December 2018

Paying Attention to Advent
Worship in December
Sunday Morning Worship at 9:30 am

Sunday, December 2
First Sunday of Advent
The Disrup6on of Advent

Sunday, December 9
Second Sunday of Advent
Prepare the Way

Sunday December 16
Third Sunday of Advent
Rejoice in the Lord Always

Sunday December 23
Fourth Sunday of Advent
The Magniﬁcat

Monday December 24, 7:30
Na6vity of Our Lord I
Christmas Eve
Good News of Great Joy

Tuesday December 25
Na6vity of Our Lord
Christmas Day
Word Becomes Flesh

Sunday December 30
First Sunday of Christmas
Service of Lessons & Carols

December Events
December 2
GIFT Class

December 5, 12, 19
Advent Midweek Worship & Meal

December 13
Book Group Christmas Party

December 16
Caroling

I'm not a big fan of Christmas. It's too much.
But I'm a big fan of Advent. Advent is my quiet protest of
Christmas. Not the incarnaBon mind you, but it's my protest of the
excess. Do I really need to listen to Christmas carols on November
1st?
I'm also not a big fan of Trader Joe's, though I do like their coﬀee.
Every so oLen I make my way through the crowds, and there's
always a crowd, to pick up some very good coﬀee at a preNy good
price.
Now the last Bme I was at Trader Joe's, coﬀee in hand, I was
stopped in my tracks. Could it be? Trader Joe's had Advent
calendars! Peter might have to trade his thoughts about Joe. I mean
who sells Advent calendars anymore?
On closer examinaBon, however, the Advent calendars were only
twenty four liNle packets of chocolate. The idea, I guess, is to enjoy
one piece of chocolate each day of Advent. Not a bad thing, but it
wasn't the religious expression I had hoped for. But hey, at least
Trader Joe's called aNenBon to that other season this Bme of year.
I guess the church is on its own again for Advent this year, at least
the religious part. Chocolate is good, but we also need to pay
aNenBon to John the BapBst; especially in these days when it seems
we've all lost a bit of our souls. We need to hear the BapBst echo
Isaiah, Prepare the way of the Lord. And maybe we also need to hear
the BapBst's own words to the powers that be, Brood of vipers! Who
warned you to ﬂee from the wrath to come?
Maybe John is not one to whom most want to listen this Bme of
year, but at least he's honest. He calls us away from the ﬂuﬀ, to the
joyful depth this season holds.
So come to church this Advent, it's the only place you’ll hear John
the BapBst. We all need a liNle reality check this year.
— Pastor Froehlke

Let There Be Music
On Advent 4 (December. 23), the Adult Choir will
sing There Shall a Star from Jacob Come Forth. This
wonderful selecBon by Felix Mendelssohn comes
from an unﬁnished oratorio called Christus and makes
use of a hymn so beloved Bach used it in his ﬁrst
church cantata (How Lovely Shines the Morning Star).
Of course, we will celebrate Christmas with
cherished carols, singing, and ringing, on Christmas
Eve. Note that we are celebraBng on Christmas Eve
with one worship service at 7:30 pm. If you would like
to oﬀer a special selecBon during our extended
Christmas Eve Prelude, please email me. Christmas
Day worship is at 9:30 am and will include poignant
carols and hymns.
There are other opportuniBes in our area
throughout December to hear music and celebrate
the season. At Prince of Peace, there is a recital for
Concerto Finalists for SinfonieNa Nova on December 9
at 4:00 pm. Our own John Franek will oﬀer the next
installment in his Anno Sound InstallaBon Series on
Friday, December 21 at 7:00 pm (the winter solsBce).
We will have Advent Midweek Worship services on
December 5, 12, and 19 at 7:30 pm. There are the
annual Readings and Carols concerts that
Westminster Choir College oﬀers (December 7 & 8).
And Westminster Choir is singing Handel’s Messiah in
both Philadelphia and New York this month. We are
truly blessed to have some of the world’s best
musicians performing near us, helping us connect
emoBonally to the great mystery and miracle of
Christmas. Megan and I both wish all of you a very
merry Advent and Christmas season! — Peace, Doug

As with Advent and Christmas seasons past,
this year, the music that accompanies us, guides
us, soothes us, and holds us close will again be
prominent in our celebraBon of the season. Each
of us has go-to recordings or annual concerts and
tradiBons. At Prince of Peace this month, there
will be music!
On Advent 1 (December 2), the NighBngale
Bells will ring two of the most cherished Advent
hymns, O Come Emmanuel and Savior of the
Na6ons, Come. Later that night, our ringers will
be featured in the West Windsor Community
Tree LighBng Ceremony (at 7:00 pm in the park
across from High School South).
On Advent 2 (December. 9), the Adult Choir
will be joined by two vocalists from Westminster
to oﬀer two selecBons from Handel’s Messiah.
On Advent 3 (December 16), our young musicians
will be oﬀering Christmas from Around the World
during worship, singing several hymns that come
from diﬀerent countries. We’ll hear singing, ringing,
pitched percussion and drums, as well as a telling of
the Christmas story. ALer service that day, we’re
going Christmas caroling in our community.

Tidings, the newsleNer of Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, is published monthly. ArBcles, story ideas, and
comments can be emailed to loismcase@gmail.com.
Deadline for the December issue is Sunday, December 23

Staff and Officers of Prince of Peace
Rev. Peter Froehlke, Pastor
Dr. Doug Helvering, Minister of Music
Kathy Nowak, Parish Administrator
John Franek, Church Musician
Tim Urbanek, Treasurer
Dorothy Safranek, Financial Secretary

December Music Schedule
December 2
NighBngale Bells
December 9
Adult Choir
December 16
Kids of the Kingdom, Chimes of Worship
December 23
Adult Choir
December 24
Adult Choir, NighBngale Bells
December 25 & 30
No Ensembles

Congregational Council
Newman Wilson (President)
David Case (Vice President)
Rich Carlson
Mary Ellen Glickson
Nancy Herrington
David Jeedi
MarBn Rexroad
Wendy Schutzer
Diane Urbanek
Elizabeth Wagner
David New, Secretary (non-voBng)
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December Events
A

Book Group Annual Christmas Party
December 13

GIFT Growing in Faith Together
GIFT oﬀerings for December include a class
for families with preschoolers with Pastor
Froehlke on December 2nd. Primary grades
will meet with Nancy Durie.

At the home of Anne Patterson
8 Greenfield Way, Princeton Junction
RSVP to annepatt@att.net or 609-799-8849

January 10

On December 16th join us for our annual
Christmas Caroling to Stonebridge. And on
December 23 we gather to decorate the
church for Christmas. All gatherings are during
the EducaBon Hour at 11:00 am.

Hostess Betsy Riley
Location TBA

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah
Amazon reviewers gave this
memoir by comedian Trevor
Noah a full ﬁve stars. Noah is a
talented storyteller, and this
memoir is his eloquent and
touching account of growing up
as the mixed race child of a single mother in
deeply racist South Africa under apartheid.
Readers will be moved by Noah's ability to
counter hardship and suﬀering with
humor. The author's strong and resilient
mother plays a central role in his account.

Looking ahead, join us for an Epiphany
party on Sunday January 6th!

Advent Midweek Worship and Meal
Wednesdays, December 5, 12, 19
Join our Advent Wednesday Midweek
Meal and Worship at the House Next Door.
Join us for a simple meal at 6:30 with worship
following. We will meet on December 5,12,
and 19.

The Book Group meets the second Thursday
of the month at 7:30 pm.
New members are always welcome.
If interested, please contact Phyllis Church
RSVP to Phyllis at 609-799-0723
or p.church@mindspring.com

Christmas Eve Worship, 7:30 pm
Christmas Day Worship, 9:30 am
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Joyful Stitchers in December
The Joyful SBtchers' project creaBng hats,
scarves, and miNens for the women served by the
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (T.A.S.K.) is coming to an
end on December 3rd. We'd like to thank all of those
in the congregaBon who have helped by
contribuBng beauBful hand-kniNed items and
donaBng yarn. Thanks so much for your help!

La Convivencia Events
A Day of Holiday Service
December 8, 2 to 5 pm
Dutch Neck Presbyterian Church

If you have yarn you’d like to donate to the
church, please ﬁrst contact Kate Chen at
kcmchen@comcast.net. We don’t have a lot of
storage room for our yarn stash and we want to
make sure we are accepBng good quality yarn to use
in our service projects.

Spread some cheer this Christmas season with La
Convivencia. We are hosBng a Day of Holiday Service
on December 8, 2018 from 2 pm to 5 pm at Dutch
Neck Presbyterian Church, 154 South Mill Road, West
Windsor.
Volunteers will be decoraBng Christmas cookies to
be donated to RISE and Arm in Arm, both of which
work with needy families in our area. They will also be
assembling personal care packages for the same
group of people, many of whom do not have basics
like shampoo and soap.

In December, we'll be conBnuing to work on our
ongoing projects. A few examples include hats for
preemies, cat mats for rescued kiqes, and pocket
prayer cloths. If you have a service project that the
Joyful SBBchers could help out with, please let us
know!

If you would like to donate personal care items to
these worthy organizaBons, please bring them with
you.

If you’d like to join us, our meeBngs are on
Mondays in the lounge, alternaBng between
aLernoon meeBngs at 1:00 and evening meeBngs at
6:30. If you’d like to learn to knit or crochet, we're
happy to help you learn. Our pocket prayer cloths
are a great ﬁrst project. Come to one of our
meeBngs and our experienced kniNers and
crocheters can help you out. For more informaBon,
please contact Kate Chen at kcmchen@comcast.net.

Volunteers are asked to sign up on Eventbrite
(www.eventbrite.com/e/a-day-of-holiday-serviceBckets-52270385129) so the organizers know how
many decoraBng supplies to provide.
Come join the holiday fun!

Coming in January
MLK Day of Service

Joyful SBtchers' schedule for Mondays in
December: December 3, 6:30; December 10, 1:00;
December 17, 6:30.

Volunteers will be making personal care its to
beneﬁt RISE and Arm in Arm families.
Refreshments will be served.

The December DonaBon Requested
for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen is
Starkist Chicken or Tuna Salad & Crackers
Please place dona6ons in the
wooden box in the breezeway.
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Advent Giving Tree and Specific Gift Requests from Children Served by LSM/NJ
Advent, the Bme of preparaBon for the coming
of God's most precious giL, our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, brings us many opportuniBes to share
giLs with persons in need. This year, the Advent
Giving Tree will be in the Gathering Area from
November 25 - December 16, decorated with many
stars, each naming an item to share with someone,
ranging in age from infants through Senior CiBzens,
served by Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey
(LSM/NJ). The deadline for gathering giLs, both
from the Giving Tree and the individual requests. is
Sunday, December 16.
For the Giving Tree, simply remove a star or
stars, replace with a snowﬂake, purchase the giL(s),
and place (unwrapped) under the tree. You may
return the star with the item, or you may place it on
your own tree.
For the children's individual requests, select a
giL tag (or tags) with the child's name and family
number on the front and the giL request, child's

age, and gender on the back, from the table in the
Gathering Area. Sign the sheet, puqng your name
next to the name of the child/children that you have
chosen. Purchase the giL(s) and return it/them
unwrapped, but in a giL bag. Place the bag under
the sign-up sheet table.
A list of the children and their requests is below,
FYI, only. Please make your giL tag selecBon from
the table at the church, as several of the children
have already been chosen. The tags for those who
sBll need giLs are on the table. Special thanks to
Susan and Miah Crossen for preparing the poster
and giL tags.
Again, the deadline for receipt of all giPs is
Sunday, December 16.
Thank you so much for being a part of this giving,
giLing, sharing outreach ministry. As you have done
it to one of the least of them…
AppreciaBvely, the Social Outreach Team

Specific Gift Requests
Please make your selec6on from the table at the church as several of the children have already been chosen.

Zaohnni Setzer, 5-year-old girl
Learning Toys

Lulu Carter, 2-year-old girl
Learning Toys, Baby Dolls

Damir Setzer, 7 year-old-boy
Legos, Remote Control Car

Maelani Tolbert, 2-year-old girl
Play Kitchen with Sounds, 3T Clothes,
Minnie Mouse Bed

Dontae Setzer, 10 year old boy
Remote Control Car, Board Games

Addison Carstarphen, 1-year-old girl
Learning Toys

Darnell R Redd, 5 year-old boy
Spiderman AcBon Figures

AusBn Carstarphen, 3 year-old-boy
Learning Toys

Taraj Lewis, 8 year-old boy
Legos

Tyjon Flack,12-year-old boy
GiL Card, Bath and Body LoBons

Omari Lewis, 2 year-old boy
Learning Toys

Aizen McNeil, 13-year-old boy:\
GiL Card

Adriana Colon, 5 year-old girl
Learning toys, dolls

Naim McNeil, 7 year-old boy
GiL Card

Jamere Colon, 6 year-old girl
Learning Toys, Dolls

Natasha McNeil, 5-year-old girl
Learning Toys, Dolls

Jahan Robinson, 8-year-old boy
Learning Toys, AcBon Figure Toys

Kayla Connor, 14 year-old girl
GiL CerBﬁcate, Bath and Body LoBons

Hakeem Robinson, 8 year-old boy
Legos, AcBon Figure Toys

Nalani Connor, 7 year-old girl
Arts and CraLs, Crayola Coloring Set
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Nancy Reyes’
nephew, Josh
Auer, with Drew
Drerschel,
National Ninja
League Champion.

Nancy Reyes’ Nephew, an American Ninja Warrior
This past summer, I had a chance to go to Los Angeles to see my
nephew, Joshua Auer, the ‘bathrobe ninja’ compete in the the ﬁrst season
of American Ninja Warrior Junior. Though there are shots at various Bmes
from the audience and the compeBtors, his actual runs will probably be
mostly early December, episode 8. Meanwhile, my nieces and I already
debuted in the audience carrying my family name, Auer! Josh has made it
to NaBonals in two separate leagues, ranks internaBonally in one league,
and on the show is in the 11-12 year old division.
The show is on Universal Kids staBon — Channel 763 in the
Robbinsville and Hamilton area. To ﬁnd your channel to watch Ninja
Warrior Junior where Josh will be a star eventually, use the link
below; click on 'Don't Know Your Channel?’ and type in your zipcode.
hNps://www.universalkids.com/
If you know nothing about this sport (as was true for me last year) it is
exciBng, moBvaBng, and a very upbeat, supporBve sport for those
compeBng at any age. I've been to several compeBBons now and been in
on a few strategy discussions, and I would recommend this sport for
anyone who needs to learn persistence, conﬁdence, thinking/strategizing
skills or to build his or her strength and physical stamina. There's a small
Ninja gym only a few minutes away from Prince of Peace that I visited
aLer church one Sunday as well as one in Freehold; and a gym in Hamilton
is opening a Ninja secBon soon. Amazingly, this sport is in the process of
becoming part of the Olympics in just a few years. Who knows, with three
award winners and a TV compeBtor in my family and my brother's
company owning a soLware product used at more and more compeBBons
already, I may soon have an Olympic athlete!
— Nancy Reyes
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Parish Care Notes
As Advent begins and we prepare for our Christmas Season …
During the advent and Christmas seasons, we think of and spend 6me with our families. Some members of our
church family may appreciate a liYle extra care during this 6me. If you are able to share a liYle 6me, make a call,
deliver some holiday cheer, assist a member with some holiday tasks, read a Bible story or say a prayer with a
member of our church family, please let the Parish Care Team know, we can provide details.

Care Notes, Prayer Squares

ﬁlling about thirty boxes this year. (Numbers may
change as we gather addresses.)

Care Notes are available in the gathering area.
Please take, read, and pass along to another as
needed. Many thanks to Ginger Reierson for helping
to keep the display organized and current. And to
Chris Wethe for the ﬁnancial support of this project.

Please check to make sure we have a current
year address for your young adult for shipping.
(When all are home for Christmas is a great Bme
to get an address). The deadline for geqng
addresses to us is January 20. Packing and
shipping will be on February 4-5, 2019. Look for
the details in the gathering area.

Prayer Squares and prayer cards are in the
breezeway to share with others.
Current TransportaFon OpportuniFes

New OpportuniFes: Soups On

Sunday transportaBon to and from the
Monroe/Clearbrook area to Sunday our church
service. Many thanks to those who have been
providing rides. If you can help with rides please
let us know.

Soup is a warm ﬁlling meal, feeding both the
body and the soul.
We would like to pick one day a month and
make soup at the church. We will make two pots
and share them with members of our community
who would appreciate a warm soup lunch or
supper.

Caroling/Sing-a-long at Stonebridge
Plan on joining us and ChrisBan Ed as we go
caroling in the area on Sunday December 16th
following our Sunday service. This will be a
special treat for those we visit. All voices
welcome; come spend some Bme with your
church friends and some older friends in the
community.

We would make the soup and then deliver it
that day.
Young and old, those who know how to make
soup and those who want to learn are all
welcome. We can try diﬀerent soup recipes
during the year.

Advent Calendars

This will be a fun way to spend some Bme at
the church, get to know some of our church
family, get some great soup recipes and warm
the body and soul of many.

The Advent Calendars to our young adults are
in the mail — Many thanks to the families who
provided us with addresses.
Sneak Peek - ValenFne Care Boxes
(Yes, ValenFne!)

If you are interested please let us know so we
can plan some dates to make soup.

Our next big project is the annual shipment of
ValenBne Day Care Packages to our young adults
away at school and in the military. Watch for the
details in the gathering area in January 2019.

Phone Calls
We are looking for some folks who would be
willing to make a few phone calls during the year
— Just to say Hi and check in with our church
family members.
Share some Care
Martha Winder
maw14jpw@aol.com

We will need lots of donaBons — baked
goodies, school supplies, snacks, dollars for
shipping, and current addresses — to ﬁll and
send our POP care boxes. We are planning on

Thanks to all who helped with the Community Thanksgiving Service on Sunday Nov. 18.
The recepFon had rave reviews from all who were there.
Thank you for all your help with baking and bringing in yummy treats.
A wonderful evening for all.
-6-

177 Princeton-Hightstown Road
Princeton JuncBon NJ 08550
Church Oﬃce:
609-799-1753
Fax:
609-799-0958
E-Mail
:
email@popnj.org
Website: popnj.org
Worship: Sunday, 9:30 am

Sunday Schedule
Worship at 9:30 am
EducaBon Hour at 10:45 am

Oﬃce Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 am to 2 pm
Friday 9 am to noon

