May 2018

50/50
I'm not a gambler but I think a 50/50 is a raﬄe. This is not what I'm
talking about here, though hopefully I've goCen your aCenDon.
The 50/50 I'm talking about this month is $50,000 for our 50 years.

Worship in May
Sunday Morning Worship at 9:30 am

Sunday, May 6
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Pastor Selover
The Greatest Commandment

Sunday, May 13
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Jesus’ Prayer

Sunday May 20
Day of Pentecost
Conﬁrma>on

Sunday May 27
The Holy Trinity
The LiAle Gospel

May Events
May 7, 14, 21, 28
S>tchers

May 5
World Labyrinth Day

May 6
La Convivencia Day of Service

May 10
Book Group

May 12
West Windsor Day

May 20
Conﬁrma>on

You know by now that 2018 is Prince of Peace's 50th Anniversary.
Anniversaries celebrate the past, but they also propel us into the future.
In our 50 years Prince of Peace has never been ﬁnancially strong. In the
1970's, while POP was sDll under mission status (receiving ﬁnancial support
from the naDonal church), the Lutheran Church in America threatened to
dissolve our ministry as it was not meeDng target giving. In all 50 years POP
has never beneﬁted from a major bequest. Our giving has supported a
strong ministry, but we've never had the luxury of an endowment to carry us
through lean Dmes. This is not necessarily a bad thing. Many congregaDons
with large endowments have less than exemplary ministries. SDll, carrying a
signiﬁcant deﬁcit burdens a thriving ministry.
When I arrived ﬁve years ago, our deﬁcit ﬂoated around $80,000. Today
that number ﬂoats around $25,000. Our 50th Anniversary is an opportunity
to make a statement, not only to erase this deﬁcit, but to express conﬁdence
about our future.
In this 50th Year POP looks to raising $50,000 — $1,000 for each year.
With this amount we can ﬁrst and foremost erase the deﬁcit. Stable ﬁnancial
fooDng will allow us to conﬁdently step into our current ministries and seek
to develop new. Secondly, we will be able to address further renovaDons,
primarily our Community Room (formerly known as the Fellowship Hall).
Thirdly, 15% of the funds, regardless of what is raised, will be designated to
the work of Lutheran ImmigraDon and Refugee Services, a valuable ministry
of our church, especially in this anD-immigrant climate we are living
through. Lastly, the oﬀering would fund Anniversary year expenses,
primarily travel expenses for our former pastors.
I've spoken with our church council, the 50th Anniversary Planning Team,
and our Stewardship Team. We believe this 50/50 is aCainable.
StarDng Sunday, May 20, and conDnuing on Sundays May 27 and June 3,
we will lib up this anniversary opportunity, highlighDng the diﬀerent focal
points of the oﬀering. Sunday June 10, we will receive our 50/50 oﬀering in
honor of our 50th Anniversary Year.
This is not a gamble. God is a sure thing, as is the faithfulness of the
disciples of Prince of Peace.
— Pastor Froehlke

Not an Ending but a Beginning
It’s that Dme of year again! Academic semesters
are starDng to come to a close. And for many,
graduaDon is almost here. First, of course, come the
ﬁnal exams and research papers, all those lastminute projects to bring the season to a conclusion.
Then we celebrate not only the accumulaDon of
knowledge but the dedicaDon to the mere act of
learning, of staying curious, of conDnuing to improve
ourselves.

music as coming from this recent Dme when I wasn’t
acDvely taught by a composiDon teacher. My teachers
helped me understand what quesDons to ask and
when — and more importantly, how to answer them
(or ﬁnd the answers).
The young people who are being conﬁrmed this
month will be experiencing a similar change in their
development. They’ve been studying and discerning
the Bible and what their faith means to them, asking
quesDons and being guided by Pastor and mentors.
Their conﬁrmaDon is not the end of their Biblical study
but rather the true beginning of their mature life as
people of faith.

It was ten years ago this month that I received my
doctoral degree. Much has happened since that Dme.
What I didn’t fully realize at the Dme is that the
receiving of a degree is not a license to stop learning.
Rather the receiving of a degree means that a student
has received a suﬃcient base of knowledge and
developed skills of how to successfully conDnue to
obtain knowledge. In a way, graduaDng is the
beginning of real learning. During our school careers,
we’re given guidance by teachers, syllabi, structure,
academic advisors, library and online tools, databases,
colleagues with whom to share ideas, projects,
assignments, exams, feedback, opportuniDes to fail
and try again, reading lists, etc. Aber our school
careers have concluded, we get to take all those skills
and experiences and apply them in our careers and
conDnuing educaDon. I consider most of my best

This month, Tom Marvil and Rachel Tyler will be
graduaDng from Westminster Choir College. We have
been blessed for two years to have them working with
and learning with us, as they have greatly beneﬁCed
our ministry and congregaDonal life. Tom is moving on
to conDnue his study in sacred music and the organ.
Rachel’s path is leading to pastoral leadership and
seminary in the Episcopal Church. I have no doubt that
both Tom and Rachel will conDnue to bring joy and
comfort to those around them, and that they will
remember their Dme with us fondly, knowing that this
was a Dme of spiritual and personal learning and
growing. God has endowed us with the gib of
knowledge and the conDnuing ability to gather it and
retain it. It’s why we read and study and ask quesDons
and experiment and try new things and evaluate. It’s
why we return to God’s word, day aber day and year
aber year, for the revealing of Truth as we encounter
the triumphs and sorrows of life. I’m conDnually
thankful to be able to conDnue to grow and explore
and learn with all of you and the community of faith
at Prince of Peace!
Peace, Doug

Tidings, the newsleCer of Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, is published monthly. ArDcles, story ideas, and
comments can be emailed to loismcase@gmail.com.
Deadline for the May issue is Sunday, May 27

Staff and Officers of Prince of Peace
Rev. Peter Froehlke, Pastor
Dr. Doug Helvering, Minister of Music
Kathy Nowak, Parish Administrator
Tom Marvil, Church Musician
Tim Urbanek, Treasurer
Dorothy Safranek, Financial Secretary

Music Schedule

Congregational Council

May 6
Adult Choir

Newman Wilson (President)
David Case (Vice President)
Rich Carlson
Mary Ann Glickson
Nancy Herrington
David Jeedi
MarDn Rexroad
Wendy Schutzer
Diane Urbanek
Elizabeth Wagner
David New, Secretary (non-voDng)

May 13
Adult Choir
May 20
NighDngale Bells & Adult Choir
May 27
Megan Helvering
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May Events
A

World Labyrinth Day To Be
Celebrated on May 5th

Book Group Meets May 10
Lounge at Prince of Peace
RSVP to pchurch@mindspring.com

The Spiritual FormaDon team is inviDng the
wider community as well as Prince of Peace
members and friends to its second World Labyrinth
Day event.

The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry
by Gabrielle Kevin

This year the opening ceremony will include
light lunch fare and a drum circle led by Cathy
Campanaro of Oasis Ministries. Cathy sees the
drum circle as a form of prayer.

A. J. Fikry owns a small book store on
Alice Island. A lonely widower, he is
grumpy and cantankerous when he
discovers his favorite book salesman
has been replaced by an aCracDve
young woman. Will she pull him out
of his slump? She begins the change
in him. A new life intersecDng with his
further transforms it. Here is another
story of a lovable curmudgeon for fans of A Man
Called Ove. It will also appeal to anyone who loves
books and recognizes the impact they can have on a
person's life.

May 6th Is La Convivencia Day of Service
La Convivencia (means co-existence) will be
holding its semi-annual day of service on May 6,
from 3 to 6 pm, at First Presbyterian Church, 320
North Main Street, Hightstown.
Volunteers of all ages will be making personal
care kits and packaging food items to donate to
underserved families and individuals.

June 14th
At the home of Diane Urbanek
14 Monterey Drive, Princeton Junction
RSVP to diurb@comcast.net

The House Next Door has been a drop-oﬀ point
for donated supplies which will help supply the
project. Volunteers can also bring items to the
event.

The Book of Polly
by Kathy Hepinstall

More informaDon can be found at
www.laconvivencia.org. To register, go to the
registraDon link at hCps://www.eventbrite.com/e/
la-convivencias-bi-annual-day-of-service-

Ten-year-old Willow is ﬁxated on
the health of her 67-year-old mother
who gave birth to her shortly aber
Willow's father died. Polly is a quirky,
spirited Southerner who enjoys a
good margarita in addiDon to
quarreling with her neighbors and
shocking Willow's teachers and the
rest of the town. As Willow matures she
becomes obsessed with ﬁnding out about Polly's
mysterious past. A warm-hearted, hilarious tale.

Pulpit Exchange Coming May 6th
On Sunday May 6th, Pastors Peter and Dale
will parDcipate in pulpit exchange. Pastor Dale
will lead worship, preach, and lead the adult class
during the ChrisDan EducaDon Hour. She will
speak about the Spiritual FormaDon Ministry, The
House Next Door, and Grace Ministries. We
welcome Dale to our 50th Anniversary Year.

The Book Group meets the second Thursday
of the month at 7:30 pm.
New members are always welcome.
If interested, please contact Phyllis Church
at 799-0723 or p.church@mindspring.com
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More May Events
Stitchers in May

Synod Assembly Will Honor
Prince of Peace’s 50th Anniversary

The Joyful SDtchers ongoing projects include
hats, headbands, and lap blankets for cancer
paDents, and, for more experienced kniCers, Dny,
liCle hats for preemies. We also make Mats for Cats
— simple mats for new kiCens which we donate to a
local animal rescue shelter.

The New Jersey Synod is meeDng in Assembly May
11 &12 at the HyaC Regency Hotel in New Brunswick.
Pastor Froehlke and Newman Wilson will serve as the
voDng members from Prince of Peace. Prince of Peace
will be libed up Friday morning in honor of our 50th
Anniversary.

Join us to learn a new skill in knitng or
crocheDng, bring your own project, or just sit with us
and chat! For those who would like to learn to knit,
Prayer Cloths are a perfect ﬁrst project. Or join us at
our evening meeDngs to learn to crochet.

Four to Be Confirmed on May 20

Our sDtching days alternate between Monday
abernoons at 1:00 and Monday evenings at 6:30 in
the lounge. We'll get you started with yarn and
knitng needles or a crochet hook and give you all
the help you need to conDnue. All are welcome to
drop in.

ConﬁrmaDon is Pentecost Sunday May 20th. We
rejoice and celebrate with this year's class:
Eric Rohloﬀ
Lizzie DiGioia
Isabella Weigand
Willem Weigand.

Bente OC, Kate Chen, and Ellie Crawford are
experienced kniCers, and Kathy Morris is an
experienced crocheter. All are happy to help anyone
learn. The Monday schedule for May is

Farewell and Godspeed

May 7th at 6:30
May 14th at 1:00
May 21st at 6:30
May 28th at 1:00.

Our church musician Tom Marvel is graduaDng
from Westminster Choir College and entering a
graduate program at the University of Houston. This
means, regrevully, that Tom will be leaving. His last
Sunday will be May 20th. Join us as we say Farewell
and Godspeed to Tom.

If you're new to the SDtchers and would like
instrucDon, please contact Kate Chen
at kcmchen@comcast.net.

Coming in June
Choir To Sing at Carnegie Hall

All Invited to West Windsor Day
West Windsor Community Day is Saturday May
12th from 12 to-4 pm. Prince of Peace and The
House Next Door will be present. Please drop by the
Prince of Peace table and sit a while or just say
hello.

On Sunday night, June 24th, Prince of Peace’s Adult
Choir will make its Carnegie Hall debut. They will sing
the Faure Requiem with orchestra and choirs from
around the country
Ticket informaDon is not available yet, but the
choir would love to have some friends with it in New
York City.

We are looking for volunteers to sit at our table
to meet the community. Pastor Froehlke is
coordinaDng.
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Thank You’s
The May Dona8on Requested
for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen is

Dear Rev. Peter,
In honor of NaDonal Volunteer AppreciaDon
Month this month, please let us express our
thanks to your congregaDon for your ongoing
volunteer support of Arm In Arm. From
volunteering as individuals or teams, to collecDng
food for our pantries, to serving as advocates in
their communiDes, congregaDonal volunteers
conDnue to make a criDcal impact for Arm In Arm.
Thank you for your partnership!

Barbecue Sauce
Please place dona>ons in the wooden box in the
breezeway.

Stewards of Our Earth
Calling all members to be stewards of God's
wonderful Earth! Please consider taking advantage
of the following opportuniDes to responsibly
dispose of hazardous waste and recyclable
materials.

From all of us at Arm In Arm, thank you!
All the best,
Becca Jensen Compton
Volunteer & Community Engagement Coordinator

West Windsor Electronics Disposal Day
Saturday, May 19th, 8 am to 2 pm at West
Windsor Public Works, 70 Southﬁeld Road, West
Windsor.
Accepted Items: Propane tanks, Tires, Bicycles,
Appliances, Furniture, Electronics, Wood Fencing,
Metal, Car BaCeries, Electric Wire.
Also, a shred truck will be on site from 10 am to
2 pm.
If you can't make that day or are not a resident
of West Windsor, take advantage of:
Mercer County Household Hazardous Waste
Collec=on & Electronics Recycling Day
Saturday, June 2nd, 8 am to 2 pm at Dempster
Fire School, 350 Lawrence StaDon Road.
See the posted sign in narthex for materials
accepted and not accepted. If you cannot aCend
this event during the Saturday Dme frame but have
items to dispose of, email Wendy Schutzer to get
assistance disposing of your items
(wlschutzer@aol.com).
Thank you for caring for our creaDon, this
precious gib that God has entrusted to us.

Thank you to all the members of Prince of
Peace for spring Easter dinner with the families
of Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey.
We delivered over 200 Easter dinners to all of
our families in aﬀordable housing and many of
our seniors.
Together we touched families who celebrated
Easter with an extra-special meal. The Easter
dinners brought so much happiness — together
we just started a new tradiDon.
Beth Gebhart, ExecuDve Director
Mission Advancement, LSMNJ
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Did The Cherry Tree Club Make a Diﬀerence?
One Mother’s Answer
Life changing. Those
were the words she
used.
One Friday night
about two weeks ago,
my cell phone rang. The
caller ID idenDﬁed the
caller as Sharon/
Sharielis & Esrah. I was
stunned. Sharon was the
mom of two girls who
had aCended The Cherry
Tree Club. I had not had
contact with her for
nearly two years.

that they renovated
so that they can
purchase a house in
Hamilton. She and
her new husband
did have another
child, but she quickly
informed me that
she chose to have a
procedure that ends
her ability to have
any more children.
Esrah (left) & Sharielis (right) in 2015

Sharon and I shared
laughter and tears. I
was overwhelmed by the progress that she
has made in her life. But I was completely
humbled by her asserDon that it was The
Cherry Tree Club that had enabled her and
her family to move forward as they had. She
insisted that the program had been lifechanging for her and the girls. And,
interesDngly, she was upset that she and
other parents had not done more to share
their personal stories that aCested to the
value of the CTC program so that it could
have conDnued to exist.

The girls had started at CTC when the
family was placed in the HomeFront shelter.
They were homeless; Sharon did not have a
job; she was alienated from the father of her
girls; and they had no ﬁnancial resources.
Sharielis started ﬁrst, and then Esrah started
the same year, when she turned 2 1/2. Both
girls were in the CTC unDl it ended in 2016.
They had essenDally been with us for three
program years.
During the girls’ last year at CTC, Sharon
did obtain a job at WIC, counseling lowincome women whose children were
considered at nutriDonal risk. There, she met
a man who served as a security guard, and
last we heard, they were a couple.

Sharon and I made plans to meet, perhaps
at a park, so that the girls and I can
reconnect. I look forward to reuniDng. I look
forward to hugging the girls again, like I
hugged them every morning for three years. I
look forward to seeing a mom who is proud
of the progress that she has made in her
personal life, is proud of the children that she
has raised, and has complete hope for their
futures.

The night Sharon called me in April, we
talked for nearly an hour. I urged her to tell
me how the family was doing and she ﬁlled
me in: She and her gentleman friend ended
up getng married. They bought a house in
Trenton and ﬁxed it up. Sharon learned how
to drive, passed her driving test and bought a
car. This enabled her to obtain a beCer job in
East Windsor. The girls have been aCending
school in Trenton, and she has been acDvely
engaged in advocaDng for their interests with
their teachers and the Trenton school
administrators. Currently, she and her
husband are getng ready to sell the house

How blessed are we, as a congregaDon, to
know that we made such a profound
diﬀerence in the life of a family. This is just
one story, but I am conﬁdent that there are
more stories out there that would conﬁrm
that The Cherry Tree Club had a life-changing
eﬀect on those whom God wants us to
embrace and love.
— Wendy Schutzer
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Parish Care Notes
Spring Sing
Come Sing with Us
Watch for details. Right now there is no set date.
More information soon.
Gathering Non-Christmas Gree=ng Cards

Care Notes

We are gathering GreeDng Cards (non
Christmas) to distribute to several senior residences
in the area. This a great way to share all the
greeDng cards that you receive in the mail. If you
can help sort and/or deliver a package of cards to
the residences, please let me know.
Transporta=on

Parish Care would like to thank Ginger Reierson
for her care and help with keeping the Care Note
Display looking great. Care Notes are booklets with
inspiraDonal messages for many diﬀerent life
situaDons. They are displayed in the gathering area
and are for folks to take and read and/or pass them
along to others who might enjoy the message.

Sunday to and from church. If you can help with
getng folks to and from church please let me
know.
Phone Calls

There are kniCed prayer squares and pocket
prayer cards in the breezeway. Please share with
others.
Monthly Mailings

We are looking for a few people willing to help
make phone calls every four to six weeks to folks
who have not been able to join us on Sunday
mornings. They are calls to just share our POP care
and concern.

Monthly mailings to families with new babies,
SPLASH, and to those who have lost loved ones,
Hope Through Healing, conDnue.

Graduates
Spring is here, high school graduaDon is near,
and we are now looking for informaDon on our
2018 High School graduates. If you are graduaDng
this spring, please make sure we have some
informaDon about you – where you are graduaDng
from and what you might be up to aber graduaDon.
Please leave the details with the church oﬃce or
with the Parish Care Team.

Cooking for Others
We are looking for some folks interested in
baking cookies or making soup to share with those
in our church family who could use a liCle treat in
their life. If you have an interest in helping, let us
know so we can schedule a day.
Many thanks for all your
care and support of this ministry.
Anyone interested in helping
with any of our efforts please let us know.
Martha Winder
609-799-7280
maw14jpw@aol.com
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177 Princeton-Hightstown Road
Princeton JuncDon NJ 08550
Church Oﬃce:
609-799-1753
Fax:
609-799-0958
E-Mail
:
email@popnj.org
Website: popnj.org
Worship: Sunday, 9:30 am

Sunday Schedule
Worship at 9:30 am
EducaDon Hour at 10:45 am

Oﬃce Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 am to 2 pm
Friday — 9 am to Noon

