
Worship in June
Outdoor Worship with Holy Communion

8:30 am
In person/Livestream Worship at 9:30 am

 https://www.facebook.com/popnjchurch

June 2 
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

“Remember the Sabbath Day”   
Pastor Peter Preaching 

June 9 
       3rd Sunday after Pentecost	  

        “Dealing with Evil”	  
Pastor Peter Preaching 

First Communion for Steed Wright 

June 16 
  4th Sunday after Pentecost 

“ Pride Sunday ” 
Pastor Mary JJ Simpson-Keela Preaching 

Living Waters Lutheran Church 

June 23 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 
“  Jesus Calms the Storm  ” 

Pastor Peter Preaching 
Recognition of High School Graduates 

June 30 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

“The Power of Healing ” 
Pastor Peter Preaching 

June 2024 

Tidings of Peace

Pastor’s Page
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This past Saturday I worked the Food Pantry 
at St. Bart’s as Pastor Erich was beating guns 
into garden tools at a church in Wilmington, 
Delaware.  We distributed over 160 bags of 
groceries.  The lines have been increasingly 
long at St. Bart’s.  The good news is that there 
was enough food for everyone who came, of 
course, I don’t know if I can say it is good 
news when people have this need.  

During the course of the morning the council 
president at St. Bart’s, Barb Schendlinger, told 
me: “You know we couldn’t do this without 
Prince of Peace.”  We are church partners 
providing both food and money to this ministry.  
We are not the only partners.  St. Paul’s, 
Abiding Presence, Princeton Alliance , Mercer 
Street Friends, and Farmers Against Hunger 
are all huge supporters that make distributing 
160 bags of groceries possible.  

I share Barb’s word of thankfulness to Prince 
of Peace.  We have been generous and we 
intend to continue this generosity.  As the 
Peace Garden begins to harvest produce, 
which goes to the Food Pantry, we also invite 
the congregation to donate food items.  While 
any item of food is appreciated, Pastor Erich 
said it would be helpful if we could target our 
donations to items they put in the grocery 
grocery bags.  When you are at the store, add 
PB and J to your cart, bring it here to Prince of 
Peace, and at the end of the month we’ll take 
it to St. Bart’s.  I wonder how many jars we 
can collect.  

https://www.facebook.com/popnjchurch


Tidings, the newsletter of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 
is published monthly. Articles, story ideas, and comments 

can be emailed to rclarecarlson@aol.com. 
Deadline for the July issue is Sunday, June 30th 
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In July we will choose another item that goes in the 
bags.  I hope this will increase our food donations and 
provide a steady supply to support the St. Bart’s Food 
Ministry. 

Again, thank you for your generosity.

Pastor Peter

P.S.  I am returning to volunteer at the Food 
Pantry June 22nd if you would like to see the 
Food Pantry in action.  Let me know if you’d like 
to help out.

The Finance Team has the following to report about 
POP’s financial results for the quarter ended March 
31st: 

• Total income is 29.5% ahead of budget for the 
period 

• Total expenses are 8.9% below budget for the 
period 

• As a result of these variances, POP is showing a 
small gain as opposed to the budgeted loss. 

As of this time, available cash is sufficient to meet our 
current needs barring any unforeseen circumstances. 

The congregation’s response to the earlier projected 
cash shortfall have helped considerably. 

Thank you for your efforts! 

The next quarterly update will be as of June 30th and 
will appear in the August Tidings. 
Please feel free to call on me should there be any 
questions or if anyone would like to discuss this further. 

Con P. Sweeney 
Treasurer

Prince of Peace
Financial Update 

for the Quarter Ended 
March 31, 2024

Juneteenth
WHAM’s annual Juneteenth Service occurs on 
Monday June 10th at St. James AME Church in 
Hightstown.  The service begins at 7:30.  Come 
together with our friends and neighbors to celebrate 
Juneteenth.
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Council Corner

Your church council met on May 21.  

• Many thanks to VP Claudia Thompson for organizing the 
agenda and leading the meeting! 

• Confirmation/Pentecost Sunday was a rousing 
celebration for our confirmands and families from Joyful 
Noise. The entire council expressed how joyful the 
worship was and how everyone in attendance was swept 
up by the power of the Holy Spirit! 

• WHAM Juneteenth worship has been moved to Monday 
June 10th at St. James AME church in Hightstown, 7:00 
pm. This is important and we encourage all POP disciples 
to attend. 

• Those attending the Youth Gathering in July could still 
use monetary support. This includes our two 
confirmands, Mo Clarke & Brody Moore, and adults 
Stephanie Moore and Pastor Peter.  Please consider 
what you can give. Pastor Dale is attending at the 
invitation of the ELCA and Jess Clarke is part of the 
organizing team. 

• Mark your calendars for Saturday July 20th to enjoy a 
night at the Trenton Thunder with our partners from St. 
Bart’s!! 

• House Next Door has had a fabulous spring which was a 
mix of returning events and new events. 	  

    - It is clear that "Come and See!" is being shared by  
      those who have experienced HND to those who have  
      not - and that many of those who had not are coming  
      to see!  
    - After one more event in June, the Spiritual Formation 
       team will continue to discern "What is God inviting us 
       to?"    
      
Please hold this question in your prayers with them. 

• The Finance team is close to completing the migration to 
the ICON platform. Many reports will be easier when this 
is done. A review of all our insurance policies will take 
place in the next month or so. A summary of the 
financial status can be found elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 

• The beginnings of the Communications Team led by 
Claudia Thompson and Michelle Conk has met a few 
times. This is a team distinct from the Digital Team. If 
you have interest in either team, please contact Dave 
Herrington, Pastor Peter, or Joan New. 

• The RIC team has planned two pulpit swaps - one in 
June and one in August. They are also planning to 
participate in the Princeton Pride Event on June 22. 

• Dave Herrington and Michelle Conk attended the 
Synod Assembly on May 11.  They expressed 
amazement at seeing the joy and breadth of ministry 
across our state - so many creative ministries and 
advocacy of important issues. 

• Building Use requests have been increasing due to 
the good experiences of previous groups. The 
Building Use team is ably handling them - accepting 
requests that fit our mission and schedule. 

Peace, 
Joan New, President 

Racial Justice
Japanese American Reparations:

Lessons For Black America
In the largest single act of mass incarceration in U.S. 
history, our government forced over 125,000 Japanese 
Americans into prison camps for three years during 
World War II. On this special live episode, two leading 
activists join us to expose the true story of this racist 
atrocity, the fight for reparations that followed, and the 
importance of racial solidarity in all movements for 
change. We know Black America can achieve reparations: 
it’s been done before! 

Kathy Masaoka was active in the movement for Japanese 
American redress in the 1980s and has worked to 
educate Americans about the camps. She co-chairs Nikkei 
for Civil Rights & Redress (NCRR) and is active in the fight 
for Black reparations, testifying before Congress in 
support of H.R. 40 in 2022. 

Traci Kato-Kiriyama is an award-winning multi-disciplinary 
artist and activist, recognized for her work as writer, 
performer, cultural producer, community organizer, and 
audiobook narrator. traci co-chairs the National Nikkei 
Reparations Coalition and is on the Why We Can't Wait 
Coalition. 

Check out her video on YouTube:   https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvvauYVPJzc&t=1466s   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvvauYVPJzc&t=1466s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvvauYVPJzc&t=1466s


Book Group
If interested in joining the book club,

please contact Phyllis Church at 
 609-799-0723 or p.church@mindspring.com

We meet once a month in the church lounge at 1 p.m.  
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Thursday, June 13 , at 1:00 p.m. in the 
lounge

The Measure by Nikki Erlick

One morning eight ordinary 
people from around the world 
discover a box at their 
doorway.  In it they can 
discover exactly how long they 
will live. Indeed, they can know 
the exact month and day.

Will they open it?  This thought-provoking 
novel follows the reaction of the eight 
people who receive the box.  Their various 
stories are bound to encourage a spirited 
discussion among book club members.

Thursday, July 11, at 1:00 p.m. in the 
lounge

The Women by Kristin Hannah

old Frankie McGrath, decides to follow him as a 
combat nurse.  Sustained by the friendship of 
two fellow nurses, Frankie manages to survive 
the war. However, her homecoming is marred by 
a public who now considers her service a 
disgrace. Ironically when she seeks help as a 
veteran, she is told only males are expected since 
"There are no women in Vietnam." Riveting best 
seller! 
 

"Women can be heroes."  
These are the words that 
change a young nursing 
student's life.  When her 
brother volunteers to serve 
in Vietnam, 20 year-

Prince of Peace
Reconciling in Christ Update

June 2024  

POP’s Reconciling in Christ (RiC) team is pleased to 
announce the following activities over the coming 
summer: 

• First, on Sunday, June 16th, we will 
celebrate becoming an RiC congregation.  
Pastor JJ Simpson-Keelan of Living Waters 
Lutheran Church in Ringoes will be leading 
our service, preach, and conduct the Adult 
Forum that day.  She’ll be speaking about 
the RiC program which her congregation 
has been a participant in for twenty years.  
Pastor Peter will be conducting a pulpit 
swap with Pastor JJ that day. 

• Next, on Saturday, June 22nd, the RiC team 
will have a table at the Princeton Pride Day 
which is hosted by the Bayard Rustin 
Center for Social Justice in Princeton.  Still 
in the early stages here!  There will be a 
call for volunteers! 

• Finally, on Sunday, August 11th, Pastor 
Margarette Ouji, pastor at First Lutheran 
Church of Montclair  will be leading our 
service, preach, and conduct the Adult 
Forum.  Among her other duties, Pastor 
Margarette is the chaplain at ELCA’s 
ReconcilingWorks program. Pastor Peter 
will be conducting a pulpit swap with 
Pastor Margarette that day. 

We’re working to bring in additional speakers and 
to continue our work of education and outreach. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions 
or if you wish to discuss anything further. 

Con P. Sweeney for the RiC Team 

mailto:p.church@mindspring.com
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The Prince of Peace Lending Library has several new 
additions this month. Five of the books below were donated 
by Sara Manning with the support of a Thrivent grant which 
she applied for (there will be more next month!): 

Our Last Best Act: Planning for the End of Our Lives to 
Protect the People and Places We Love; by Mallory McDuff – 
donated by Sara Manning: 

As we begin to contemplate death and to embark on practical 
planning for life's end, many of us long to leave a legacy 
beyond a transfer of money and property--one that ensures a 
sustainable earth for our loved ones, our communities, and 
generations to come. 

With the sudden deaths of both of her parents Mallory 
McDuff began to research sustainable practices around death 
and dying, determined to honor their commitment to caring 
for the earth. For McDuff,  what started as a highly personal 
endeavor expanded into a yearlong exploration and 
assessment of green burials, aquamation, green cemeteries, 
home funerals, and human composting. 

In Our Last Best Act, McDuff bridges the gap between 
environmental action and religious faith by demonstrating 
that when the two are combined, they become a powerful 
force for the greater good. This book equips readers to make 
decisions for their own end-of-life planning. In a world 
experiencing a climate crisis and a culture that avoids 
discussions about death and dying, this book opens the 
conversation about the choices we make--and how it's 
possible for our death to honor our values, create a 
sustainable legacy, and help to heal the earth. 

Scripture, Culture, and Agriculture: An Agrarian Reading of 
the Bible; by Ellen F. Davis – donated by Sara Manning: 

This book examines the theology and ethics of land use, 
especially the practices of modern industrialized agriculture, 
in light of critical biblical exegesis. Nine interrelated essays 
explore the biblical writers' pervasive concern for the care of 
arable land against the background of the geography, social 
structures, and religious thought of ancient Israel. This 
approach consistently brings out neglected aspects of texts, 
both poetry and prose, that are central to Jewish and 
Christian traditions. Rather than seeking solutions 

from the past, Davis creates a conversation between 
ancient texts and contemporary agrarian writers; thus, 
she provides a fresh perspective from which to view 
the destructive practices and assumptions that now 
dominate the global food economy. The biblical 
exegesis is wide-ranging and sophisticated; the 
language is literate and accessible to a broad 
audience. 

Braiding Sweetgrass; by Robin Wall Kimmerer – 
donated by Sara Manning: 

Drawing on her life as an indigenous scientist, and as a 
woman, Kimmerer shows how other living 
beings―asters and goldenrod, strawberries and 
squash, salamanders, algae, and sweetgrass―offer us 
gifts and lessons, even if we've forgotten how to hear 
their voices. In reflections that range from the creation 
of Turtle Island to the forces that threaten its 
flourishing today, she circles toward a central 
argument: that the awakening of ecological 
consciousness requires the acknowledgment and 
celebration of our reciprocal relationship with the rest 
of the living world. For only when we can hear the 
languages of other beings will we be capable of 
understanding the generosity of the earth, and learn 
to give our own gifts in return. 

Food and Faith: A Theology of Eating; by Norman 
Wirzba – donated by Sara Manning: 

This book provides a comprehensive theological 
framework for assessing eating's significance, 
employing a Trinitarian theological lens to evaluate 
food production and consumption practices as they 
are being worked out in today's industrial food 
systems. Norman Wirzba combines the tools of 
ecological, agrarian, cultural, biblical, and theological 
analyses to draw a picture of eating that cares for 
creatures and that honors God. Unlike books that 
focus on vegetarianism or food distribution as the key 
theological matters, this book broadens the scope to 
include discussions on the sacramental character of 
eating, eating's ecological and social contexts, the 
meaning of death and sacrifice as they relate to 
eating, the Eucharist as the place of inspiration and 
orientation, the importance of saying grace, and 
whether or not there will be eating in heaven. Food 
and Faith demonstrates that eating is of profound 
economic, moral, and theological significance. 

The Prince of Peace Racial Justice Library has several new additions 
this month
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Parish Care News - June 2024

Sharing our POP Care with All 
  
God’s Blessings to our Confirmands – Brody Moore and 
Morrigan Clarke.  

Our usual ongoing monthly projects continue. 
Monthly mailings to families welcoming a new family member 
and families who have lost a loved one continue.  If you know 
a family to include, please contact us. 
  
Care Notes, Prayer cards and knitted prayer squares are in the 
breezeway.  Please take and share.  
  
Congratulations to all our Graduates of 2024. 

We would all like to congratulate and celebrate your 
accomplishment.  Please reach out to us and share details 
about your graduation and your future plans.  We like to keep 
in touch as you move on to new adventures.  
  
If you know of anyone to share our care with, please contact 
us with details. 

Enjoy Summer and take some time to Share some POP Care 
with Others.        

Watch for some over the summer POP parish care projects. 

Martha Winder    maw14jpw@aol.com

Peace Garden
More Help Needed This Summer! 

The Peace Garden AND the Cherry Tree Club Garden 
are almost fully planted now, but for those who do 
vegetable gardens at home, you know there’s ALWAYS 
more work to do…Each Tuesday and Thursday from 
9-11 am 2-4 gardeners devote their time (and talent, 
though many of us just follow directions and don’t 
really know gardening!) to help grow fresh produce for 
St. Barts Food Pantry….Though our email list seems 
long, we rarely have more than 2 or 3 volunteers at a 
time between vacations and work commitments.. 

This spring we’ve had one teenage boy volunteering on 
Tuesday afternoons (join in from 3-5 while school is in 
session), and we hope more teens and preteens will 
join us on and off this summer if a proposed GS Gold 
Award project is approved.  Mostly we have a few 
dedicated (older and short to be honest) volunteers 
who work to plant, prune, weed, mulch, support and 
beginning the last week in May, harvest veggies (and 
hopefully some blueberries, figs and herbs this year) 
while fighting the elements and some groundhogs that 
have returned this year to eat our produce faster than 
we can find and fill their holes…If you can help, we 
need you!  There’s always weeding (or covering areas 
with cardboard or paper and compost to fight weeds) 
and as each crop is harvested, there will be new crops 
to plant.  In Mid-June we’ll have another pickup of salt 
hay and seedlings for the next round of planting and 
harvesting will be in full swing. 

COME JOIN US for an hour or two, whatever you can 
give whenever you’re available, and make sure those 
neighbors St. Barts is serving have fresh veggies all 
summer!  Contact Nancy Reyes at 
nancyauerreyes@gmail.com to be on our email list in 
case of cancellation.  Hope to see you there!  

REMINDER: St. Bart's Still Needs 
Food for Distribution to the Hungry

Thank you to all who have recently donated food or 
money to the St. Bart's Food Pantry. It is very much 
appreciated. Even during the summer, their need for 
food to distribute is still great. Please consider 
donating one or more of the following non-perishable 
items: tuna and/or other canned meats, canned fruits 
and vegetables, rice, beans, pasta, cereal, peanut 
butter, jelly, and the like. Contributions may be placed 
in the Food Bin to the left of the white doors near the 
Community Room at any time. The bin is checked 
frequently. 

In addition, fresh vegetables and herbs from the Peace 
and Cherry Tree Club Gardens will be ready soon to be 
donated. 

Monetary donations are also appreciated. Make 
checks out to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church and 
earmark them "St. Bart's Food Pantry". They may be 
placed in the offering plate or sent to the Prince of 
Peace office at 177 Princeton-Hightstown Road, 
Princeton Jct., NJ 08550. 

Thank you for continuing to share your gifts with 
these fellow children of God, 
Berta Schott, for the Social Outreach Ministry Team 
and St. Bart's



Church Office:  609-799-1753 
E-Mail:  email@popnj.org 

Website: popnj.org 

Sunday Schedule 
Worship at 8:30 am (outside) and  
9:30 am (in person/Livestream) 

Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday, 9 am - 2 pm 

Latest details can be found in the Sunday bulletin 

mailto:email@popnj.org
http://popnj.org

