January 2019

Three Movies

Worship in January
Sunday Morning Worship at 9:30 am

Sunday, January 6
Epiphany of Our Lord
The Feast of the Epiphany

Sunday, January 13
The Bap6sm of Our Lord

Sunday, January 20
Second Sunday a:er Epiphany
The Wedding at Cana

Sunday, January 27
Third Sunday a:er Epiphany
The Body of Christ

January Events
January 6
Epiphany Party

January 7, 14, 21, 28
S6tchers

January 9, 16, 23, 30
Chris6an Focus

January 10
Book Group

January 14
MLK Day of Service

The Annual Congregational
Meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, February 3

The week between Christmas and New Year's oﬀers me =me to watch
movies that I've heard or read about through the year. Let me
recommend three movies I watched last week that I won't say I enjoyed,
but all three certainly cap=vated me.
Roma is in theaters but is also streaming on NeHlix. The story centers
upon two women living in Mexico City in the early 1970s. Cleo is the
maid and nanny for Soﬁa, a doctor's wife with four young children.
Though on opposite ends of the social spectrum, I liked how the movie
wove together the struggles of these two, while each empowered the
other to prevail and move forward from their trials. Don't watch Roma if
you're =red. The movie is in black and white and in Spanish. At =mes it
moved a liQle slow.
I'm going to preach on The Death of Stalin on Sunday, connec=ng the
Russian tyrant with King Herod in the Epiphany story. The Death of Stalin
was promoted as ‘a comedy of terrors,’ which preQy much sums it up.
The story follows the four members of Stalin's Central CommiQee as they
seek to determine Stalin's successor upon his unexpected death. That
alone is funny since Stalin never planned on dying and hence had no real
plan on who should take over once he was gone. This is not comedy as in
‘ha ha.’ The laughs come from the absurdity of a dictator's inner circle
thinking they can control a clearly uncontrollable event.
I am sure Come Sunday will make it into a sermon. Come Sunday tells
the story of Bishop Carleton Pearson. The Bishop isn't a bishop like we
know. He is just a pastor, but the pastor of a mega church in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. The Bishop seems to have it all. A full church. A huge staﬀ.
Worship that is televised as the Bishop's charisma shines through. But
then Bishop Pearson has a Luther experience, in other words he actually
wrestles with scripture. The Bishop was trained at Oral Roberts University
and was actually a protégé of the evangelist. His theology was hell ﬁre
and brimstone. But as Pearson reads Romans (sound familiar?) he comes
to the belief that God loves and works on behalf of all people, not just
evangelical Chris=ans. Come Sunday is a B grade movie, but it's worth
watching as the bishop's church struggles and ul=mately rejects their
pastor when he starts preaching grace. Come Sunday is also available on
NeHlix.
Happy Watching!
— Pastor Froehlke

A Year That Was . . . A Year that Will Be…
On Friday evening, December 21, Church Musician
John Franek oﬀered the second installment of his
Anno series, a two-hour medita=ve sound installa=on
with live piano and electronic sounds. As I sat and
relaxed as the sound waied over me, I gently took
Megan’s hand, and we just breathed together for
several minutes. Earlier that day, we sadly had to say
goodbye to our beloved dog, Cassie. Cassie, a mixbreed spaniel, had been with us since early 2003,
going prac=cally everywhere we did for almost sixteen
years. This was the culmina=on of about six months of
=me where we knew her days in this realm were
coming to an end. So saying goodbye was hard and
has lei us profoundly sad. But we also have found
peace, and we know that Cassie has as well.

community for being the community that we
con=nue to need and rely upon. I’m especially
thankful to John Franek for coming in to replace Tom
Marvil (who is doing well at graduate school). John
has brought a vitality and freshness of musical
perspec=ve that has buoyed me, and his friendship
and support is unwavering. At our darkest hour (on
the ‘darkest’ day of the year), John liied us and
comforted us with his music.

The year 2018 was a diﬃcult year for us. My
teaching career at Westminster was oﬀ, then back on,
and now likely back oﬀ due to low enrollment in the
midst of the ongoing transi=on proceedings with
Rider University, a poten=al Chinese buyer, and a slew
of lawsuits. Finding a suitable work subs=tute was a
diﬃcult process. And we were dealing with the ﬁnal
days of our elderly dog. Through it all, though, Megan
and I found comfort in the support of our family and
friends, especially those at Prince of Peace. And we
simply would like to say thank you to the PoP

2018 brought fond memories, too, though. We
celebrated PoP’s 50th anniversary with many events.
Members of our Adult Choir performed at Carnegie
Hall in June. We had lovely trips to visit family and
friends. And our music ministry oﬀered many
wonderful selec=ons as we con=nued to provide
leadership during our worship services.
In 2019 the thing I’m looking forward to most in
the music ministry is the crea=on of a new trio of
pieces for Holy Week. Using poetry by three female
poets, some of PoP’s own musicians (Chris=ne Chen,
John Franek, and yours truly) will each be wri=ng a
new anthem for the choir to sing during our Good
Friday worship in April. John will con=nue his concert
series in the New Year. And there will be worship
services and gatherings to pray and sing and cry and
shout with joy … with each other … in our loving
community of faith and hope and grace. From our
family to yours, Merry Christmas, Happy New Year,
and we’ll see you ‘on the road’ in 2019.
— Peace, Doug

Tidings, the newsleQer of Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, is published monthly. Ar=cles, story ideas, and
comments can be emailed to loismcase@gmail.com.
Deadline for the February issue is Sunday, January 27
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Rev. Peter Froehlke, Pastor
Dr. Doug Helvering, Minister of Music
Kathy Nowak, Parish Administrator
John Franek, Church Musician
Tim Urbanek, Treasurer
Dorothy Safranek, Financial Secretary

Congregational Council
Newman Wilson (President)
David Case (Vice President)
Rich Carlson
Mary Ellen Glickson
Nancy Herrington
David Jeedi
Mar=n Rexroad
Wendy Schutzer
Diane Urbanek
Elizabeth Wagner
David New, Secretary (non-vo=ng)

January Music Schedule
January 6
Winter Choir
January 13
Adult Choir
January 20
Adult Choir
January 27
Adult Choir
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January Events
A

Epiphany Party

Book Group meets January 10
Hostess Betsy Riley
Prince of Peace Lounge
RSVP to betsyfriley@gmail.com

Join us on the Feast of Epiphany, Sunday
January 6, for an Epiphany Party. In the
morning aier worship, we will ﬁll luminary
candle bags.

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah
Amazon reviewers gave this
memoir by comedian Trevor
Noah a full ﬁve stars. Noah is a
talented storyteller, and this
memoir is his eloquent and
touching account of growing up
as the mixed race child of a
single mother in deeply racist
South Africa under apartheid. Readers will be
moved by Noah's ability to counter hardship
and suﬀering with humor. The author's strong
and resilient mother plays a central role in his
account.

That evening, beginning at 5:00 pm, we will
gather in the Community Room for a potluck
supper and then walk the labyrinth illuminated
by the luminary candles.

Joyful Stitchers in January
With our TASK project completed, we are
looking for new ways to help, so if you know of
a service project that the Joyful S=tchers could
help out with, please let us know!
Meanwhile, In January, we'll be con=nuing
to work on our ongoing projects. A few
examples include hats for preemies, cat mats
for rescued kipes, and our pocket prayer
cloths.

February 7
Educated by Tara Westover
At the home of Ginny Moore
24 Terrapin Lane, Mercerville

If you’d like to join us, our mee=ngs are on
Mondays in the lounge, alterna=ng between
aiernoon mee=ngs at 1:00 and evening
mee=ngs at 6:30. If you’d like to learn to knit or
crochet, we're happy to help you learn! Our
pocket prayer cloths are a great ﬁrst project!
Come to one of our mee=ngs and our
experienced kniQers and crocheters can help
you out.

RSVP to ginnycmoore@gmail.com or call 890-1929

This stunning memoir
recounts the author's struggle
to educate herself despite
unbelievable odds. As the child
of a survivalist Mormon couple
who didn't believe in public
educa=on, Tara never saw the
inside of a classroom un=l age
17. Her book chronicles her eﬀorts to escape
her brutal, dysfunc=onal family, gain access to
the outside world and receive an educa=on.
Rated by numerous sources as one of the ten
best books of 2018.

For more informa=on, please contact Kate
Chen at kcmchen@comcast.net.
Joyful S=tchers' schedule for Mondays in
January: January 7, 1:00; January 14, 6:30;
January 21, 1:00; January 28, 6:30.

The Book Group usually meets the second Thursday
of the month at 7:30 pm.
New members are always welcome.
If interested, please contact Phyllis Church
RSVP to Phyllis at 609-799-0723
or p.church@mindspring.com

The January Dona9on Requested
for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen is
Salad Dressing
Please place dona6ons in the
wooden box in the breezeway.
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Christian Focus Meets on Wednesdays

Adult Classes Scheduled

Chris=an Focus meets every Wednesday from 12
noon to 1:30 pm in the lounge. On January 9th we will
begin reading a book wriQen by a Pastor-Caregiver
en=tled Who is God When We Hurt?

Adult classes following worship on Sunday
include
Sunday, January 13th
Topic TBA
Sunday, January 20 & 27
IntroducAon to the work of Dr. Darrell Guder
Based on the book by Darrell Guder, Missional
Church: A Guide for the Sending of the Church in
North America, all are encouraged to aQend to a
two Sunday presenta=on and discussion on this
seminal book. No need to read the book in advance
and all are welcome to aQend one or both forums.
As a follow-up, Dr. Darrell Guder will be presen=ng
at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in February 9.
Called by the Holy Spirit and sent to share the
Good News of God's loving mercy and grace, we
will gather together to learn more about becoming
a community of apostles sent out in an everchanging world.

The author, Beth Scibienski, was a newly ordained
pastor when her husband was diagnosed with
Mul=ple Sclerosis. Her book tells how this diagnosis
challenged her life and includes stories of loss and
grief, faith and doubt involving her, her husband, her
congregants, and her community. Her humanity and
humor is always present.
Later in the spring we expect to be honored by a
visit from the author herself. All are invited to join us
when we read this book and later when the author
comes to visit.

La Convivencia Sponsors
MLK Day of Service &
Community Dialogue
La Convivencia will hold its second MLK Day of
Service on Monday, January 21, from 10 am to 1 pm
at First United Methodist Church of Hightstown.
Volunteers will be organizing winter clothes and
canned goods for RISE and a local food pantry.
Volunteers are asked to bring a few items to
donate and to register in advance at hQps://
www.eventbrite.com/e/mlk-day-of-service-acommunity-dialogue-=ckets-53859833211?aﬀ=eac2
Hightstown First Methodist is at 187 Stockton
Street in Hightstown.
Dona=ons can be placed in the La Convivencia
dona=on box located by the white double doors at
Prince of Peace.

Wednesday Pastor Classes
Begin January 16, 7:30, Lounge
Beginning Wednesday, January 16th, Pastor
Froehlke will lead a Bible class on Tamar and Jael
(Genesis 38 and Judges 4). The class will con=nue
through February 6.

Coming in February

On the Road Again with Jesus:
Challenges of Being Christian
in the 21st Century
Dr. Darrell Guder, noted author and Professor
Emeritus at Princeton Theological Seminary, will
present a workshop on Saturday, February 9, from
9 am to 2 pm, at Prince of Peace.

Can You Donate Some Jewelry
Did you get jewelry for Christmas and start
no=cing some that you no longer wear? Do you have
mismatched or broken jewelry?

The author of The Missional Church and The
Con6nuing Conversion of the Church, Professor
Guder is especially known for his analysis of the
state of the Chris=an church in North America and
giied at adap=ng the ideas and experience of the
ﬁrst century church to current challenges.

During the ﬁrst few weeks of of January, Nancy
Reyes will take anything you have as a dona=on to
Cinderella's Closet.For the past two years a talented
ar=st has used such jewelry to create unique pieces
that will be given to New Jersey teenagers at
Cinderella's Closet Bou=que Day this spring to match
their free prom gown and accessories.

A dona=on of $15 is requested to cover costs of
the workshop and lunch.

Thanks in advance for your contribu=ons!
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Advent Giving Tree and Gifts for Specific Children
Much Appreciated
Twenty children in Camden whose speciﬁc
Christmas gii requests were fulﬁlled by Prince of
Peacers, and many other children and senior ci=zens
who are served by Lutheran Social Ministries of NJ in
Camden, had a very Merry Christmas, thanks to the
saints at Prince of Peace who donated items and gii
cards under the Advent Giving Tree and giis on the
children’s wish list.

Thank You …
Thank you for making Christmas extra special for
the children at Lutheran Social Ministries Camden.
The families who live in this aﬀordable housing are
just gepng by and your giis make a big diﬀerence.
Thank you for making an eﬀort, collec=ng presents
and gii cards, and for remembering the residents
of LSM Camden.

There was even a bag of assorted warm hats
kniQed by Carolyn Grotz, who does this every year for
the Giving Tree recipients. Susan and Miah Crossen
used their ar=s=c talents to make the wish list sign-up
sheet and the crea=ve tags to aQach to each gii.

I have one more favor to ask, which is to please
remember the families of LSM Camden in your
prayers.
Thank you for the giis that allow us to build
rela=onships and work to make the lives beQer for
the people we serve.
Beth Gebhart
Director, Mission Advancement

Usually we can transport everything to the LSM/
NJ headquarters in one vehicle. This year, it took two!
Awesome! Imagine the smiles on the faces of the
recipients on Christmas Day … sheer joy!
Lutheran Social Ministries and the PoP Social
Outreach Team are grateful for your responses and
generosity and thank you very much.
Thanks be to God, who works through us, for
allowing us to do God's Work with Our Hands. And
may 2019 be a banner year of opportuni=es to carry
out God's mission and ministry.
— The Social Outreach Team

Thank You
La Convivencia would like to express its
deepest gra=tude for the help on the Holiday Day of
Service provided by Prince of Peace members. We
could not have done it without your support.
La Convivencia appreciates your =me and eﬀort
to bake the cookies. You are our angels!
Thanks again for being part of this wonderful
community building event.
Tasneem Sultan
President & Execu=ve Director
La Convivencia

Prince of Peacers Help with
La Convivencia Day of Service
Overseen in part by Prince of Peace members
and Brandi Hebert (lei) and Margaret Frantz
(right), who also serve on the La Convivencia Board,
the Holiday Day of Service resulted in over 300 care
packages and about 600 cookies. All were donated
to RISE and Arm In Arm families.
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Parish Care Notes
Now that Christmas is past and the New Year is here
The Boxes are coming!
We need lots of help!
We need help supplying, packing and shipping the boxes!

The congrega=on donates the goodies to ﬁll the
boxes along with a few dollars to help with the cost of
shipping (may be placed in the oﬀering plate with
valen=ne boxes noted in the memo sec=on). The
goodies are collected at the church for several
Sundays in January, the boxes are packed and readied
for shipping at the church, and taken to the USPS for
shipping. Then by Valen=ne’s Day our young adults
away at school get a special package with lots of love
and care from their church family.

ValenAne Care Boxes
As we enjoy the twelve days of Christmas and
prepare to celebrate Epiphany, it is =me to look
forward to February. A very favorite tradi=on, for both
the senders and receivers, at Prince of Peace is the
ﬁlling and shipping of care packages.
Many years ago the boxes were a surprise, but now
our college students know the box is coming and they
are always ‘surprised’ to see how many goodies and
surprises we can ﬁt into the 8” x 8” x 12” box. This
tradi=on started many, many years ago with just a few
boxes and last year we sent 32 boxes.

So while you are out with your holiday returns and
bargain hun=ng, remember we are soon ﬁlling around
30 boxes with treats for those in school and living
away from home. So if you ﬁnd some goodies pick
them up and bring them to the church. Shipping last
year average $18 per box.

The care packages contain a variety of goodies
from home-made cookies and brownies, pens, postits, candy, instant soups, hot chocolate packets,
snacks, and many other things that make a student's
life more enjoyable. This reminds them and their
friends that they are in our thoughts and prayers.

Plan on baking some cookies, supplying
some treats and dona=ng some $$s to help ﬁll
the boxes with lots of extra love, care, prayers,
and goodies!

Things to Be Done
• Names and shipping addresses of 2018-19 students are needed by
January 20. Look in the gathering area for Parish Care’s current
lis=ng. Add, correct, and delete as needed. This helps with our
count of boxes to be ﬁlled and sent.
• Goodies to be collected in the gathering area un=l February 3.
• Dona=ons of $$$s to help cover the cost of shipping may be put in the
oﬀering – note Valen6ne Boxes on dona=on.
• Boxes will be ﬁlled and readied for shipping on Monday, February 4,
star=ng at 7:30 pm in the gathering area. Plan on coming and help
ﬁll the boxes. We start promptly.
• Boxes to be taken to the post oﬃce and UPS on Tuesday, February 5.
• Also, anyone interested in taking on a larger role with this project
please let me know.
Look for more details posted in the gathering area or contact Martha
Winder, 609-799-7280 or maw14jpw@aol.com
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Parish Care Ongoing Projects
and Thank You’s
Hope through Healing Grief Notes
Mailings to families who have lost loved ones.

Care Notes, Prayer Squares
There are kniQed Pocket Prayer Squares and Prayer
Cards in the breezeway. They are there for you to take
and share with someone.

SPLASH and Growing in God’s Love
Mailings to families that have welcomed a new child
into their lives.

TransportaAon
Many thanks to those who have been providing
rides to and from church. If you would like to help
with some transporta=on needs — mostly on Sunday
mornings along with a few weekdays for special
errands — please let us know. Details will be
provided.

Care Notes
Available in the breezeway to take as needed.
Meals
Prepare and provide a simple meal for a church
family as needed. If you can prepare a simple meal
when needed please let us know.

If you know of any folks who should be included in any of
our projects or you would like to assist with any of our
projects, please no6fy Parish Care.

Cookies, Soup
Anyone interested in baking cookies or making
soup to share with others?
Please let me know so we can plan a date, =me
and tasty treat to make and share.

Thank You — Thank You — Thank You
Many thanks to all the members who wrote Merry Christmas messages in Christmas cards
for our Community Caroling on December 16.
The folks we caroled to greatly appreciate being remembered.
Many thanks to our carolers for sharing their voices, =me, and care.

More Thank You’s
To all who donated 2019 Calendars and Cards.
They have been taken to area senior living facili=es for the residents.
The ac=vity directors were very grateful that we were thinking of their residents
and said the calendars and cards are greatly appreciated and used.
Watch for the calendar collec=on box this fall.
We are always looking for folks to learn about and to help grow our Parish Care ministry.
Contact Martha Winder 609-799-7280 or maw14jpw@aol.com for more details.
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177 Princeton-Hightstown Road
Princeton Junc=on NJ 08550
Church Oﬃce:
609-799-1753
Fax:
609-799-0958
E-Mail
:
email@popnj.org
Website: popnj.org
Worship: Sunday, 9:30 am

Sunday Schedule
Worship at 9:30 am
Educa=on Hour at 10:45 am

Oﬃce Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 am to 2 pm
Friday 9 am to noon

