
Worship in January
In person/Livestream Worship at 9:30 am

 https://www.facebook.com/popnjchurch

January 4 
Christmas 2 

January 11  
The Baptism of Our Lord 

Epiphany Service 
Tuesday January 6 at 7:00 p.m. 

Receive your Star Word for 2026.  Walk the 
labyrinth. 

January 18 
  Epiphany 1 

January 25 
Epiphany 3  

Tidings of Peace
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Tidings, the newsletter of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 
is published monthly. Articles, story ideas, and comments 

can be emailed to rclarecarlson@aol.com. 
Deadline for the February issue is Sunday, January 25th 

Staff and Officers of Prince of Peace
Rev. Peter Froehlke, Pastor 

Rev. Dale Selover, Director of The House Next Door 
Dr. Doug Helvering, Minister of Music 

Victoria Chow, Church Musician 
Dorothy Safranek, Financial Secretary 

Cheryl “Sherri” Daniels, Office Manager 

Congregational Council
Joan New - President  

Kathy Nowak - Vice President 
Ellen McBrearity 

Jessica Clarke 
Michelle Conk 
Beth Mitchell 

Christian Oehm 
Dorothy Safranek 

Con Sweeney 
Claudia Thompson 

David Herrington, Secretary (non-voting)

January 2026

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 25, 10:45 am. 

Please make every effort to 
attend. 

https://www.facebook.com/popnjchurch


Book Group
If interested in joining the book club,

please contact Phyllis Church at 
 609-799-0723 or p.church@mindspring.com

We meet once a month in the church lounge at 1 
p.m.  Please bring your lunch and/or snack for 

others to share.

Thursday, January 8th at 1 p.m. in 
the Lounge

Broken Country by Clare 
Leslie Hall

Beth and Frank are happily 
married and live on a farm in 
the English countryside. 
Everything changes, 
however, when Beth’s 
brother-in-law shoots a dog 
going after their sheep.  The 
dog’s owner is Gabriel, the 
man Beth loved and lost as a
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teenager. Tensions arise as a love triangle 
develops and Beth is faced with an impossible 
choice.  The novel is a mystery as well as a love 
story and has all the twists and turns of a thriller. 

Behind Her Eyes by 
Sarah Pinborough

Thursday, February 12th at 1 p.m. in 
the Lounge

Louise is shocked when 
she finds out the man 
she recently met in a bar 
is her new boss.  A new 
friend turns out to be his 
wife.  David’s a 
psychologist. He and 
Adele’s marriage looks 
ideal, but Louise soon 
discovers something is 
very wrong.  
Unfortunately, she’s still attracted to David 
even as she values Adele’s friendship.  Look 
for a surprising twist at the end of the story.

mailto:p.church@mindspring.com


Thanks for All the Donations for the 
Christmas Gifts Requested 

by LSM/NJ

Thank you to all who provided the means for 
the Christmas gift wishes of the children, 
hospice patients, and food gift cards for seniors 
who are serviced by Lutheran Social Ministries 
of New Jersey (LSM/NJ).  

Beth Gebhart, our contact at LSM/NJ, sent 
deep appreciation for what we were able to 
provide and was very grateful for our 
generosity. The wishes of all 20 children were 
met, several hospice patients received gifts, 
and several senior citizens were provided the 
means for food gift cards.  

In total, thanks to some extra monetary 
donations, Prince of Peace folks provided $880 
for gifts, enabling LSM/NJ to provide gifts for 
some additional constituents. LSM/NJ 
purchased the gifts, wrapped them, and 
delivered them. 

Thank you again to all of you for supporting this 
important outreach ministry,  

Berta Schott, for the Social Outreach Ministry 
Team and LSM/NJ

Social Outreach Ministry Team

Many Thanks for the 
Thanksgiving Food Baskets 

for St. Bart’s
Thanks to all who contributed 
Thanksgiving Food Bags, turkeys, and 
hams to St. Bart's! They gave out 237 
bags and send their deep appreciation 
to Prince of Peace for our donation of 
35 bags.  

Thank you for your part in this 
wonderful and much needed outreach 
ministry, 

Berta Schott, for the Outreach Ministry 
Team, and the People at St. Bart’s.
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Thrivent Members - Important 
Reminder

If you are a member of Thrivent, your 
financial products may build Choice 
Dollars during each calendar year.  You 
have the opportunity to choose where 
those dollars get donated BUT you have 
to do so by March 31 of each year.  

To designate what nonprofit YOUR 2025 
Choice Dollars support: 

-   Go to Thrivent.com and Log In 
   Look in the Shortcuts column on  
   the right and click Direct Choice  
   Dollars. 

- This will tell you how many choice                       
dollars you have for 2025 (each family 
member has a separate login and 
amount) and how to designate who gets 
them. 

-  Choose ANY nonprofit registered as a        
501C3 organization for your designation 
(you can get your favorite added to this 
list if not showing there). 

NOTE: If you want the money to go 
toward a specific purpose or fund within a 
nonprofit, you’ll need to notify that 
organization if there is no separate 501C3 
status. 

Ex: Donate to Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church, Princeton Junction but email  
Greg Novak if you want it to go 
specifically toward House Next Door, 
Property Fund, Refugee Fund, etc.  If you 
don’t it will go in as general church 
income.    

Need Help?  Call Thrivent or your 
Thrivent Representative BEFORE 
MARCH 31! 



Racial Justice

MANY THANKS to those of you who 
contributed to POP’s Refugee Fund in 2025…
Thanks to you we were able to get special 
gifts for each member of the Haitian family 
we’ve been supporting!  From a doll with 
accessories to remote control vehicles to a 
small portable piano and musical toy to 
kitchen essentials they’d been doing without, 
everyone in the family got something from our 
congregation!  (They were personally 
delivered by Joan New and Cathy Corcoran a 
few days before Christmas - thanks ladies!).   

Other reasons to celebrate this month were 
two members (the 18 year old nephew and 
the father) passing their DMV written 
knowledge test! Generously, the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation gives grants for 6 
hours of professional driving lessons to 
refugees working with the Mercer County I-
RISE Volunteers, and the Trenton I-RISE 
office will help with translators so they can 
start taking driving lessons after the holidays!  
Looking forward to having their own 
transportation - what a great way to start 
2026!!! 

As January arrives, have YOU thought about 
volunteering a little more in 2026?  If so, 
consider volunteering with I-RISE. A one hour 
virtual training is necessary but that’s pretty 
easy to schedule.  There are also many 
options of how to help.  You can join our team 
to work with this family in a pair on a flexible 
basis. Helping one of the men practice driving 
after the initial professional lessons is another 
option.  Volunteers are often needed for 
special events without any of that training or 
other commitment, and there are multiple 
ways you can help in the office in Trenton or 
at the store or woodshop in Highland Park on 
and off or regularly.

Lastly, below are expectations of another I-RISE 
volunteer opportunity - being a one-on-one 
mentor to a 15-24 year old refugee which is a 
program the Trenton office is currently trying to 
expand. Here’s an overview of being a mentor: 
Meet with mentees once a week to start, for at 
least one hour. 
Provide guidance and support to help mentees 
achieve their academic or occupational goals. 
Serve as a mentor to help mentees adjust to 
living in New Jersey. 
Share experience and insight from their field of 
work. 
Optional: Interest in working with a small group 
on various ELL (English Language Learning) 
topics based on mentee interests. 
If you’d like to explore being a mentor, please 
email Quintina Wells 
<Quintina@interfaithrise.org> who is 
coordinating the program and Victor Palaez, 
Director of the Trenton I-RISE office 
<victor@interfaithrise.org> (and please CC 
NancyR at email below so we know who from 
POP showed interest). 

Also looking ahead, the Racial Justice Team is 
working on plans for POP members and friends 
to share our families’ immigration stories over 
several weeks in February as we look back on 
Mary and Joseph’s journey to register while 
expecting and their later flight from their home to 
protect baby Jesus.  If you’d like to share your 
family’s immigration history or to work on 
planning these activities with our team, contact 
Nancy Reyes at nancyauerreyes@gmail.com or 
609-273-1239 (cell).  We’re always anxious to 
welcome members, whether only for this one 
project or as an ongoing part of our team! 
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Ending 2025 with Fun for our Refugees/ Starting 
2026 with YOUR migration history!



Parish Care January  2026

Donations can be placed in the offering or sent to 
the church.  

Donations are used to purchase items to fill boxes 
and bags and to ship the boxes. 

Last year shipping charges were ~$22/box.  

Right now I am anticipating: 14 bags to fill and 8 
boxes to fill and ship.  I will update as we receive 
names. 
  
BAKING 
Plan on Baking Treats to include:  Please bring to 
church on Feb. 8, 2026. 

Home baked goodies are always a favorite of all.  
We need folks willing to bake cookies, brownies, 
any treat that will travel well.  Baked goods are 
brought to the church bagged as individual portions 
( 2-3 cookies/bag). 

To help with planning, there will a sign-up sheet in 
gathering area or let me know if you are baking 
treats.  

PACKING – SHIPPING - DELIVERY 
               
Sunday Feb 8, 2026  starting 3 PM  Packing of 
boxes and bags 

Monday Feb 9, 2026  around 9 AM– take boxes to 
Post Office for shipping 

Week of Feb 9, 2026  Hand delivery of bags to our 
Seniors 

Senior Valentine bags are delivered in person to our 
Seniors that week. 
  
Then by Valentine’s Day our young adults away at 
school and our “senior members” get a special 
package with lots of love and care from their church 
family. 
  
If you would like to help with any of the above 
please let me know. 

Look in the Gathering Area for updated information.     
Also, anyone interested in taking on a larger role 
with this project please let me know. 
  
See the info on the next page and if you have 
questions: contact Martha Winder 
609-799-7280 
maw14jpw@aol.com 
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Happy New Year!  

Keeping warm as we celebrate the Christmas 
Season! 
  
Now that the new church year has started, 
it is time for us to look forward to 2026. 

In January we prepare for 
The Valentine Care Boxes and Bags Project. 
We need lots of help!  
We need help supplying, packing and shipping the 
boxes and bags. 
  
Valentine Box and Bag Project 
As we enjoy the 12 days of Christmas and prepare to 
celebrate Epiphany, it is time to look forward to 
February.  A “very favorite tradition”, for both the 
senders and receivers, at POP is the filling and 
shipping of care boxes to our young adults away at 
school and bags of treats for our “Senior home 
bound friends”.  We fill and ship boxes with goodies 
and supplies and deliver Bags filled with treats. 

Many years ago the boxes were a surprise, but now 
our college students know the box is coming and 
they are always "surprised" to see how many 
goodies and surprises we can fit into the 8” x 8” x 12” 
box.   

Several years ago we thought our older homebound 
members would enjoy some treats – hence we 
deliver bags filled with goodies to them. 

Save the Dates:  
Boxes and bags will be packed on Sunday Feb 8, 
2026 at the church starting around 3 PM 

Shipping of boxes via USPS will be on Monday Feb 
9, 2026 around 9 AM  

Bags for our “older students” will be delivered that 
week  Feb 9 -13. 
  
Several ways to help  RIGHT NOW: 

We are Gathering names and current USPS (postal) 
Addresses:  by Jan. 12, 2026. 

If you have a student or senior adult that you would 
like to receive a box/bag, please get their names and 
addresses to us by 1/12/26.  This helps us with 
planning. 

ONGOING 
Gather donations to fill the boxes.  
We are again asking for monetary donations to 
purchase the things needed to fill the boxes. 

mailto:maw14jpw@aol.com


Thank You - Thank You -Thank You 

·  Many thanks to all the members that wrote 
Merry Christmas messages in Christmas cards 
sent to our home bound members. 

·  Thank You to all who donated 2026 Calendars. 

They have been taken to area senior living 
facilities for the residents.  The activity directors 
are very grateful that we were thinking of their 
residents and said the calendars are greatly 
appreciated and used.  Watch for the calendar 
collection box this fall. 

On-going projects/needs:
 
Hope through Healing Grief Notes – mailings to 
families that have lost loved ones.
 
SPLASH and Growing in God’s Love – mailings 
to families that have welcomed a new child into 
their lives.  Yay  we have two new families 
celebrating baptisms recently!
 
Care Notes - They are available in the 
breezeway to take as needed.
 
Meals – prepare and provide a simple meal for a 
church family as needed.  If you can prepare a 
simple meal when needed, please let us know.
 
Transportation Needs -   Many thanks to those 
who have been providing rides to church.  If you 
would like to help with some transportation 
needs, especially on Sunday, please let us 
know.  Details will be provided.
 
If you know of any folks that should be included 
in any of our projects or you would like to assist 
with any of our projects, please notify Parish 
Care.
 
We are always looking for folks to learn about 
and to help grow our Parish Care ministry.   

Contact  Martha Winder for more details.
609-799-7280 
maw14jpw@aol.com 

POP Parish Care 
Valentine Care Box and Bag Project 

2026 
Details and How you can help 

Our annual Box and Bag Project is happening on Sunday 
February 8, 2026 

Boxes of goodies and baked goods are shipped  
to our young adults away at school or in the military. 
Valentine bags with goodies and treats are delivered  

to our Senior Citizens.  
This is a project that has been happening at POP for at 

least 30 years.   
It started by sending boxes to our young adults away at 

school. Boxes are filled with treats, 
 home baked goodies, school supplies and a few surprises.   

Several years ago, we started delivering  
a bag of Valentine treats to our Senior Adult “Students”. 

We need your help to support our project: 

1.  We need the names and addresses of any young adult 
away at school or a Senior adult to be included in this 
project.  We need names and addresses by 1/16/26 - 
ASAP. 

2. Bakers are needed to bake the homemade cookies, 
brownies, or something yummy that will travel well.  
Baked goods can be bagged as individual portions (ie/
2-3 cookies/bag).  They need to at the church by Sunday 
Feb 8, 2026.  

   Right now, it looks like we will be filling 22 boxes and  
   bags.  Please sign up on the bakers’ sheet in the   
   gathering area. 

3. We are asking for Monetary Donations only this year to   
    purchase treats and postage. 
    I have a few shoppers that will buy the supplies/treats/  
    goodies to fill the boxes and bags.  
    Plus, we will need to cover the cost of mailing the boxes.   
    (Best guess this year is ~$25 postage/box.)     
    Donations may be placed in the offering, dropped off at    
    the church or mailed with a note for  
    Val box project. Thank you for all your financial support   
    of this project. 

4.  Look for cards to be signed in the church gathering area   
     on Sunday mornings.   
     These will be included with boxes and bags. 

5. Boxes and Bags will be filled and packed on Sunday Feb  
    8th starting around 3 PM 
    in the double classroom in education wing. 

Thank you for your support of this project.   
It is fun for us to do and fun for those receiving a special 

valentine gift. 

If you have questions please contact me. 
Martha Winder 
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Church Office:  609-799-1753 
E-Mail:  email@popnj.org 

Website: popnj.org 

Sunday Schedule 
Worship at 9:30 am (in person/Livestream) 

Office Hours 
Tuesday through Thursday, 9 am - 2 pm 

Latest details can be found in the Sunday bulletin 

mailto:email@popnj.org
http://popnj.org

	January 2026
	Annual Congregational Meeting Sunday, January 25, 10:45 am. Please make every effort to attend.
	Thursday, January 8th at 1 p.m. in the Lounge
	Thursday, February 12th at 1 p.m. in the Lounge
	Behind Her Eyes by Sarah Pinborough
	Broken Country by Clare Leslie Hall
	Louise is shocked when she finds out the man she recently met in a bar is her new boss.  A new friend turns out to be his wife.  David’s a psychologist. He and Adele’s marriage looks ideal, but Louise soon discovers something is very wrong.
	Beth and Frank are happily married and live on a farm in the English countryside. Everything changes, however, when Beth’s brother-in-law shoots a dog going after their sheep.  The dog’s owner is Gabriel, the man Beth loved and lost as a
	teenager. Tensions arise as a love triangle develops and Beth is faced with an impossible choice.  The novel is a mystery as well as a love story and has all the twists and turns of a thriller.
	Unfortunately, she’s still attracted to David even as she values Adele’s friendship.  Look for a surprising twist at the end of the story.
	Social Outreach Ministry Team
	Thrivent Members - Important Reminder
	Thanks for All the Donations for the Christmas Gifts Requested
	by LSM/NJ
	If you are a member of Thrivent, your financial products may build Choice Dollars during each calendar year.  You have the opportunity to choose where those dollars get donated BUT you have to do so by March 31 of each year.
	To designate what nonprofit YOUR 2025 Choice Dollars support:
	-   Go to Thrivent.com and Log In
	Look in the Shortcuts column on
	the right and click Direct Choice
	Dollars.
	This will tell you how many choice                       dollars you have for 2025 (each family member has a separate login and amount) and how to designate who gets them.
	Choose ANY nonprofit registered as a        501C3 organization for your designation (you can get your favorite added to this list if not showing there).
	NOTE: If you want the money to go toward a specific purpose or fund within a nonprofit, you’ll need to notify that organization if there is no separate 501C3 status.
	Ex: Donate to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Princeton Junction but email  Greg Novak if you want it to go specifically toward House Next Door, Property Fund, Refugee Fund, etc.  If you don’t it will go in as general church income.
	Need Help?  Call Thrivent or your Thrivent Representative BEFORE MARCH 31!
	Thank you to all who provided the means for the Christmas gift wishes of the children, hospice patients, and food gift cards for seniors who are serviced by Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey (LSM/NJ).
	Beth Gebhart, our contact at LSM/NJ, sent deep appreciation for what we were able to provide and was very grateful for our generosity. The wishes of all 20 children were met, several hospice patients received gifts, and several senior citizens were provided the means for food gift cards.
	In total, thanks to some extra monetary donations, Prince of Peace folks provided $880 for gifts, enabling LSM/NJ to provide gifts for some additional constituents. LSM/NJ purchased the gifts, wrapped them, and delivered them.
	Thank you again to all of you for supporting this important outreach ministry,
	Berta Schott, for the Social Outreach Ministry Team and LSM/NJ
	Many Thanks for the Thanksgiving Food Baskets for St. Bart’s
	Thanks to all who contributed Thanksgiving Food Bags, turkeys, and hams to St. Bart's! They gave out 237 bags and send their deep appreciation to Prince of Peace for our donation of 35 bags.
	Thank you for your part in this wonderful and much needed outreach ministry,
	Berta Schott, for the Outreach Ministry Team, and the People at St. Bart’s.
	Racial Justice
	Ending 2025 with Fun for our Refugees/ Starting 2026 with YOUR migration history!
	MANY THANKS to those of you who contributed to POP’s Refugee Fund in 2025…Thanks to you we were able to get special gifts for each member of the Haitian family we’ve been supporting!  From a doll with accessories to remote control vehicles to a small portable piano and musical toy to kitchen essentials they’d been doing without, everyone in the family got something from our congregation!  (They were personally delivered by Joan New and Cathy Corcoran a few days before Christmas - thanks ladies!).
	Other reasons to celebrate this month were two members (the 18 year old nephew and the father) passing their DMV written knowledge test! Generously, the Unitarian Universalist Congregation gives grants for 6 hours of professional driving lessons to refugees working with the Mercer County I-RISE Volunteers, and the Trenton I-RISE office will help with translators so they can start taking driving lessons after the holidays!  Looking forward to having their own transportation - what a great way to start 2026!!!
	As January arrives, have YOU thought about volunteering a little more in 2026?  If so, consider volunteering with I-RISE. A one hour virtual training is necessary but that’s pretty easy to schedule.  There are also many options of how to help.  You can join our team to work with this family in a pair on a flexible basis. Helping one of the men practice driving after the initial professional lessons is another option.  Volunteers are often needed for special events without any of that training or other commitment, and there are multiple ways you can help in the office in Trenton or at the store or woodshop in Highland Park on and off or regularly.
	Lastly, below are expectations of another I-RISE volunteer opportunity - being a one-on-one mentor to a 15-24 year old refugee which is a program the Trenton office is currently trying to expand. Here’s an overview of being a mentor:
	Meet with mentees once a week to start, for at least one hour.
	Provide guidance and support to help mentees achieve their academic or occupational goals.
	Serve as a mentor to help mentees adjust to living in New Jersey.
	Share experience and insight from their field of work.
	Optional: Interest in working with a small group on various ELL (English Language Learning) topics based on mentee interests.
	If you’d like to explore being a mentor, please email Quintina Wells <Quintina@interfaithrise.org> who is coordinating the program and Victor Palaez, Director of the Trenton I-RISE office <victor@interfaithrise.org> (and please CC NancyR at email below so we know who from POP showed interest).
	Also looking ahead, the Racial Justice Team is working on plans for POP members and friends to share our families’ immigration stories over several weeks in February as we look back on Mary and Joseph’s journey to register while expecting and their later flight from their home to protect baby Jesus.  If you’d like to share your family’s immigration history or to work on planning these activities with our team, contact Nancy Reyes at nancyauerreyes@gmail.com or 609-273-1239 (cell).  We’re always anxious to welcome members, whether only for this one project or as an ongoing part of our team!
	Parish Care January  2026
	Happy New Year!
	Keeping warm as we celebrate the Christmas Season!
	Now that the new church year has started,
	it is time for us to look forward to 2026.
	In January we prepare for
	The Valentine Care Boxes and Bags Project.
	We need lots of help!
	We need help supplying, packing and shipping the boxes and bags.
	Valentine Box and Bag Project
	As we enjoy the 12 days of Christmas and prepare to celebrate Epiphany, it is time to look forward to February.  A “very favorite tradition”, for both the senders and receivers, at POP is the filling and shipping of care boxes to our young adults away at school and bags of treats for our “Senior home bound friends”.  We fill and ship boxes with goodies and supplies and deliver Bags filled with treats.
	Many years ago the boxes were a surprise, but now our college students know the box is coming and they are always "surprised" to see how many goodies and surprises we can fit into the 8” x 8” x 12” box.
	Several years ago we thought our older homebound members would enjoy some treats – hence we deliver bags filled with goodies to them.
	Save the Dates:
	Boxes and bags will be packed on Sunday Feb 8, 2026 at the church starting around 3 PM
	Shipping of boxes via USPS will be on Monday Feb 9, 2026 around 9 AM
	Bags for our “older students” will be delivered that week  Feb 9 -13.
	Several ways to help  RIGHT NOW:
	We are Gathering names and current USPS (postal) Addresses:  by Jan. 12, 2026.
	If you have a student or senior adult that you would like to receive a box/bag, please get their names and addresses to us by 1/12/26.  This helps us with planning.
	ONGOING
	Gather donations to fill the boxes.
	We are again asking for monetary donations to purchase the things needed to fill the boxes.
	Donations can be placed in the offering or sent to the church.
	Donations are used to purchase items to fill boxes and bags and to ship the boxes.
	Last year shipping charges were ~$22/box.
	Right now I am anticipating: 14 bags to fill and 8 boxes to fill and ship.  I will update as we receive names.
	BAKING
	Plan on Baking Treats to include:  Please bring to church on Feb. 8, 2026.
	Home baked goodies are always a favorite of all.  We need folks willing to bake cookies, brownies, any treat that will travel well.  Baked goods are brought to the church bagged as individual portions ( 2-3 cookies/bag).
	To help with planning, there will a sign-up sheet in gathering area or let me know if you are baking treats.
	PACKING – SHIPPING - DELIVERY
	Sunday Feb 8, 2026  starting 3 PM  Packing of boxes and bags
	Monday Feb 9, 2026  around 9 AM– take boxes to Post Office for shipping
	Week of Feb 9, 2026  Hand delivery of bags to our Seniors
	Senior Valentine bags are delivered in person to our Seniors that week.
	Then by Valentine’s Day our young adults away at school and our “senior members” get a special package with lots of love and care from their church family.
	If you would like to help with any of the above please let me know.
	Look in the Gathering Area for updated information.
	Also, anyone interested in taking on a larger role with this project please let me know.
	See the info on the next page and if you have questions: contact Martha Winder
	609-799-7280
	maw14jpw@aol.com
	POP Parish Care
	Valentine Care Box and Bag Project
	2026
	Details and How you can help
	Our annual Box and Bag Project is happening on Sunday February 8, 2026
	Boxes of goodies and baked goods are shipped
	to our young adults away at school or in the military.
	Valentine bags with goodies and treats are delivered
	to our Senior Citizens.
	This is a project that has been happening at POP for at least 30 years.
	It started by sending boxes to our young adults away at school. Boxes are filled with treats,
	home baked goodies, school supplies and a few surprises.
	Several years ago, we started delivering
	a bag of Valentine treats to our Senior Adult “Students”.
	We need your help to support our project:
	We need the names and addresses of any young adult away at school or a Senior adult to be included in this project.  We need names and addresses by 1/16/26 - ASAP.
	Bakers are needed to bake the homemade cookies, brownies, or something yummy that will travel well.  Baked goods can be bagged as individual portions (ie/2-3 cookies/bag).  They need to at the church by Sunday Feb 8, 2026.
	Right now, it looks like we will be filling 22 boxes and
	bags.  Please sign up on the bakers’ sheet in the
	gathering area.
	3. We are asking for Monetary Donations only this year to
	purchase treats and postage.
	I have a few shoppers that will buy the supplies/treats/
	goodies to fill the boxes and bags.
	Plus, we will need to cover the cost of mailing the boxes.
	(Best guess this year is ~$25 postage/box.)
	Donations may be placed in the offering, dropped off at
	the church or mailed with a note for
	Val box project. Thank you for all your financial support
	of this project.
	4.  Look for cards to be signed in the church gathering area
	on Sunday mornings.
	These will be included with boxes and bags.
	5. Boxes and Bags will be filled and packed on Sunday Feb
	8th starting around 3 PM
	in the double classroom in education wing.
	Thank you for your support of this project.
	It is fun for us to do and fun for those receiving a special valentine gift.
	If you have questions please contact me.
	Martha Winder
	Thank You - Thank You -Thank You
	·  Many thanks to all the members that wrote Merry Christmas messages in Christmas cards sent to our home bound members.
	·  Thank You to all who donated 2026 Calendars.
	They have been taken to area senior living facilities for the residents.  The activity directors are very grateful that we were thinking of their residents and said the calendars are greatly appreciated and used.  Watch for the calendar collection box this fall.
	On-going projects/needs:
	Hope through Healing Grief Notes – mailings to families that have lost loved ones.
	SPLASH and Growing in God’s Love – mailings to families that have welcomed a new child into their lives.  Yay  we have two new families celebrating baptisms recently!
	Care Notes - They are available in the breezeway to take as needed.
	Meals – prepare and provide a simple meal for a church family as needed.  If you can prepare a simple meal when needed, please let us know.
	Transportation Needs -   Many thanks to those who have been providing rides to church.  If you would like to help with some transportation needs, especially on Sunday, please let us know.  Details will be provided.
	If you know of any folks that should be included in any of our projects or you would like to assist with any of our projects, please notify Parish Care.
	We are always looking for folks to learn about and to help grow our Parish Care ministry.
	Contact  Martha Winder for more details.
	609-799-7280
	maw14jpw@aol.com

