Tidings of Peace

Advent

Worship in December

In person/Livestream Worship at 9:30 am
https:/[www.facebook.com/popnjchurch

December 1
Advent One
“The Days are Coming”
Pastor Peter Preaching

December 8
Advent Two
“Crying in the Wilderness”
Pastor Peter Preaching
Baptism of Jonah Medoza
Reception of New Members

December 15
Advent Three
“Again | Say Rejoice”
Pastor Peter Preaching

December 22
Advent Four
“My Soul Magnifies the Lord”
Pastor Peter Preaching

December 29
Christmas One
“Lessons and Carols With
Reflections From Martin Luther”
Pastor Peter Preaching

December 2024

Pastor’s Page

We all know Christmas has been commercialized,
but | always thought Advent still belongs to the
church. But alas, establishments have now found
how to cash in on our holy season.

The Advent Calendar is a meaningful way for the
church to wait for the coming Christ. As a child |
remember the anticipation of opening a new
window each day to find a symbol of the faith,
culminating with Mother Mary holding Baby Jesus
on December 24th,

But sacred Advent calendars have given way to
their secular counterparts. Arecent issue of The
New Yorker reported that we do not have to wait
until Christmas to get stuff, we can get an Advent
calendar that gives new gifts every day up until
December 24th. The magazine calls it Getting
Delightful Stuff in December. Not the most original
thought, but it names what'’s really going on.

I's not calendars, per se, that retailers offer, but
what they call, Advent Offerings. Rachel Syme, the
writer of the article, reports: “You can find luxurious
advent offerings in almost every category: caviar,
macarons, chili oils, Japanese snacks, fountain pen
inks, Swarovski crystals, puzzles, natural wine, La
Mer creams. It's a capitalist free-for-all, and no
industry is immune.”

This stuff is not cheap. One can give the Diptyque
calendar for $495. It is a box of shrunken candles
and Parisian perfumes. There is the Bonne Maman
calendar offering twenty-four French jams with
flavors like caramel coffee and cherry pink
peppercorn. Try that on your morning toast.
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Tidings, the newsletter of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,
is published monthly. Articles, story ideas, and comments
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Update on 2025 Pledges

The Finance Team would like to thank those of
you who were able to pledge by Sunday,
November 24th. We received 28 pledges
totaling almost $119,000.

The Church thanks everyone for their
thoughtful and generous donations!

If you were unable to pledge, please consider
doing so over the next two weeks in
December. This would be a great assistance
to the Finance Team and Council in developing
the 2025 spending plan.

Thank you again and Happy Holidays!
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Or how about the Flaviar calendar, offering
twenty-four whiskey samples, along with two little
sniffers to drink from, all for only $250. And of
course there is chocolate. The Dandelion
Chocolate advent calendar reveals twenty-four
bonbons including flavors like ube, yuzu, and
strawberry Linzer. If $295 sounds too expensive,
Dandelion has a cheaper calendar for $195. This
advent calendar has turned into a multi-million
dollar enterprise selling out long before
Thanksgiving.

Rachel Syme wrapped the article up by
unwrapping one of the candies. “As | bit into one
of this year’s decadent sweets- a Pecan Pie
Dragee- all | could think was, Thank you, Jesus!”

After all this indulgence | wonder if there is
anything left to get for Christmas? Gold,
frankincense, or myrrh perhaps?

Pastor Froehlke

Advent Midweek

We again are partnering with St.
Bartholomew’s Lutheran Church in Trenton for
our Advent Midweek Services. Prince of
Peace will host on Wednesday December 4th;
St. Bart’s on December 11th,  Prince of Peace
will host a Blue Christmas on December 18th.
All services begin at 7:30 with a community
meal served at 6:30. Join us.

Christmas Services

Christmas Eve 7:30pm
Christmas Day 9:30am
December 29th

Lessons and Carols 9:30am



Book Group

If interested in joining the book club,
please contact Phyllis Church at
609-799-0723 or p.church@mindspring.com
We meet once a month in the church lounge at 1
p.m. Please bring your lunch and/or snack for
others to share.

Thursday, January 9th, at 1:00 p.m. in
the lounge

Good Night, Irene
by Luis Alberto Urrea

NEW YORK TIMES BES

In 1943 Irene Woodward
leaves her abusive
boyfriend, enlists with
Red Cross, and heads off
to Europe to join the war
effort. After training she
joins an elite group of
women known as the
Donut Dollies. Together
they drive to the

(LIS ALBERTO URREA

s 5 b of The House of Boghen Angels

front line of the battle to provide donuts and a taste
of home to the troops preparing to fight. The author
takes his mother's own Red Cross Service as
inspiration for the story of these overlooked heroines
of WWII.

Annual Christmas Luncheon
Tuesday, December 10th

This December we will again meet at the
Springdale Clubhouse (1895 Clubhouse Dr.,
Princeton, NJ) for our annual Christmas
luncheon. All book group members are invited.
Please arrive at 1 p.m. R.S.V P. to Martha
Winder at maw14jpw@aol.com

Reminder: Christmas Gifts
Wishes from Individual Children

Served by Lutheran Social
Ministries of New Jersey

Again this year, Prince of Peace is partnering
with Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey
(LSM/NJ) to provide Christmas gifts requested
by individual children that they serve. We have
a list of wishes from 25 children. The link to the
list was sent out to the PoP members via email
recently and is also available on the PoP
website. Thank you to all who have already
chosen gifts, and thank you in advance to
those who will be choosing gift(s) for a child or
children. The gifts are between $25 and $30
each, but you may make out the check for
either amount per gift. We will send LSM/NJ a
check for the total amount, and LSM/NJ will
purchase and deliver the gifts. Any extra money
will be used by LSM/NJ for additional children.
Selections may be made through Thursday,
December 12, 2024. The checks, made out to
Prince of Peace and earmarked "LSM/NJ
Children's Christmas Gifts", will be appreciated
ASAP, but no later than December 15, 2024.

Thank you so much for being a part of this
giving opportunity,

Berta Schott, on behalf of the Social Outreach
Ministry Team and LSM/NJ

Thanks for the Thanksgiving
Food Bag Donations

Thank you to all who donated food bags,
turkeys and hams for St. Bart's
Thanksgiving distribution to their neighbors
in their surrounding community. Prince of
Peace collected and delivered 25 food bags
and accompanying meat. According to St.
Bart's recent Facebook posting, over 200
families received food. St. Bart's and all who
received food are most grateful and send
their thanks to you for being an important
part of this outreach giving ministry.

Appreciatively,
Berta Schott, for the PoP Social Outreach
Ministry Team, St. Bart's, and the Recipients
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Parish Care

As Advent begins and we prepare for our
Christmas Season.....

During the advent and Christmas seasons,
we think of and spend time with our families.
Some members of our church family may
appreciate a little extra care during this time.
If you are able to share a little time, make a
call, deliver some holiday cheer, assist a
member with some holiday tasks, read a
Bible story or say a prayer with a member of
our church family please let the Parish Care
Team know, we can provide details.

Care Notes are available in the gathering
area. Please take, read, and pass along to
another as needed. Many thanks to Ginger
Reierson for helping to keep the display
organized and current. And to Chris Wethe
for the financial support of this project.

Look for the table in the gathering area with
Christmas cards. They will be sent to our
homebound members and friends. Please
take a moment to share a Christmas
message. They will be mailed by Dec. 20t,

2025 Calendars are being gathered.

Many Thanks for all those donations.

We need to deliver them to local senior living
facilities in our area.

If you can help deliver them please let me
know.

Dec 2024

Up Coming Project

Valentine Care Boxes and Bags (yes Valentine
Day!) Mark your 2025 Calendars to help.

Our next big project is our annual shipment of
Valentine Day Care Packages - to our young adults
away at school, in the military and care bags to our
homebound Senior citizens. Watch for the details
in the gathering area in January 2025.

We will need donations - baked goodies and dollars
to purchase goodies, treats and supplies, and
shipping costs. If you know someone to include,
please make sure we have their name and
address.

We need to have names and USPS address of
students and senior adults by Jan. 12, 2025 to
prepare for the shipping of boxes and delivery
of bags.

Phone Calls

We are looking for some folks willing to make a few
phone calls throughout the year. Just to say Hi and
check in with our Church family members. Please
let me know if you could make a few calls

Share some Care

Martha Winder



Prince of Peace Lending Library

The Prince of Peace Lending Library has a new
addition this month:

Troublemaker for Justice: The Story of
Bayard Rustin, the Man Behind the March on
Washington: by Jacqueline Houtman, Walter

Naegle, Michael G. Long — donated by the
Racial Justice Team:

This book was recently featured in our adult
forum on the First Anniversary of Reconciling in
Christ at Prince of Peace.

A biography for younger readers about one of the
most influential activists of our time, who was an
early advocate for African Americans and for gay
rights.

Bayard Rustin was a major figure in the Civil
Rights movement. He was arrested on a bus 13
years before Rosa Parks and he participated in
integrated bus rides throughout the South 14
years before the Freedom Riders. He was a
mentor to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., teaching
him the techniques and philosophy of Gandhian
nonviolent direct action. He organized the March
on Washington in 1963, one of the most impactful
mobilizations in American history.

Despite these contributions, few Americans recognize
his name, and he is absent from most history

books, in large part because he was gay. This
biography traces Rustin’s life, from his childhood
and his first arrest in high school for sitting in the
“whites only” section of a theater, through a
lifetime of nonviolent activism.

If you have any suggestions or would like to
discuss ideas or resources for the library, please
contact Kathy {kathynowak@verizon.net} or Greg
Nowak {gregsnowak@yverizon.net}.
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177 Princeton-Hightstown Road
Princeton Junction NJ 08550

Church Office: 609-799-1753
E-Mail: email@popnj.org
Website: popnj.org

Sunday Schedule
9:30 am (in person/Livestream)

Office Hours
Monday through Thursday, 9 am - 2 pm
Latest details can be found in the Sunday bulletin
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