
Worship in April
In person/Livestream Worship at 9:30 am

 https://www.facebook.com/popnjchurch

Lent

April 6 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

“Anointing of Jesus’ Feet” 
Pastor Peter Preaching

April 13 
  Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday 

     “The Passion According to Luke”	  
Pastor Peter Preaching 

Easter 

April 20 
The Resurrection of Our Lord 

“Christ is Risen” 
Pastor Peter Preaching 

April 27 
Second Sunday of Easter 

“The Book of Acts” 
Pastor Peter Preaching 
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Pastor’s Page

I spent yesterday with Rev. Barbara Lundblad, a 
long respected preacher and teacher in the 
Lutheran church.   Rev Lundblad was teaching 
on preaching in Easter and spoke to the need to 
both expose and envision.  It is easy to expose 
death; not so easy to envision life.  Yet this is the 
task for any preacher in Easter.  I was reminded 
of another preacher/teacher from another era, 
Rev. Foster McCurley.  He once said that 
preaching Lent is easy, but preaching Easter is 
hard.  We know Lent.  We get the cross.  Jesus 
dies.  We see people die all the time.   But 
resurrection, where do we see people rise?   

My upcoming task is to do the hard work of 
preaching Easter.  Thankfully, I will get seven 
tries as Easter is a season and not just a day.  
But the task is not reserved for preachers.  The 
life of faith is to envision life.  It is easy to expose 
all that is wrong with the world, but those of us 
who practice resurrection must envision God’s 
miracle life.  It is hard, but when seen, the 
alleluia’s return. 

Pastor Froehlke     

https://www.facebook.com/popnjchurch


Tidings, the newsletter of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 
is published monthly. Articles, story ideas, and comments 

can be emailed to rclarecarlson@aol.com. 
Deadline for the May issue is Sunday, April 27th 

Staff and Officers of Prince of Peace
Rev. Peter Froehlke, Pastor 

Rev. Dale Selover, Director of The House Next Door 
Dr. Doug Helvering, Minister of Music 

Victoria Chow, Church Musician 
Dorothy Safranek, Financial Secretary 

Cheryl “Sherri” Daniels, Office Manager 

Congregational Council
Joan New - President  

Kathy Nowak - Vice President 
Ellen McBrearity 

Jessica Clarke 
Michelle Conk 
Beth Mitchell 

Christian Oehm 
Dorothy Safranek 

Con Sweeney 
Claudia Thompson 

David Herrington, Secretary (non-voting)
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Holy Week and Easter Services

Palm Sunday and Sunday of the Passion 
April 13th	 9:30am	 	 	 	
Worship begins outdoors with the procession of 
palms.  Indoors the Passion of St. Luke is read. 

Maundy Thursday    
April 17th 	 	 	 	  
Prayer service at noon led by Pastor Dale. 
12 noon 

Service of foot/hand washing, holy communion, 
and stripping of the altar.	 7:30pm 

Good Friday	  
April 18th 	 	 	 	 	
Prayer service at noon led by Pastor Dale	  
12 noon 

Tenebrae Service with the seven last words.	
7:30pm	  
Contributors: Rev. Dr. Paul Rorem, Chaplain 
Claudia Thompson, Seminarian Keerthana Babu, 
Seminarian Johannes Schimohr, Pastor Peter, 
Pastor Dale. 

Holy Saturday	     
April 19th	 	 	 	 	  
The Great Vigil of Easter	 7:30pm     

Easter Sunday 	 	  
April 20th  	  
The Resurrection of Our Lord		 	 	
Outdoor service returns, a simple service to begin 
the day.  No sermon.	             8:30am	 	
	  
Easter Festival Service   
Return of the Alleluias		  9:30am	  

Easter Breakfast	 11:00am	 	 	
	  
Joyful Noise Worship	 1:00pm

Lent Continues in April

Lenten Midweek Soup Supper 
and Worship 

We are partnering with St. Bart’s for the 
Wednesday Lenten experience.  April 2nd we 
will worship at St. Bart's.  April 9th we will 
return to Prince of Peace.  Pastor Erich will 
return for these services.  Sign up for soup 
and bread for April 9th outside the church 
office.  Soup at 6:30, Worship at 7:30. 

Dr. Dennis Olson, professor emeritus of Old 
Testament from Princeton Seminary, will 
conclude his teaching on the Ten 
Commandments and the Book of Exodus on 
Sunday April 6th.   10:45 in the Double 
Classroom. 



Pastor Selover Named 
Distinguished Alumni

-   3  -

All are welcome to share a bountiful 
Champagne Brunch on Easter Sunday 
morning – April 20th.  Please join fellow 
POPer’s for a delicious buffet breakfast to be 
served immediately following the 9:30 service.  
The bountiful buffet will include pancakes, waffles, 
egg dishes, bacon, sausage, home fries, ham, 
salads and more!  We invite all who attend to 
bring breakfast bread, or sliced fruit platter to 
share.  Please sign up (by April 13th  ) on the 
poster in the gathering area as to the number in 
your party that will be attending as well as what 
you will be bringing.  All family and friends are 
welcome! 

Michelle & Michael Conk

Social Outreach Team
Thanks To All Who Donated 
to the LSM/NJ Easter Food 

Drive

Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey 
(LSM/NJ) is most appreciative to Prince of 
Peace for the Easter food bags, grocery store 
gift cards, individual greeting cards and 
dollars for the families and senior citizens in 
need that they serve throughout New Jersey. 
Thank you to all who participated in this 
ministry opportunity in any way.  Your gifts will 
bring Easter blessings and joy to all the 
recipients and are an active outreach action 
of God's Work...Our Hands. 

Appreciatively, 
Berta Schott, for the Social Outreach Ministry 
Team, LSM/NJ, and all the recipients

On April 5th, PoP will be hosting an Easter 
Party for POAC Autism Services, and we’re 
thrilled to partner with them once again! This 
amazing organization provides a safe space 
for families with children who have disabilities 
to socialize and connect with others facing 
similar challenges. To make this event a 
success, we’ll need help from our congregation 
with decorating, distributing pizza, desserts, 
and drinks, as well as running the arts & crafts 
activities. We are looking for a face painter if 
anyone knows of one that would be able to 
help us out.  Please consider volunteering or 
donating to support this wonderful event.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
30E0F4DA4AD2DA7F58-55824212-poac 

POAC Easter Party

Congratulations to Pastor Selover for being 
named a Distinguished Alumni of United 
Lutheran Seminary of Philadelphia and 
Gettysburg.  Pastor Selover is a graduate of 
Gettysburg Seminary and was chosen for 
this award for her ministry at the House Next 
Door and for her work in spiritual formation 
both here at Prince of Peace and for the 
wider church at large.  Pastor Dale will be 
honored at the seminary’s convocation in 
Philadelphia September 15th. 

Adult Class in April
April 6th      Dr. Dennis Olson 

No class on Palm Sunday or Easter 

April 27th     The Book of Acts   Pastor Peter 
will introduce the preaching texts for the	 	
season of Easter. 



Book Group
If interested in joining the book club,

please contact Phyllis Church at 
 609-799-0723 or p.church@mindspring.com

We meet once a month in the church lounge at 1 
p.m.  Please bring your lunch and/or snack for 

others to share.
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By Any Other Name 
by Jodi Picoult

Thursday, April 10th at 1 p.m. in the 
Lounge

The Night in Question 
by Susan Fletcher

One-legged eighty-seven 
year old Florrie Butterfield 
doubts there can be any 
more surprises in life. 
However, an "accident" at 
her senior living facility 
makes her suspicious and 
she decides to investigate. 

Can she be living alongside a potential 
murderer?  This delightful mystery is full of 
Florrie's wise and amusing observations on life. 
There is even a bit of romance as Florrie finds 
you're never too old for love. Life, as it turns out, 
is full of surprises. 

Peace and Cherry Tree Gardens Underway 
for 2025!

So what’s left?  Compost will be delivered shortly 
which takes lots of work to spread and incorporate 
into the soil.  Seedlings will be here the first week in 
April and within a few weeks we’ll be harvesting 
besides planting and weeding. We also still need 
help working on our fencing to keep groundhogs out 
this year - temporary fixes or contacts for new 
fencing at a discount or by donation would be 
welcome!  Regular gardening will be done on 
Fridays from 10-12 in early April and ALL are 
welcome to join in and bring friends to help us grow 
as much as we can to help those who can’t afford 
healthy food.   

If you can help in any of these ways, contact  Shari 
Rexroad at srexroad915@gmail.com to get on the 
email list (so you know if workdays are canceled, 
time is changed, and to find out when a second day 
is added for each week).  

Thursday, May 8th at 1 p.m. in the 
Lounge

This is the story of two 
female playwrights who 
were forced to take drastic 
action to get their play 
produced.  Young Melinda 
Green has written a 
modern work inspired by 
her Elizabethan ancestor. 
Emilia Bassano. 
When she despairs getting it produced, a friend 
submits it to a film festival under a male 
pseudonym.  In 1581 her ancestor Emilia 
Bassano becomes mistress to a man who 
oversees English play production. She soon 
longs to have a play of her own produced and 
decides to pay an actor named William 
Shakespeare to front her work.

Spring has sprung and POP’s volunteer gardeners 
have started cleaning up and preparing for planting!  
Shari Rexroad, our new Master Gardener, has 
organized volunteers for the past few weeks to clean 
out the shed, start weeding the gardens, and has 
been planning what will go in each bed and when.  
Thanks go out to Shari for attending the annual 
orientation meeting of Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society in Philadelphia as well as volunteering at a 
propagation event there with Nancy Nicosia (who’s 
helping here and there but not leading us anymore) 
and Nancy Reyes who also went to Philly to sort 
seeds for the 120 gardens they supply.  Joan New 
has generously offered to do pickups of seedlings 
this season and our neighbor Priya will be helping 
regularly at the garden besides planting the seed we 
got earlier to grow seedlings they don’t provide.  
Berta Schott, Joan Prins and new volunteer Cathy 
Corcoran joined those named above to start the 
season’s prep work…  

mailto:p.church@mindspring.com


Racial Justice 
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Get involved personally…Wouldn’t it be great if 
POP members adopted a refugee family and really 
welcomed them?  How much more comfortable 
would they feel if they actually had some new 
friends nearby? In order to do that, we’d LOVE to 
have many members  

- take the 1 hour virtual Volunteer Orientation 
Required to do anything involving personal 
contact for their safety and confidentiality (see 
schedule online, usually on Thursdays OR to 
arrange a time that works for you (contact Fida 
Ayoubi as listed online or Louise Sandburg 
(leader of local interfaith volunteers at 
louise@sandsmith.com…for more sessions 
scheduled twice a month or at your convenience) 

- After training you could 
drive a refugee or parent and child to an 
appointment at your convenience  
Drive someone to ESL class (and maybe stay to 
be a conversation partner) 

- Take them to a library or mall or park they’ve 
never experienced  

- Invite them to go for a walk or activity with 
you, your friends or family. 

- IF you can commit a few hours for 6 weeks, 
help someone learn English (training provided). 

- Help someone study for the driver’s written 
test 

- Help fill out job applications 

AND SO MUCH MORE! 
FYI right now Joan New, Cathy Corcoran, and 
Nancy Reyes have already signed up for the 
orientation in March and April and we’d love to add 
more people to that list.  The more we have, the 
better we can serve a family in our area and help 
them feel welcomed without it being a burden on 
just a few of us.  Let one of us know if you do! 

Don’t have time to help personally but can find 
a few minutes here and there to advocate by 
signing a petition or contacting a 
representative?  

-  Support legislation such as NJ’s Immigrant 
Trust Act - New Jersey Alliance for Immigrant 
Justice 

The Time is NOW for YOU to Make a Difference! 

With all the chaos and obvious division in our country 
lately, it may seem hard to feel  that one person can 
make a difference.  As Christians we must remember 
that while none of us can ever live up to Jesus’s 
example, we can do our part, no matter how small.  
One comment, one signature, one donation can make 
a difference to one person and start a ripple effect. 

POP’s Racial Justice Team is working to give you 
opportunities to do just that.  But how, you ask?  For 
now the team is focusing on immigration after the great 
response to our Refugee Welcome Picnic and 
speakers in September. Refugees are immigrants who 
went through a years-long process of vetting to get 
here legally and were approved before coming here 
with the promise of 3 months’ support but funding for 
that support has been frozen. 

In March, we had a virtual meeting with Pastor Seth 
Kaper-Dale, co-pastor of the Reformed Church of 
Highland Park, NJ and founder/leader of Interfaith 
Refugees & Immigration Services & Empowerment (I-
RISE). Here are a few suggestions he made to help 
refugees nearby: 

- Go for lunch at Global Grace Cafe, an informal 
refugee-staffed lunch program in the Reformed 
Church community hall serving international food 
as the workers go through a three-month Career 
Pathways program, learning how to work together 
and in a food service venue. Nancy Reyes went last 
week and for $7 she got a full meal that was 
delicious!  (Last Tuesday's menu was Pakistani 
Indian food with several choices.). 

- Shop at Global Grace Marketplace in Highland 
Park to support fair trade artisans from around the 
world as well as IRISE. 

- Donate NEEDED clothing, furniture, or household 
needs  (See flyer at POP or look online at 
Interfaithrise.org for needs.)  

- With 70% of their funding cut or frozen, I-RISE is still 
trying to take care of the refugees that came just 
before that process stopped.  Most of their 
employees have been laid off, furloughed, or changed 
from FT to PT so the little money they have can go 
towards rent and for necessities for the first three 
months here until they get jobs and settle in. Donate 
gift cards (Visa, Lyft, Uber, Target, Walmart) or 
write a check or credit card donation to provide 
direct help or to pay rent or utilities.  



Racial Justice (Continued)
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- Sign up for the TJC-IRRC advocates for 
refugees email list (local volunteer group’s 
emails) by contacting Michelle Ochsner at 
michele.ochsner@gmail.com (tell her you’re 
from POP). 

ALWAYS - Keep our immigrant neighbors and 
ALL our neighbors in your prayers! 

On a clear moonlit evening at the scenic Unionville 
Winery in Ringoes, the people of Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church and The House Next Door joined 
forces with the New Jersey Angels to celebrate a 
mission rooted in faith, compassion, and 
unwavering support. 

On March 13th, New Jersey Angels hosted a 
special fundraiser to honor Pastor Dale and The 
House Next Door for their shared commitment to 
creating safe spaces for children and families 
experiencing foster care. This evening served as a 
testament to the strength of community, as 
individuals came together to uplift and support 
those in need. 

The New Jersey Angels' mission is “to walk 
alongside children, youth, and families in the foster 
care community by offering consistent support 
through intentional giving, relationship building, and 
mentorship.” Their work ensures that every child 
and family feels seen, valued, and supported. 

This partnership was born out of a simple but 
profound act of hospitality. During the height of the 
pandemic—a time when connection was difficult 
yet more necessary than ever—New Jersey Angels 
found themselves in need of a safe space to store 
essential supplies for foster families. When they 
approached Pastor Dale for help, she responded 
without hesitation: “What do you need? We will 
come alongside to wrap you in support.” From that 
moment, a deeply meaningful bond was forged, 
uniting both organizations in a shared mission of 

Through this ongoing partnership, The House 
Next Door continues to be a place of welcome, 
healing, and transformation. It is a wonder—
and yet no wonder at all—that the Lord led the 
New Jersey Angels to Pastor Dale and The 
House Next Door at Prince of Peace, a home of 
true welcome and refuge. Pastor Dale has 
embodied the spirit of hospitality and grace, 
ensuring that the New Jersey Angels can 
continue their mission of embracing foster 
children and families with love and 
understanding. As Pastor Dale shared, the 
support from the folks of Prince of Peace is a 
true witness to God's love and care. 

New Jersey Angels Celebration at Unionville Winery



truewelcome. This is the hospitality of gospel living, 
where every person knows they are beloved, cherished, 
supported, and never alone. This shared commitment is 
ministry in action—an invitation into God’s heart, where 
The House Next Door stands as a true sanctuary, a safe 
space and a place of grace for all who are seeking 
healing, wholeness, and transformation. 

~ Claudia Thompson

New Jersey Angels 
Celebration at Unionville 

Winery
(Continued)
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On this special evening, Pastor Dale and The 
House Next Door were honored for opening 
doors—not only to the New Jersey Angels but to 
every child and family in need of a safe, loving 
space. Pastor Dale’s unwavering dedication,

Plastics Collection Update
As of the middle of March, we have collected 
350 pounds of soft plastic. We are aiming for 
1000 pounds by September 30, 2025. Thank 
you to all who have contributed from Prince of 
Peace and St. Bart’s. Please keep it coming! 
Plastic bags and film packaging are important 
durable and lightweight protection for food and 
merchandise in transit. All plastic must be 
clean, dry and free of food residue. Ask your 
neighbors and friends to contribute. 

Qualified items are: 

- Plastic films labeled with #2 or #4 recycling 
symbol (polyethylene films) 

- Ice bags 
- Wood pellet bags 
- Salt bags 
- Cereal box liners 
- Toilet paper or paper towel wrappers 
- Plastic tablecloths 
- Bread bags 
-
- Produce bags  
- Plastic wrap around cases 

- Ziploc and other reusable bags (clean) 
- Bubble wrap 
- Plastic e-commerce mailers (labels do not have 

to be removed) 

Some items that don’t qualify: 

- Frozen Food Bag 
- Degradable/compostable bags or film packaging 
- Pre-washed salad mix bags 
- Pet food bags 
- Hot dog or meat wrap packaging 
- Six-pack rings 
- PPE- Gloves, masks, or protective wear 
-
- Pool covers 
- Lamination film 
- Silage and hay bags 
- Backyard ice rinks 
- Vinyl shower curtains or tablecloths 
- Bedding or linen packaging 
- Shiny, crinkly films like floral wrap 

along with the support 
of the people of Prince 
of Peace, has 
strengthened the 
mission of the New 
Jersey Angels and 
continues to inspire 
the entire community 
to respond with open 
hearts and hands. 

Together, through faith 
and love, The House 
Next Door at Prince of 
Peace and the New 
Jersey Angels are 
building a future of  



Parish Care April  2025

We continue our monthly mailings to our families 
that have lost loved ones and to families with new 
babies. If you know of someone to include in our 
mailings, please let me know. 

Care notes and other church information is 
available in the breezeway.  Many thanks to Chris 
Wethe and Ginger Reierson for their continued 
support of this project.  Take and share with others. 

If you know of anyone to include in our projects let 
me know. 

We would like to update our list of folks that can 
help with providing meals as needed, 
transportation, and to help with some receptions/
events held at the church.  If you can help, please 
let me know. 

Anyone interested in helping with any of our efforts 
please let us know. 

Martha Winder 
609-799-7280 
maw14jpw@aol.com 
  

Valentine Care Box 
and Bag Project 

Happy Easter - April 20, 2025
Our Easter cards for our homebound 
members are in the gathering area.  Waiting 
for you to sign and send an Easter message.  
The cards will be mailed after Palm Sunday. 

Sending Easter greetings to those who can 
not be with us in church brightens their day 
and lets folks know they are in our thoughts. 

Thank you for your messages to our “young 
at heart” members and friends that cannot 
be at church regularly.

Just another huge Thank You for your 
generous support of the Valentine Care 
Box and Bag Project.   

Many thanks for all the monetary 
donations to make our Care box and 
bag project so successful.  Thank you 
notes are still arriving.

Graduating High School 
Seniors

We are gathering information about our 
graduating high school seniors. We 
would like to have a graduation 
blessing/celebration in June during our 
church service.  Please let us know of 
who is graduating and what your plans 
are for the future.

Greeting Cards

We are NOT Gathering greeting cards at 
this moment but…… 
If you could share some time, the donated 
cards need to be sorted - get well, thinking 
of you, Happy Birthday, blank, etc.   Cards 
will be sorted and delivered.  You can help 
with this either at the church or in your 
home. 

Transportation
A few folks are in need of rides to and from 
Sunday church services, 
If you can help with the driving please let us 
know.

Ongoing

-   8 -



community connection and engagement, radical 
hospitality, and creating a meaningful place of grace 
in the lives of those she is called to serve have been 
the hallmarks of her ministry. Her expertise in 
creating sacred space for others helps them move 
toward spiritual growth and emotional well-being.” 
Pastor Dale Selover serves as the Director of The 
House Next Door, a ministry of Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Princeton Junction, where she 
provides a spiritual direction and retreat ministry. 
Inspired by her own hunger for a deeper relationship 
with God, Dale provides respite for all who hunger for 
a safe space and a place of grace to dwell in the 
heart of God. Following the example of Jesus, Dale 
is committed to meeting people where they are and 
companioning them on their journey. The House Next 
Door is a spiritual formation center providing respite 
for all who are seeking healing, wholeness, and 
transformation. 

Pastor Selover received her training as a spiritual 
director through Oasis Ministries for Spiritual 
Development. For fifteen years she has provided 
direction for both individuals and groups.  For more 
than twenty-five years Pastor Selover has led 
retreats for congregational women’s groups, 
councils, families, and Christian Education teams. 
She is also a retreat leader for Cross Roads Camp 
and Retreat Center, an ecumenical ministry of the 
New Jersey Synod and the Episcopal Diocese of 
Newark, New Jersey. In addition to her spiritual 
direction and retreat ministry, Pastor Selover has 
served on the teaching staff of Oasis Ministries for 
Spiritual Development, as well as chaired Oasis’ 
Board of Directors. 

Congratulations Pastor Dale!

Witness to the World – 
Excellence in Community 
Ministry  
Pastor Dale has been 
awarded a 2025 TULSAA 
Alumni Award from the 
United Lutheran Seminary 
Alumni Association 
(TULSAA). The 
announcement reads:  
The Rev. Dale Selover was 
nominated by colleague 
the Rev. Brandi Hebert, 
ULS ’21. In her nomination 
Pastor Hebert reflected, 
“The themes of spiritual 
direction, pastoral care 
(especially for clergy), 

For over thirty-five years, Pastor Selover 
has served as a pastor in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.  She has 
served as the pastor of Christ the King 
Lutheran Church in Kendall Park, Zion 
Lutheran Church in Oldwick, and Abiding 
Peace Lutheran Church in Budd Lake. 
She is a graduate of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg and 
Gettysburg College. A native of New 
Jersey, Dale grew up in North Brunswick.               

Dale is married to Pastor Peter Froehlke. 
They are the proud parents of two 
daughters, Sara Grace and Hannah 
Ruth.

Council Corner

The Church Council met on Sunday March 
30. We revisited what we learned from our 
retreat back in February – being thankful for 
what has been in the past but is no more, 
being excited about new ways and 
opportunities for ministry, and being mindful 
of what we are all facing these days. We 
reflected on a poem from the retreat leader 
which challenges us individually and as the 
people of God to be open to new things, 
hum a new tune, step away from the habits 
that bind us, trust the deeper transformation 
that blooms beyond our control. 

Thanks to several families who have 
contributed their entire pledge up front, our 
cash position is good for the next several 
months. We welcomed and appointed 
Dunja Saleh-Zaki as treasurer. Dunja 
graciously volunteered to take on this role 
and has good ideas about furthering our 
ministries.  

We discussed a variety of ideas about 
ministry – telling faith stories, searching for 
grants, investigating solar power, St. Paul’s 
(East Windsor) Day Camp in July, legacy 
giving – to name a few. 

Joan New 
Council President 
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Middle District Meeting Report: 
Preparing for the Bishop Election

The Middle District Meeting of our New Jersey 
Synod was held on Saturday, March 1st. In 
attendance from Prince of Peace were council 
members Joan New and Claudia Thompson, 
along with Prince of Peace member Morrigan 
Clarke and Synod Vice President Arundel Clarke. 
It was a warm and lively gathering at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in East Windsor. 

The word Synod, meaning “walking together,” 
reflects the core values of: 

	 - Faithfulness 
	 - Respect 
	 - Diversity 
	 - Generosity 
	 - Change 
	 - Interdependence  

The Mission District Assembly focused on Bible 
study, prayer, and conversation in preparation for 
the 37th New Jersey Synod Assembly, which 
includes the 2025 Bishop Election, taking place 
on June 5-7 in East Brunswick, New Jersey. More 
details can be found at www.njsynod.org/
assembly. 

The day’s focus was discernment—bathed in 
prayer and guided by scripture—through 
conversations among representatives from 
congregations across the Synod. Discussions 
centered on how congregations can collaborate 
for the sake of Christ’s mission and how the 
relationship between congregations and the 
Office of the Bishop can continue to grow. 

Bishop Tracie Bartholomew provided a pastoral 
and informative overview of life as a bishop, 
helping us better understand the calling, 
responsibilities, and experiences of this role. She 
gave us insight into the qualities of a bishop: 
someone who loves Jesus, loves people as 
Jesus does, and is fully present in their calling. 
Bishop Tracie also emphasized the essential role 
of prayer in the life of the bishop. 

We invite you to visit www.njsynod.org/
assembly to watch Bishop Tracie’s video 
and learn more about the upcoming 
Assembly and Bishop election. 

As we closed our time together, we lifted up 
this prayer: 

Almighty God, you have given your Holy 
Spirit to the church to lead us into all truth. 
Bless with the Spirit’s grace and presence 
the people of the New Jersey Synod as we 
prepare to elect a bishop. Keep us 
steadfast in faith and united in love, that we 
may manifest your glory and prepare for 
the way of your kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Church Office:  609-799-1753 
E-Mail:  email@popnj.org 

Website: popnj.org 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am (in person/Livestream) 

Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday, 9 am - 2 pm 

Latest details can be found in the Sunday bulletin 

mailto:email@popnj.org
http://popnj.org

	April 2025
	Pastor’s Page
	I spent yesterday with Rev. Barbara Lundblad, a long respected preacher and teacher in the Lutheran church.   Rev Lundblad was teaching on preaching in Easter and spoke to the need to both expose and envision.  It is easy to expose death; not so easy to envision life.  Yet this is the task for any preacher in Easter.  I was reminded of another preacher/teacher from another era, Rev. Foster McCurley.  He once said that preaching Lent is easy, but preaching Easter is hard.  We know Lent.  We get the cross.  Jesus dies.  We see people die all the time.   But resurrection, where do we see people rise?
	My upcoming task is to do the hard work of preaching Easter.  Thankfully, I will get seven tries as Easter is a season and not just a day.  But the task is not reserved for preachers.  The life of faith is to envision life.  It is easy to expose all that is wrong with the world, but those of us who practice resurrection must envision God’s miracle life.  It is hard, but when seen, the alleluia’s return.
	Pastor Froehlke
	Palm Sunday and Sunday of the Passion
	April 13th 9:30am    Worship begins outdoors with the procession of palms.  Indoors the Passion of St. Luke is read.
	Maundy Thursday
	April 17th
	Prayer service at noon led by Pastor Dale.
	12 noon
	Service of foot/hand washing, holy communion, and stripping of the altar. 7:30pm
	Good Friday
	April 18th      Prayer service at noon led by Pastor Dale
	12 noon
	Tenebrae Service with the seven last words. 7:30pm
	Contributors: Rev. Dr. Paul Rorem, Chaplain Claudia Thompson, Seminarian Keerthana Babu, Seminarian Johannes Schimohr, Pastor Peter, Pastor Dale.
	Holy Saturday
	April 19th
	The Great Vigil of Easter 7:30pm
	Easter Sunday
	April 20th
	The Resurrection of Our Lord    Outdoor service returns, a simple service to begin the day.  No sermon.             8:30am
	Easter Festival Service
	Return of the Alleluias   9:30am
	Easter Breakfast 11:00am
	Joyful Noise Worship 1:00pm
	Lent Continues in April
	Lenten Midweek Soup Supper and Worship
	We are partnering with St. Bart’s for the Wednesday Lenten experience.  April 2nd we will worship at St. Bart's.  April 9th we will return to Prince of Peace.  Pastor Erich will return for these services.  Sign up for soup and bread for April 9th outside the church office.  Soup at 6:30, Worship at 7:30.
	Dr. Dennis Olson, professor emeritus of Old Testament from Princeton Seminary, will conclude his teaching on the Ten Commandments and the Book of Exodus on Sunday April 6th.   10:45 in the Double Classroom.
	Pastor Selover Named Distinguished Alumni
	POAC Easter Party
	On April 5th, PoP will be hosting an Easter Party for POAC Autism Services, and we’re thrilled to partner with them once again! This amazing organization provides a safe space for families with children who have disabilities to socialize and connect with others facing similar challenges. To make this event a success, we’ll need help from our congregation with decorating, distributing pizza, desserts, and drinks, as well as running the arts & crafts activities. We are looking for a face painter if anyone knows of one that would be able to help us out.  Please consider volunteering or donating to support this wonderful event.
	https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4DA4AD2DA7F58-55824212-poac
	Congratulations to Pastor Selover for being named a Distinguished Alumni of United Lutheran Seminary of Philadelphia and Gettysburg.  Pastor Selover is a graduate of Gettysburg Seminary and was chosen for this award for her ministry at the House Next Door and for her work in spiritual formation both here at Prince of Peace and for the wider church at large.  Pastor Dale will be honored at the seminary’s convocation in Philadelphia September 15th.
	Adult Class in April
	April 6th      Dr. Dennis Olson
	No class on Palm Sunday or Easter
	April 27th     The Book of Acts   Pastor Peter will introduce the preaching texts for the  season of Easter.
	Social Outreach Team
	Thanks To All Who Donated to the LSM/NJ Easter Food Drive
	All are welcome to share a bountiful Champagne Brunch on Easter Sunday morning – April 20th.  Please join fellow POPer’s for a delicious buffet breakfast to be served immediately following the 9:30 service.  The bountiful buffet will include pancakes, waffles, egg dishes, bacon, sausage, home fries, ham, salads and more!  We invite all who attend to bring breakfast bread, or sliced fruit platter to share.  Please sign up (by April 13th  ) on the poster in the gathering area as to the number in your party that will be attending as well as what you will be bringing.  All family and friends are welcome!
	Michelle & Michael Conk
	Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey (LSM/NJ) is most appreciative to Prince of Peace for the Easter food bags, grocery store gift cards, individual greeting cards and dollars for the families and senior citizens in need that they serve throughout New Jersey. Thank you to all who participated in this ministry opportunity in any way.  Your gifts will bring Easter blessings and joy to all the recipients and are an active outreach action of God's Work...Our Hands.
	Appreciatively,
	Berta Schott, for the Social Outreach Ministry Team, LSM/NJ, and all the recipients
	Thursday, April 10th at 1 p.m. in the Lounge
	Thursday, May 8th at 1 p.m. in the Lounge
	By Any Other Name
	by Jodi Picoult
	The Night in Question
	by Susan Fletcher
	This is the story of two female playwrights who were forced to take drastic action to get their play produced.  Young Melinda Green has written a modern work inspired by her Elizabethan ancestor. Emilia Bassano.
	One-legged eighty-seven year old Florrie Butterfield doubts there can be any more surprises in life. However, an "accident" at her senior living facility makes her suspicious and she decides to investigate.
	Can she be living alongside a potential murderer?  This delightful mystery is full of Florrie's wise and amusing observations on life. There is even a bit of romance as Florrie finds you're never too old for love. Life, as it turns out, is full of surprises.
	When she despairs getting it produced, a friend submits it to a film festival under a male pseudonym.  In 1581 her ancestor Emilia Bassano becomes mistress to a man who oversees English play production. She soon longs to have a play of her own produced and decides to pay an actor named William Shakespeare to front her work.
	Peace and Cherry Tree Gardens Underway for 2025!
	Spring has sprung and POP’s volunteer gardeners have started cleaning up and preparing for planting!  Shari Rexroad, our new Master Gardener, has organized volunteers for the past few weeks to clean out the shed, start weeding the gardens, and has been planning what will go in each bed and when.  Thanks go out to Shari for attending the annual orientation meeting of Pennsylvania Horticultural Society in Philadelphia as well as volunteering at a propagation event there with Nancy Nicosia (who’s helping here and there but not leading us anymore) and Nancy Reyes who also went to Philly to sort seeds for the 120 gardens they supply.  Joan New has generously offered to do pickups of seedlings this season and our neighbor Priya will be helping regularly at the garden besides planting the seed we got earlier to grow seedlings they don’t provide.  Berta Schott, Joan Prins and new volunteer Cathy Corcoran joined those named above to start the season’s prep work…
	So what’s left?  Compost will be delivered shortly which takes lots of work to spread and incorporate into the soil.  Seedlings will be here the first week in April and within a few weeks we’ll be harvesting besides planting and weeding. We also still need help working on our fencing to keep groundhogs out this year - temporary fixes or contacts for new fencing at a discount or by donation would be welcome!  Regular gardening will be done on Fridays from 10-12 in early April and ALL are welcome to join in and bring friends to help us grow as much as we can to help those who can’t afford healthy food.
	If you can help in any of these ways, contact  Shari Rexroad at srexroad915@gmail.com to get on the email list (so you know if workdays are canceled, time is changed, and to find out when a second day is added for each week).
	Racial Justice
	The Time is NOW for YOU to Make a Difference!
	With all the chaos and obvious division in our country lately, it may seem hard to feel  that one person can make a difference.  As Christians we must remember that while none of us can ever live up to Jesus’s example, we can do our part, no matter how small.  One comment, one signature, one donation can make a difference to one person and start a ripple effect.
	POP’s Racial Justice Team is working to give you opportunities to do just that.  But how, you ask?  For now the team is focusing on immigration after the great response to our Refugee Welcome Picnic and speakers in September. Refugees are immigrants who went through a years-long process of vetting to get here legally and were approved before coming here with the promise of 3 months’ support but funding for that support has been frozen.
	In March, we had a virtual meeting with Pastor Seth Kaper-Dale, co-pastor of the Reformed Church of Highland Park, NJ and founder/leader of Interfaith Refugees & Immigration Services & Empowerment (I-RISE). Here are a few suggestions he made to help refugees nearby:
	Go for lunch at Global Grace Cafe, an informal refugee-staffed lunch program in the Reformed Church community hall serving international food as the workers go through a three-month Career Pathways program, learning how to work together and in a food service venue. Nancy Reyes went last week and for $7 she got a full meal that was delicious!  (Last Tuesday's menu was Pakistani Indian food with several choices.).
	Shop at Global Grace Marketplace in Highland Park to support fair trade artisans from around the world as well as IRISE.
	Donate NEEDED clothing, furniture, or household needs  (See flyer at POP or look online at Interfaithrise.org for needs.)
	- With 70% of their funding cut or frozen, I-RISE is still trying to take care of the refugees that came just before that process stopped.  Most of their employees have been laid off, furloughed, or changed from FT to PT so the little money they have can go towards rent and for necessities for the first three months here until they get jobs and settle in. Donate gift cards (Visa, Lyft, Uber, Target, Walmart) or write a check or credit card donation to provide direct help or to pay rent or utilities.
	Get involved personally…Wouldn’t it be great if POP members adopted a refugee family and really welcomed them?  How much more comfortable would they feel if they actually had some new friends nearby? In order to do that, we’d LOVE to have many members
	take the 1 hour virtual Volunteer Orientation Required to do anything involving personal contact for their safety and confidentiality (see schedule online, usually on Thursdays OR to arrange a time that works for you (contact Fida Ayoubi as listed online or Louise Sandburg (leader of local interfaith volunteers at louise@sandsmith.com…for more sessions scheduled twice a month or at your convenience)
	- After training you could
	drive a refugee or parent and child to an appointment at your convenience
	Drive someone to ESL class (and maybe stay to be a conversation partner)
	Take them to a library or mall or park they’ve never experienced
	Invite them to go for a walk or activity with you, your friends or family.
	IF you can commit a few hours for 6 weeks, help someone learn English (training provided).
	Help someone study for the driver’s written test
	Help fill out job applications
	AND SO MUCH MORE!
	FYI right now Joan New, Cathy Corcoran, and Nancy Reyes have already signed up for the orientation in March and April and we’d love to add more people to that list.  The more we have, the better we can serve a family in our area and help them feel welcomed without it being a burden on just a few of us.  Let one of us know if you do!
	Don’t have time to help personally but can find a few minutes here and there to advocate by signing a petition or contacting a representative?
	Support legislation such as NJ’s Immigrant Trust Act - New Jersey Alliance for Immigrant Justice
	Racial Justice (Continued)
	Sign up for the TJC-IRRC advocates for refugees email list (local volunteer group’s emails) by contacting Michelle Ochsner at michele.ochsner@gmail.com (tell her you’re from POP).
	ALWAYS - Keep our immigrant neighbors and ALL our neighbors in your prayers!
	New Jersey Angels Celebration at Unionville Winery
	Through this ongoing partnership, The House Next Door continues to be a place of welcome, healing, and transformation. It is a wonder—and yet no wonder at all—that the Lord led the New Jersey Angels to Pastor Dale and The House Next Door at Prince of Peace, a home of true welcome and refuge. Pastor Dale has embodied the spirit of hospitality and grace, ensuring that the New Jersey Angels can continue their mission of embracing foster children and families with love and understanding. As Pastor Dale shared, the support from the folks of Prince of Peace is a true witness to God's love and care.
	New Jersey Angels Celebration at Unionville Winery
	(Continued)
	along with the support of the people of Prince of Peace, has strengthened the mission of the New Jersey Angels and continues to inspire the entire community to respond with open hearts and hands.
	Together, through faith and love, The House Next Door at Prince of Peace and the New Jersey Angels are building a future of
	truewelcome. This is the hospitality of gospel living, where every person knows they are beloved, cherished, supported, and never alone. This shared commitment is ministry in action—an invitation into God’s heart, where The House Next Door stands as a true sanctuary, a safe space and a place of grace for all who are seeking healing, wholeness, and transformation.
	~ Claudia Thompson
	On this special evening, Pastor Dale and The House Next Door were honored for opening doors—not only to the New Jersey Angels but to every child and family in need of a safe, loving space. Pastor Dale’s unwavering dedication,
	Plastics Collection Update
	As of the middle of March, we have collected 350 pounds of soft plastic. We are aiming for 1000 pounds by September 30, 2025. Thank you to all who have contributed from Prince of Peace and St. Bart’s. Please keep it coming! Plastic bags and film packaging are important durable and lightweight protection for food and merchandise in transit. All plastic must be clean, dry and free of food residue. Ask your neighbors and friends to contribute.
	Qualified items are:
	Plastic films labeled with #2 or #4 recycling symbol (polyethylene films)
	Ice bags
	Wood pellet bags
	Salt bags
	Cereal box liners
	Toilet paper or paper towel wrappers
	- Plastic tablecloths
	Bread bags
	Produce bags
	Plastic wrap around cases
	Ziploc and other reusable bags (clean)
	Bubble wrap
	Plastic e-commerce mailers (labels do not have to be removed)
	Some items that don’t qualify:
	Frozen Food Bag
	Degradable/compostable bags or film packaging
	Pre-washed salad mix bags
	Pet food bags
	Hot dog or meat wrap packaging
	Six-pack rings
	PPE- Gloves, masks, or protective wear
	- Pool covers
	Lamination film
	- Silage and hay bags
	- Backyard ice rinks
	- Vinyl shower curtains or tablecloths
	Bedding or linen packaging
	- Shiny, crinkly films like floral wrap
	Parish Care April  2025
	Greeting Cards
	Happy Easter - April 20, 2025
	Our Easter cards for our homebound members are in the gathering area.  Waiting for you to sign and send an Easter message.  The cards will be mailed after Palm Sunday.
	Sending Easter greetings to those who can not be with us in church brightens their day and lets folks know they are in our thoughts.
	Thank you for your messages to our “young at heart” members and friends that cannot be at church regularly.
	We are NOT Gathering greeting cards at this moment but……
	If you could share some time, the donated cards need to be sorted - get well, thinking of you, Happy Birthday, blank, etc.   Cards will be sorted and delivered.  You can help with this either at the church or in your home.
	Transportation
	A few folks are in need of rides to and from Sunday church services,
	If you can help with the driving please let us know.
	Valentine Care Box and Bag Project
	Ongoing
	Just another huge Thank You for your generous support of the Valentine Care Box and Bag Project.
	Many thanks for all the monetary donations to make our Care box and bag project so successful.  Thank you notes are still arriving.
	We continue our monthly mailings to our families that have lost loved ones and to families with new babies. If you know of someone to include in our mailings, please let me know.
	Care notes and other church information is available in the breezeway.  Many thanks to Chris Wethe and Ginger Reierson for their continued support of this project.  Take and share with others.
	If you know of anyone to include in our projects let me know.
	We would like to update our list of folks that can help with providing meals as needed, transportation, and to help with some receptions/events held at the church.  If you can help, please let me know.
	Anyone interested in helping with any of our efforts please let us know.
	Martha Winder
	609-799-7280
	maw14jpw@aol.com
	Graduating High School Seniors
	We are gathering information about our graduating high school seniors. We would like to have a graduation blessing/celebration in June during our church service.  Please let us know of who is graduating and what your plans are for the future.
	Congratulations Pastor Dale!
	For over thirty-five years, Pastor Selover has served as a pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  She has served as the pastor of Christ the King Lutheran Church in Kendall Park, Zion Lutheran Church in Oldwick, and Abiding Peace Lutheran Church in Budd Lake. She is a graduate of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg and Gettysburg College. A native of New Jersey, Dale grew up in North Brunswick.
	Dale is married to Pastor Peter Froehlke. They are the proud parents of two daughters, Sara Grace and Hannah Ruth.
	Witness to the World – Excellence in Community Ministry
	Pastor Dale has been awarded a 2025 TULSAA Alumni Award from the United Lutheran Seminary Alumni Association (TULSAA). The announcement reads:
	The Rev. Dale Selover was nominated by colleague the Rev. Brandi Hebert, ULS ’21. In her nomination Pastor Hebert reflected, “The themes of spiritual direction, pastoral care (especially for clergy),
	Council Corner
	community connection and engagement, radical hospitality, and creating a meaningful place of grace in the lives of those she is called to serve have been the hallmarks of her ministry. Her expertise in creating sacred space for others helps them move toward spiritual growth and emotional well-being.”
	Pastor Dale Selover serves as the Director of The House Next Door, a ministry of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Princeton Junction, where she provides a spiritual direction and retreat ministry. Inspired by her own hunger for a deeper relationship with God, Dale provides respite for all who hunger for a safe space and a place of grace to dwell in the heart of God. Following the example of Jesus, Dale is committed to meeting people where they are and companioning them on their journey. The House Next Door is a spiritual formation center providing respite for all who are seeking healing, wholeness, and transformation.
	Pastor Selover received her training as a spiritual director through Oasis Ministries for Spiritual Development. For fifteen years she has provided direction for both individuals and groups.  For more than twenty-five years Pastor Selover has led retreats for congregational women’s groups, councils, families, and Christian Education teams. She is also a retreat leader for Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center, an ecumenical ministry of the New Jersey Synod and the Episcopal Diocese of Newark, New Jersey. In addition to her spiritual direction and retreat ministry, Pastor Selover has served on the teaching staff of Oasis Ministries for Spiritual Development, as well as chaired Oasis’ Board of Directors.
	The Church Council met on Sunday March 30. We revisited what we learned from our retreat back in February – being thankful for what has been in the past but is no more, being excited about new ways and opportunities for ministry, and being mindful of what we are all facing these days. We reflected on a poem from the retreat leader which challenges us individually and as the people of God to be open to new things, hum a new tune, step away from the habits that bind us, trust the deeper transformation that blooms beyond our control.
	Thanks to several families who have contributed their entire pledge up front, our cash position is good for the next several months. We welcomed and appointed Dunja Saleh-Zaki as treasurer. Dunja graciously volunteered to take on this role and has good ideas about furthering our ministries.
	We discussed a variety of ideas about ministry – telling faith stories, searching for grants, investigating solar power, St. Paul’s (East Windsor) Day Camp in July, legacy giving – to name a few.
	Joan New
	Council President
	Middle District Meeting Report: Preparing for the Bishop Election
	The Middle District Meeting of our New Jersey Synod was held on Saturday, March 1st. In attendance from Prince of Peace were council members Joan New and Claudia Thompson, along with Prince of Peace member Morrigan Clarke and Synod Vice President Arundel Clarke. It was a warm and lively gathering at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in East Windsor.
	The word Synod, meaning “walking together,” reflects the core values of:
	- Faithfulness
	- Respect
	- Diversity
	- Generosity
	- Change
	- Interdependence
	The Mission District Assembly focused on Bible study, prayer, and conversation in preparation for the 37th New Jersey Synod Assembly, which includes the 2025 Bishop Election, taking place on June 5-7 in East Brunswick, New Jersey. More details can be found at www.njsynod.org/assembly.
	The day’s focus was discernment—bathed in prayer and guided by scripture—through conversations among representatives from congregations across the Synod. Discussions centered on how congregations can collaborate for the sake of Christ’s mission and how the relationship between congregations and the Office of the Bishop can continue to grow.
	Bishop Tracie Bartholomew provided a pastoral and informative overview of life as a bishop, helping us better understand the calling, responsibilities, and experiences of this role. She gave us insight into the qualities of a bishop: someone who loves Jesus, loves people as Jesus does, and is fully present in their calling. Bishop Tracie also emphasized the essential role of prayer in the life of the bishop.
	We invite you to visit www.njsynod.org/assembly to watch Bishop Tracie’s video and learn more about the upcoming Assembly and Bishop election.
	As we closed our time together, we lifted up this prayer:
	Almighty God, you have given your Holy Spirit to the church to lead us into all truth. Bless with the Spirit’s grace and presence the people of the New Jersey Synod as we prepare to elect a bishop. Keep us steadfast in faith and united in love, that we may manifest your glory and prepare for the way of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

