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Good Stewardship utilizes assets. Assets, of course, are what we hold. Most often we speak of our finances. Assets
are our savings. But assets also include our gifts. Musicians hold assets. The same can be said for artists, public
speakers, athletes; you get the idea.
Good Stewardship utilizes assets. Churches with large endowments are called not to hold on to their funds, but to use
them for the mission of the church. Churches with talented musicians are called not to the service of the word, but to
festival worship with full choirs. The church is called to use the gifts God has entrusted to us.
Prince of Peace holds assets. We don't hold an endowment but there are strong financial resources in our congregation. We have talented musicians who bless our congregation with a strong music ministry. We have many who
value education blessing us with a strong adult and children's educational programs.
But Prince of Peace holds one other asset that we've underutilized through the
years; the Parish House next door. This property enhances our plans for future expansion, if we ever feel called to do so. But currently the house has fallen into disrepair benefiting none of our ministries.
Again, it is not good stewardship to let the house sit.
The Parish House is an asset that is to be utilized for ministry. God does not call us
to hold it for a future expansion that may never be realized. God is calling us to use
this space for the sake of our mission.
So how can Prince of Peace be good stewards and best utilize this asset?
The church council is forming a task force to help answer this important question.
Many factors will need their consideration. What ministry could best benefit from
its space? Is God calling Prince of Peace to a new ministry based in the Parish
House? Should it be used for emergency housing or low income housing? On most
people's minds is the cost to upgrade the house into a useable condition. And finally who will take responsibility to complete the job and oversee its operation?

Budget Update
The church council and our
finance team will be holding a
special budget update meeting
on Sunday June 1 during the
education hour at 9:45. This
meeting was suggested by the
congregation during our
budget planning for 2014 in
January to assess our financial status moving into the
summer months. Please see
page 4 of this issue of Tidings
for an update on the Spending
Plan.

The Parish House Task Force will meet on Tuesday May 20 at 7:00pm to begin
answering these questions. Speak with me if you would like to serve on this task force. If you have comments or suggestions about the Parish House let me know.
God calls us always to be good stewards of our assets. It is exciting to envision our future with the Parish House actively involved in the mission of Prince of Peace.
Pastor Froehlke
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New Member Sunday
Prince of Peace will welcome new members to our congregation on Sunday May 4 at 11:00.
Classes for those wishing to join will be held during the
educational hour on April 27 and May 4.
If you would like to join Prince of Peace at this time,
please speak with Pastor.

27th Annual New Jersey Synod Assembly
May 30-31

'Listen! God is Calling'
Ocean Place Resort
One Ocean Blvd.
Long Branch, New Jersey 07740
Gathered under the theme, "Listen! God is Calling," the 27th Annual Assembly of the New Jersey Synod, ELCA, will
be held Friday-Saturday, May 30-31, 2014, with optional Thursday evening activities.
Following the close of assembly, there will be an opportunity to volunteer in the West Long Branch area. In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, there are still years of work left. Sign up for more information about helping for the afternoon when you register for assembly.
To register for assembly, please visit www.njsynod.org.

Soup Supper Thank You
Thanks to everyone that made Soup Suppers a success this year. Thank you for
bringing soup, bread and for sharing the
evening meal with Wonderful Wednesdays. It was a very nice way to lead into
the Lent services and share fellowship.
Melody Bromberg
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Kevin Ellis Farewell
and Godspeed
Kevin Ellis has completed his year of Field
Education at Prince of Peace. To thank Kevin
for his time with us we will hold a Farewell
and Godspeed on Sunday, May 4 at 11:00. A
special coffee hour will be held in honor of
Kevin.
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Grace at Work…
A few weeks ago, I shared a story about the hymn Amazing Grace with the choirs.
The story of John Newton still inspires every time I revisit it. He lived in darkness
and, by God’s grace, came to light. Newton is the person who wrote the venerable
hymn that bears witness to his conversion: “I once was lost, but now am found; was
blind, but now I see.”
There was a film titled Amazing Grace that was released in 2006. It chronicles the story of William Wilberforce, who was so influenced by Newton that he began to work toward abolition of the slave trade in England. In one poignant scene, he expresses his misgivings about entering into such a risky endeavor with
friends. One of his friends offers advice: “You may praise God or change the world. We suggest you do
both.”
There is a gospel story we heard during Lent about the healing of the blind man, revealing Jesus as the light
of the world. Often, we are unwilling or unable to ‘see’. One would think that the characters in the story
would rejoice with the man born blind. After all, he was healed! They respond instead with questions laced
with suspicion, fear, and doubt. We are reminded that we are most blind when we think we can see or are
unwilling to see. This is one of the reasons why we sing throughout Lent ‘Create in Me a Clean Heart’.
Well, it is now the season of Easter, and we shout ‘He is Risen!’ But, the hymn is still just as true and powerful amid the introspective Lenten journey as it is in the exuberance of the Easter celebration. On May 4,
members from our choir will join together with singers from NJ and PA to sing a concert of beloved hymns
and sacred songs in downtown Philadelphia. One of the songs will be an odd setting of Amazing Grace that
I wrote specifically for the occasion. The Arch Street Methodist music director asked me to set each verse
with a different melody…some are poignant while others are almost silly (as we include popular tunes like
‘The Lion Sleeps Tonight’, the theme to ‘Gilligan’s Island’, and even the tune to ‘Joy to the World’.) It’s
important, I think, to remember to respond to God’s grace in all aspects of life…in struggle and in joy…in
seriousness and in laughter. My setting seeks not to undermine the power of the hymn. Rather, it seeks to
open us up to see how God can speak to us in a wide variety of circumstances and emotions. I hope you can
come and join us in Philadelphia on May 4 to hear it! If not, the choir will sing it sometime in late May in
service.
Peace!
Doug Helvering, Minister of Music

Music Schedule
Worship at PoP

8:30 a.m.

11 a.m.

8:30

11:00

Total

Offering

May 4

Adult Choir

KoK/Chimes/
Joyful Noise

Mar. 23

71

73

144

$8,838

May 11

TBA

Adult Choir

Mar. 30

73

78

151

$6,243

May 18

Adult Choir

TBA

Apr. 6

65

70

135

$7,545

Apr. 13

100

94

194

$4,752

May 25

TBA

Adult Choir
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Council Clippings
The April Council meeting was held on Tuesday, April 8 at 7:30pm.
Highlights included:
·

Council reviewed the financial report from our Treasurer Eric Jorgensen. Expenses are in line with our
budget, and giving continues to be strong. God is good!

·

Council voted to form a group to study the possibility of planting a garden on the our property and donate
the produce to local food banks for distribution to needy people in our area;

·

Council continues its discussions on the best use of our church house and continues to investigate different
uses for the property so that we are faithful stewards of our resources;

·

Council reviewed the many accomplishments from Property Work Day and expressed thanks to Joe
Gallagher and the property team, as well as the many disciples that made the day a success. Thank you all!

The next Council meeting is Tuesday, May 13 at 7:30 p.m. All PoP disciples are welcome to attend.
Bob Durie, Council President

Update on 2014 Spending Plan
As you may recall from our Congregation
meeting in January, we approved a Spending
Plan for Prince of Peace with a very challenging giving target for 2014. This followed
our “informal” meeting earlier in January
during which our preliminary 2014 financial
picture was presented to the congregation by
the Finance team and an appeal was made for
increased giving of $15 per week (for those
that were able) in order to reduce our projected operating deficit.
We are pleased to report that our actual response to this financial stewardship challenge during the first three months of 2014
has been positive; our overall giving is trending slightly ahead of our Spending Plan target, even after accounting for prepaid and
one-time gifts made earlier in the year. Although, traditionally, giving does take somewhat of a lull during the later spring and
summer months, this is a very good start and
should be considered good news.
Thank you for your continued generosity and
commitments to the ministries of Prince of
Peace.
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Book Group
The Book Group meets at 7:30 p.m. on the second Thursday of each month unless otherwise n ot ed.
We wel c om e n e w members at any time. Please call Phyllis Church at 799-1793 with any questions.

May 8 - at the home of Diane Urbanek, 14 Monterey Drive, Princeton Junction, NJ
08550. RSVP at diurb@comcast.net or 799-8925.
Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver
Dellarobia, an Appalachian woman, plans to escape her dull existence and meet with her lover. On her
way to meet him, however, she discovers a cloud of Monarch butterflies who have chosen to roost on her
Tennessee mountain instead of their usual mountain in Mexico. This "visitation" changes her life forever.
The story is about the butterflies and the dangers of climate change but it is also about Dellarobia and her
metamorphosis.
June 12 - Location TBA
Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline
Molly Ayer, a teenaged foster child, escapes juvenile detention by performing a community service project helping an elderly woman clean out her attic. As she helps Vivian sort through her possessions,
Molly soon softens her resentful attitude and discovers a real connection to this 91 year old woman As a
young Irish immigrant orphaned in New York City, Vivian was put on an "orphan train" traveling to the
Midwest along with hundreds of other children hoping to be taken in by a kindly family. Vivian's hardscrabble life has definite parallels to Molly's own.
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Sandy Recovery Work Continues
Volunteers are the hands, heart, and soul of the ongoing Superstorm Sandy recovery efforts still happening throughout the state of New Jersey. We are extending to you an invitation to volunteer your time and effort to help those who hurt,
who are in need, or who have limited choices due to Superstorm Sandy.
To volunteer to help with a dinner
at Reformation Lutheran Church in
West Long Branch for out-of-state
volunteers on a Friday night in
May or June, or to volunteer for
Hand In Hand Work Day on May
10 (community TBA) contact
Nancy Reyes at 609-273-1239 evenings or weekends or email
reyes.nancy@verizon.net.

Saturday,
May 10, 2014
Locations to Be Announced
Volunteering from
9:00am - 3:00pm

Thank You for the LSM/NJ
Easter Baskets
Lutheran Social Ministries of NJ
(LSM/NJ) was delighted to receive
the 37 Easter baskets prepared by the
folks at Prince of Peace for children
that LSM/NJ serves. Pastor Lisa Barnes of LSM/NJ picked them up on
April 11 to deliver them to the intended recipients by Easter.
Thank you so much to everyone who
brought one, or more, baskets. They
were thoughtfully, beautifully, and
invitingly prepared, and brought much
happiness to children who often don't
have much to celebrate in their young
lives. Christ's love has shined through
you and through this ministry.
LSM/NJ and the Social Outreach
Team at Prince of Peace are grateful.
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NJ Synod International Servant Trip to Bosnia (IST), 2014...We're a Partner
As indicated in the April "Tidings", the International Servant Trip to Bosnia is a ministry of the New Jersey Synod striving to bring peace to Bosnia-Herzegovina, following a devastating civil war in the 1990s,
through the children of this beautiful, but war-torn, country. Each summer, a Synod Travel Team goes to
Bosnia-Herzegovina loaded up with supplies and prayers from the Home Team (congregations and individuals who assist with needed supplies and funding). Together with Bosnian friends and partners, the
Travel Teams hold Friendship Camps in schools and communities around the country Along the way,
they build relationships, learn about peace and reconciliation and the long-lasting effects of war, and
serve shoulder-to-shoulder with friends from all ethnic and religious backgrounds.
We are a part of the Home Team this year! In addition to praying for this endeavor, Prince of Peace is
collecting sports equipment and sewing heart pillows for the children in the camps. These items will be
used during the camp and then left there for the children to continue to use. The Travel Team needs 15
sets of sports equipment and at least 1,100 heart pillows. Directions and patterns for the pillows are available on the table in the entryway. (If you make pillows, please let Susan Crossen or Berta Schott know
how many you are making. We need to let the Synod know, so they know how many they can count on
from us.)
In terms of the sports equipment, our goal is to provide one (or, if possible, two) sets. A set consists of
three (3) each of the following items: basketballs, basketball nets, basketball pumps, volleyballs, soccer
balls, jump ropes, and beach balls. A sign-up sheet and box for the items are in the gathering area. Following is the specific information, possible sources, and approximate costs:
volleyballs – standard size
Modell's has them for @ $15
soccer balls – size 5
5 Below has good ones for $5
basketballs – full size (29.5”)
5 Below has good ones for $5
basketball nets (nets only; not hoops)
5 Below has them for @ $3
air pump – with needles
5 Below has them for $5
beach balls – 18” (Some larger ones would be appreciated, too)
5 Below has them in the spring for $1
jump ropes - with handles – 6’-7’ long (and some double jump ropes would be good, too)
5 Below usually has them in the spring for $1
5 Below is a discount store where everything is $5 or
less. Modell’s will often work with you for discounts,
if you tell them what the equipment is for. All of the
items are due by Sunday, May 25.
Thank you for your partnership in this ministry.
The Social Outreach Team and the NJ Synod IST
Teams

Trenton Area Soup Kitchen
Need of the Month

Barbecue Sauce
Bring items to the collection basket
in the entry way to the Gathering Area.
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I tell you to pray for all people, asking God for what they
need and being thankful to God. 1 Timothy 2:1

Please pray for the following people and situations this
month:
…reasons to give thanks
for the birth of a new grandson for Roger and Ginny
Moore - Andrew David Moore, born to Liz and David
Moore
for the birth of Alaina Dula (great niece of Cathy
Zuccarello)
for our Congregation Council
for the ministry of the Cherry Tree Club (preschool for
area homeless children)

Prayer
Merciful and loving God, we reach out to you and ask
that, in your faithfulness, you hear our prayers. Lead us,
through your Spirit, to walk the path of service,
righteousness, and compassion. Be with those who are in
need, assuring them of your eternal promises. We ask all
this in the name of Christ Jesus, who emptied himself out

…for those who grieve
family and friends of Kelly Gordon (roommate of Julia
Perdigao, Boston College)
family and friends of Peter Hodge (friend of Zuccarello
family)
...for those who are ill or hospitalized
Chris Wethe
Dan Shoplock (friend of Carol Klein)
Dave Cromwell (friend of Carol Klein)
Lauren Mitchell (friend of Nancy Reyes)
Darren Flynn (friend of Nancy Reyes)
Arthur Auer (uncle of Nancy Reyes)
Ella Sharpe (friend of Berta Schott)
Rob Ring (colleague of Joan New)
Allison Jtineant (friend of Joan New)
Katy Sexton (former PoP member)
Elise Markowitz (friend of Gail Campbell)
David Snodgress (husband of Beth Teske)
Sam Balgowan (Cathie's husband)
…others for whom we should pray
Irwin Auer (father of Nancy Reyes)
Allison Safranek
Catherine Blackwell (Cathy Zuccarello's mother)
Teju Jalli
Grace Sabots (niece of Joan Prins)
Clara Fernandez-Gumert
Jefferson (friend of Caitlyn Reyes)
Christopher Balgowan (Cathie's grandson)
all the unemployed and the underemployed
all who struggle with addictions and all who seek to help
them
all those who serve in the Armed Forces, their loved ones
and friends
all those who travel
Joyful Disciple Living the Faith!
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Changes ahead for our Tidings of Peace
Newsletter
It's time... we are looking at ways to change the way we
provide our newsletter to all of you. We already have
made it available on our website every month. But, we
are considering other options, as well. Beginning with
the June Tidings, we will also send it via email to our
yahoo group and discontinue the bulk mailing through
the US Post Office.
We would like to limit the volume of newsletters we
send via US Mail in order to reduce our paper, printing
and postage cost. Newsletters will continue to be available in the breezeway to pick up.
So, here are the options:
· Read the Tidings newsletter each month on
our website.
·

Receive the Tidings via the Prince of Peace
Yahoo Group email.
· Pick up a hardcopy in the breezeway on
your way out of Sunday worship.
· Request to continue having the newsletter
mailed to you via US Mail.
If you would like to continue receiving the Tidings in
your US postal mailbox, please email Kathy in the
church office (kathynowak@popnj.org) or call her at
the office (609-799-1753) and we will be sure that continues for you.

Thanks for the Valentine’s Boxes
Hey PoP,
I just wanted to thank PoP for the Valentine’s Day Care
package! It was very thoughtful and came in handy especially the hot chocolate because of all the snow we had!
Thanks again!
Matthew Safranek
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hi PoP!
I just wanted to thank you all for my Valentine's Day
care package. My roommate and I were running a bit
low on snacks, and it was definitely a sweet surprise to
receive your box of treats and cards in our mail! I am
always cheered knowing that my old PoP family is still
thinking of me :)
I know this letter is a little late in coming, but I have
been extremely busy these past 2 months. For those of
you who don't know, I am engaged! He proposed to me
Joyful Disciple Living the Faith!

on Valentine's Day, and I have been caught up in a
whirlwind of wedding planning -- on top of school and
work -- ever since then. Our wedding will be in August of
this year. I am so excited and happy! My fiancé's name is
Nicholas Lally; he is 23, originally from Louisville, KY,
and is a Sergeant and a boxer in the US Army. We have
been together for about 2 years now. We will be living at
Fort Bragg starting in May.
As for school, I will be finishing up my classes at UNCG
this May, as well. I will (hopefully) be continuing to take
classes part-time and work on my Master's of Science in
Athletic Training at Methodist University, as well as
working full-time in Fayetteville, NC. The next time I will
be home in NJ is the first weekend in June (6/6 - 6/9),
and I will definitely try to stop by! If you don't catch me
then, or just want to catch up, feel free to email me at
cynthiaereyes@yahoo.com.
Love,
Cynthia Reyes
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Prince of Peace Family

Happy May!
1
1
1
1
2
2
3
4
4
4
6
6
7
8
8
9
9
10
11
12
13
13

Joan New
Aubrianna Pfaltzgraff
Carroll Seghers
Newman Wilson
Dale Selover-Froehlke
Christine Morabito
Larry Klein
Laura Singley
James Walsh
Alexa Walsh
Robert Di Gioia
Megan Helvering
Dave Herrington
Matthew Dignan
Robin Slothower
Ingrid Brase
Gerard Di Gioia
Karen Walsh
Scott Perdigao
Dave Pontell
Hayden Klein
Timea Kolozsvary

14 Dave Campbell
15 Danielle Caputo
19 Katherine Cudmore
19 Benjamin Jorgensen
19 Ginger Reierson
20 Gordon Rohloff
21 Berta Schott
21 Mareasa Strahle
24 Kate Chen
24 Genevieve Kelly
26 Troy Johnson
27 Brian Pontell
28 Christopher Campbell
28 Phyllis Church
28 Matthew Favre
29 Andrew Grim
29 Hannah Pellichero
29 Kelsey Pellichero
30 John Durie
30 Ava Sawada
31 Julia Luczak

7 Gail & Dave Campbell
10 Bonnie Jean & Joe Gallagher
12 Bob & Megan Peterson
16 Raj and Teju Jalli
20 Mareasa & Chris Strahle
21 Noel & Brandi Hebert
23 Peter & Dorothy Safranek
24 Karen & Dave Pontell
26 Linda & Rich Carlson
26 Stacey & Jim Cibelli
28 David & Joan New
30 Greg & Kathy Nowak
31 Wendy & Michael Schutzer
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1
2
4
5
8
9
11
13
14
15
15
16
17
22
22
22
22
23
26
28
28
31

Circle of
Life

Joy Marshall
Haley Grossi
Aubrianna Pfaltzgraff
Eric Somers
Austen Bateza
Lucy Bruchok
Jacob Grim
Saeed Wright
Kirsten Johnson
Lauren Herrington
Matthew Morante
David Urbanek
Aidan Filippone
Robbie Baxter
Kirstin Pfaltzgraff
Matthew Rexroad
Gerda Somers
Kyle Grossi
Brian Long
Natasha Fidler
Robert Marshall
Katherine Brase

Page 10

177 Princeton-Hightstown Road
Princeton Junction, New Jersey 08550

Church Office:
Fax:
E-Mail:
Web Site:

(609)799-1753
(609)799-0958
info2@popnj.org
www.popnj.org

Office Hours:

Monday-Friday
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Worship:
Educational Hour:

8:30 and 11:00 AM
9:45 AM
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The People of Prince of Peace, Disciples
Rev. Peter Froehlke , Pastor
Dr. Doug Helvering, Minister of Music
Victoria Chow-Torres, Church Musician
Kathy Nowak, Parish Administrator
Wendy Schutzer, Cherry Tree Club Director
Eric Jorgensen, Treasurer
Dorothy Safranek, Financial Secretary

Congregation Council
Bob Durie, President
Steve Bromberg, Vice President
David New, Secretary
Lois Case
Josh Grim
Brandi Hebert
James Kisthardt
Kathy Morris

Peter Perkuhn
Allison Safranek
Rob Singley
Newman Wilson
Martha Winder
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Deadline for June - May 13
Tidings of Peace Editor, Lynn Gumert

lynngumert@verizon.net
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