is taking sign-ups for people who would like bus
transportaPon to Washington D.C. on March 24th. The
bus is scheduled to leave at 5:30 am and return at 8
pm. Cost is $25/adult and $15/youth (age 13 to 18).

On March 3rd a crew will be removing items from
the walls and closets. All are welcome to join in this
project. For more informaPon, contact Lois Case,
Nancy Herrington, or Wendy Schutzer.

To sign up, ﬁrst complete the interest form at
h]ps://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e1FAIpQLScIYIPFbmXdRfXNmJCe2zjJ3Ir_X
zxUkvg441os7Wt7uYQh7Q/viewform
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More March Events
Easter Dinner Food Drive for Lutheran
Social Ministry Families

PoP Tots Music & Movement Classes

In past years, Prince of Peace folks have
provided Easter Baskets for the children in families
served by Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey
(LSM/NJ). This year, we have been asked to expand
that ministry to include providing provisions for an
Easter dinner for their families.

March 7th, 14th, and 21st

For Our Littlest Disciples, Birth to Age 5
Classes are held on Wednesday evenings, 5:30 to
6:00 pm. They are led by Jen DiGioia, a trained
Musikgarten and Kindermusik teacher.
Infants and preschoolers parPcipate with their
parents in a music and movement class that nurtures
each child’s musical and spiritual development with
lessons, songs, instrument playing, dancing, and
acPviPes that are both age-appropriate and
developmentally appropriate. Along with music, we
also incorporate many diﬀerent aspects of the Prince
of Peace worship experience, such as prayer and
scripture readings.
To join in on the fun, please use the sign-up sheet
on the bullePn board in the gathering area. For more
informaPon contact Jen DiGioia at
jdigioia@verizon.net.

Beth Gebhart, coordinator of this endeavor for
LSM/NJ, expressed it this way:
At LSM/NJ, we look at what we are
collecEng and the needs of the families
we serve. … The families enjoy the
Easter baskets, but they truly need all
the ﬁxings for Easter dinner. Children
need dinner before dessert.

Each bag is to have a canned ham (nonrefrigerated only), boxed potatoes (au graPn,
scalloped, or mashed), 2 cans/vegetables, 2 cans/
fruit, box of mac & cheese, cornbread/muﬃn mix,
applesauce in non-breakable container, and cake
mix and frosPng. All items need to be nonperishable.

Stitchers Continue
Join us to learn a new skill in kniwng or
crochePng, or bring your own project or just sit with
us and chat! For those who would like to learn to knit,
Prayer Cloths are a perfect ﬁrst project. Or join us at
our evening meePngs to learn to crochet.
Our sPtching days alternate between Monday
aYernoons at 1:00 and Monday evenings at 6:30 in
the lounge. We'll get you started with yarn and
kniwng needles or a crochet hook and give you all
the help you need to conPnue.
All are welcome to drop in. Bente O], Kate Chen,
and Ellie Crawford are experienced kni]ers and Kathy
Morris is an experienced crocheter and we're all
happy to help anyone learn. Our Monday schedule
for March:

If you aren't able to ﬁnd a ‘shelf-suﬃcient’
ham, just leave that item out of the bag. LSM/NJ
will provide the ham another way.
Persons may contribute a complete dinner or
some of the ingredients for a dinner. Copies of the
list of items needed and bags to put them in are
available on the Bag CollecPon table in the
Gathering Area. A sign-up poster is next to the
table.
AddiPonal Easter-related items (including
Easter Basket items) may be added to the bags, if
you'd like. (Avoid nuts.)
All items are needed by Sunday, March 18, 2018.
Thank you on behalf of LSM/NJ, the families
who will receive these dinners, and the Prince of
Peace Social Outreach Ministry Team

March 5th at 6:30
March 12th at 1:00
March 19th at 6:30
March 26th at 1:00
If you're new to the SPtchers and would like
instrucPon, please contact Kate Chen
at kcmchen@comcast.net.
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with

prince of peace lutheran church
Princeton Jct, NJ

anniversary buffet dinner
APRIL 29, 2018 at 6:00 PM
Mercer Oaks Golf Course
725 Village Rd W, West Windsor Township, NJ 08550

$35/person, $11/ages 4-11, under 4 free
Cash bar will also be available
Please respond within 10 days or no later than April 1. Make checks payable to Prince
of Peace and note Anniversary Dinner in the memo.
Email Kathy.nowak@popnj.com, call the church office, 609-799-1753, visit the Anniversary Table after worship on Sunday, or return the form below to the church office.

Anniversary Buffet Dinner Registration
Print Name(s) ____________________________
Email/phone ______________________________
# Adults/teens ________ # ages 4-11 ______ # under 4 ____
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Parish Care Notes
THANK YOU and AWESOME
You Did It Again!
How much Prince of Peace Care was shipped?
144.3 pounds in 19 boxes within the USA
1 Card sent to England
4 Valentine treat bags to local college students
7 treat bags and signed Valentine cards to our ’older’ students

The Parish Care Team would like to thank all the
Joyful Disciples for their generous support of the
ValenPne Care boxes project. All of your goodies and
dollars have ﬁlled nineteen boxes to the brim and
sent much love and care to our students away at
school. When the package arrives the old fashioned
way, our young adults are reminded that they are a
part of our church family — even though they are
not here with us weekly — and their friends get to
see what it is like to have a church family.

with treats and shipped. We had a small crew
working on Monday night gewng all the goodies in
the boxes (~7.5 pounds per box), taping them shut,
and making sure they all had addresses.

On February 5th, 19 boxes were ﬁlled with lots of
goodies and care. Some of the things ﬁlling the
boxes were home-baked cookies, instant oatmeal
packets, a reusable bag, lots of diﬀerent snacks and
treats, pens, pencils, gum, hot chocolate, tea,
popcorn, a sponge, a couple of baggies of candy
(just to menPon a few items) along with a ValenPne
card and Lenten calendar. They were shipped to CT,
DE, GA, MA, MD, ME, NJ, NY, OH, PA, VA from the
Windsor post oﬃce on Tuesday morning.

And many thanks to those who donated snacks,
goodies, and dollars.

Every year we worry about having enough homebaked goodies to ﬁll all of the boxes: this year we
had seven bakers! To our Bakers —Kathy Morris,
Joan Krauskopf, Kathy Nowak, Phyllis Church, Nancy
Herrington, Jackie Nagin, and Alexa Weigand —
many thanks for sharing your baking skills.

Along with the boxes for the students, we ﬁlled
seven goodie bags for our older members and
friends who cannot get to church. Visits were
enjoyed by all.
Save the date for this fun project, 2019 ValenPne
Care Box, the ﬁrst Monday in February 2019!
Come share some care.

… conEnued on page 8

For our students a]ending local schools, we
delivered four ValenPne treat bags to share some
goodies with them.
Your donaPons of ~$600 and ~145 pounds
allowed us to make sure the boxes were overﬂowing

Dear Prince of Peace,
Thank you for thinking of me and your
generosity in giving me the care package
today in church! It means a lot to me. Please
let everyone else in the church know I am
very appreciaPve of the generosity from
everyone.
— Grant Gallagher

Thank you so much for the ValenPne’s Day
care package! I love everything in it, and so do
my roommates. It feels great knowing that my
church family is thinking about me while I’m
away.
Love, CJ Morris
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Parish Care, cont’d

The gathering of 2018 Calendars …
… was greatly appreciated by several of our local
senior resident faciliPes. In delivering the calendars, I
learned that they also could use greePng cards for
their residents. So we are going to gather any greePng
cards that you may receive in the mail — for birthdays,
get well, thinking of you. There will be a collecPon box
in the gathering area.
TransportaCon
Once the weather breaks, we will be looking for some
transportaPon to and from church on Sunday
mornings.
If you can help with driving please let us know.

know would beneﬁt from one of the booklets, please
take them from the display. If you have a topic that you
would like to see in the display, please let us know; we
will see what is available. Thank you to Chris Wethe for
a donaPon to restock our supply. Look for some of the
new booklets dealing with prayer.
Pocket prayer squares …
… kni]ed by our Joyful sPtchers and prayer cards are in
the breezeway. Please take and share with others.
Ongoing
We conPnue with our monthly mailings to families
with a new baby (Splash) and those who have lost a
loved one (Hope through Healing).

Phone Calls
We are in need of a few folks to help with making
phone calls. This would be 2 or 3 calls once every 4-6
weeks. These are simple calls just to see how things
are going and if there is anything the church can do.

We are always looking for new folks to be involved
in our projects and to help with some new ideas.
Please contact us with your interest.
Martha Winder
609-799-7280
maw14jpw@aol.com

Ongoing
Ginger Reierson conPnues to keep our Care Note
display in the breezeway ﬁlled. If you or anyone you

Community Events Coming This Spring
Saturday, May 5

Sunday, May 6

World Labyrinth Day

West Windsor Peeps Bingo Night
4 to 6 pm
A chance for the
West Windsor community

Will include a Picnic and
Drum Circle, a form of prayer
led by Catherine Campanaro

to gather informally
for fun & prizes
Community Hall

of Oasis Ministries
Labyrinth Garden
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Palms & Flowers for Easter
Please complete the information below to order a plant for
Prince of Peace’s Easter Worship Room adornment.
Name_____________________________________________________
I would like to contribute : ______ palm @ $15
(please indicate # on line) ______daffodil (6" pot) @ $9
______hydrangea (6" pot, 3 blooms) @ $18
______ lily (6" pot, 5+ blooms) @ $14
______ lily (10" pot, 8+ blooms) @ $32
_____Given in memory of ________________________________________
_____Given in honor of __________________________________________
_____Given in thanksgiving for ____________________________________
_____Given to the Glory of God
* Orders should be placed by March 11
* Please include a check payable to Prince of Peace with “Easter Flowers" in the memo.
* Please take your plants after worship on Easter Sunday (or the following Sunday)
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177 Princeton-Hightstown Road
Princeton JuncPon NJ 08550
Church Oﬃce:
609-799-1753
Fax:
609-799-0958
E-Mail
:
email@popnj.org
Website: popnj.org
Worship: Sunday, 9:30 am

Sunday Schedule
Worship at 9:30 am
EducaPon Hour at 10:45 am

Oﬃce Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 am to 2 pm
Friday — 9 am to Noon

