
Worship in May

Outdoor Worship with Holy Communion
8:30 am

In person/Livestream Worship at 9:30 am
 https://www.facebook.com/popnjchurch

May 4 
Third Sunday after Easter 

“Paul on the Road to Damascus” 
Pastor Peter Preaching

May 11 
  Fourth Sunday after Easter 

     “Tabitha and Dorcus”	 
Pastor Peter Preaching 

No Adult Class 
Happy Mother's Day 

May 18 
Fifth Sunday after Easter 

“Peter’s Vision” 
Pastor Margarette Ouij Preaching 
Pastor Ouij leads the Adult Class 

May 25 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

“Lydia Sunday” 
Pastor Peter Preaching 

No Adult Class 
Memorial Day Weekend  

Tidings of Peace
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May 2025

Pastor’s Page
On Saturday May 3rd you have a choice of two 
events in which Prince of Peace is involved.  You 
can come to World Labyrinth Day at the House 
Next Door.  Or you can come to the kickoff of 
RAWtools Trenton.   But you cannot do both 
because the events coincide. 

I’m struck by the contrast.   World Labyrinth Day 
is an annual event, the first Saturday of May.  
RAWtools is a first time experience.  You will 
pray with your feet on World Labyrinth Day.  At 
RAWtools you will pray with your hands.  World 
Labyrinth Day will be quiet.  RAWtools will be 
loud.  World Labyrinth Day will be introspective.  
RAWtools will be extrospective.  Dale will be at 
World Labyrinth Day.  I will be at RAWtools 
Trenton.   

Yet, as different as these two events will be, they 
both are about peace, they both are valued 
ministries at Prince of Peace and they both 
speak to the heart of our faith.   

Come and walk the labyrinth.  Or come and beat 
guns into crosses.   The choice is yours. 

Pastor Peter 

https://www.facebook.com/popnjchurch


Tidings, the newsletter of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 
is published monthly. Articles, story ideas, and comments 

can be emailed to rclarecarlson@aol.com. 
Deadline for the June issue is Sunday, May 25th 

Staff and Officers of Prince of Peace
Rev. Peter Froehlke, Pastor 

Rev. Dale Selover, Director of The House Next Door 
Dr. Doug Helvering, Minister of Music 

Victoria Chow, Church Musician 
Dorothy Safranek, Financial Secretary 

Cheryl “Sherri” Daniels, Office Manager 

Congregational Council
Joan New - President  

Kathy Nowak - Vice President 
Ellen McBrearity 

Jessica Clarke 
Michelle Conk 
Beth Mitchell 

Christian Oehm 
Dorothy Safranek 

Con Sweeney 
Claudia Thompson 

David Herrington, Secretary (non-voting)
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Pulpit Exchange

On Sunday May 18 Pastor Peter will 
participate in a pulpit exchange with 
Pastor Margarette Ouji of First Lutheran 
Church in Montclair.  Pastor Ouji has been 
invited by our Reconciling in Christ team 
to preach and lead worship on this day.  
Pastor Peter will be traveling to Montclair 
to lead worship at First Lutheran. 

Adult Class in May
Sara Manning, our Field Education Student 
last year, will lead our Adult Class on Sunday 
May 4th.  Sara will be presenting the ELCA 
Social Statement on the Environment.  She 
also will share about her Advocacy Immersion 
Trip through the ELCA back in December with 
nine other young adults in the ELCA.  Join us 
in the Double Classroom at 10:45. 

Pastor Margarette Ouji will speak on Sunday 
May 18th as a part of her visit to Prince of 
Peace and our RIC emphasis on LGBTQ 
matters on the day.   Join us in the Double 
Classroom at 10:45. 

Everyone is cordially invited to a time of 
music, conversation, and snacks with our 
neighbors from various faith traditions. The 
Coffee House will be held from 2-4PM on 
Sunday, May 4, in the Education Building of 
Dutch Neck Presbyterian (154 South Mill Rd, 
West Windsor). The event is organized by the 
Windsor-Hightstown Area Ministerium lay-
leaders group.

An Invitation to Prayer

During Lent we added a new prayer station to our 
worship experience. Along with lighting a candle 
and offering a prayer at the baptismal font, you 
can now have a Prayer Minister pray for you and 
with you during the distribution of Holy 
Communion.  

Thank you to Charlie Frantz, Claudia Thompson, 
Pastor Becky Resch and Pastor Dale Selover 
who are currently serving.  

If you feel called to serve as a Prayer Minister or 
would like to know more about this ministry, 
please speak with Pastor Dale.



St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church invites the 
community to attend the grand opening of 
RAWtools Trenton, housed on the church 
grounds. RAWtools is a national organization 
dedicated to countering violence by forging 
garden tools and other useful objects from 
surrendered guns in a network of shops around 
the U.S. In its larger mission, the organization 
seeks to “teach new ways to solve problems 
through relationship, dialogue, and alternative 
means of justice.” 

RAWtools Trenton Launches on May 3
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RAWtools Philly coordinator Shane Claiborne 
and St. Bart’s Pastor Erich Kussman will present 
addresses at this event, with music provided by 
the International Charter School Singers. St. 
Bartholomew, celebrating over 110 years of 
ministry in South Ward, is at 1748 S. Clinton Ave. 
For information, please call the church at 
609-393-6060.



Book Group
If interested in joining the book club,

please contact Phyllis Church at 
 609-799-0723 or p.church@mindspring.com

We meet once a month in the church lounge at 1 
p.m.  Please bring your lunch and/or snack for 

others to share.
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By Any Other Name 
by Jodi Picoult

Thursday, June 12th at 1 p.m. in 
the Lounge

The Children’s Train 
by Viola Ardone

In the aftermath of WWII, 
seven-year-old Amerigo lives 
in poverty with his mother in 
Naples, Italy.  One day he 
learns of a train that will take 
him away from the rubble-
strewn streets of the city to 
spend the winter with a family 
in the north. With thousands 
of other children he leaves 
his mother and travels 

Thursday, May 8th at 1 p.m. in the 
Lounge

This is the story of two 
female playwrights who 
were forced to take drastic 
action to get their play 
produced.  Young Melinda 
Green has written a 
modern work inspired by 
her Elizabethan ancestor. 
Emilia Bassano. 

When she despairs getting it produced, a friend 
submits it to a film festival under a male 
pseudonym.  In 1581 her ancestor Emilia 
Bassano becomes mistress to a man who 
oversees English play production. She soon 
longs to have a play of her own produced and 
decides to pay an actor named William 
Shakespeare to front her work.

to new life with his adoptive family. Life is better 
in the north and offers Amerigo opportunities he 
never had before. Through Amerigo's young 
eyes we gain a glimpse into postwar Italy as it 
struggles to become a new nation.  This is a 
touching story about the meaning of family. 

Prince of Peace 
Reconciling in Christ - Upcoming Events 

2025

The Reconciling in Christ team is happy to 
announce the following, upcoming events: 

- Sunday, May 18th – Celebration of our first 
anniversary as a Reconciling Works 
congregation supporting the LGBTQIA+ 
community.  As part of a pulpit swap with  

Pastor Peter, Pastor Margarette Ouji of First 
Lutheran Church Montclair will conduct services and 
lead the Adult Forum.  She will speak about the 
importance of the Reconciling Works program and 
its impact on people.  The RiC team will be hosting 
fellowship on this day, so please plan on joining us! 

- Saturday, June 14th – Princeton Pride Day and 
Parade.  POP will be participating in this year’s 
parade and hosting a booth at the After Party as we 
did last year as we show our support for the local 
community.  More details will be forthcoming.  
Please contact Con P. Sweeney at 
conpatricksweeney@gmail.com for more 
information and if you’d like to either help out or just 
participate! 

mailto:p.church@mindspring.com
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The Prince of Peace Lending Library

The Prince of Peace Lending Library has several 
new additions this month: 

Speaking Yiddish to Chickens: Holocaust 
Survivors on South Jersey Poultry Farms - by 
Seth Stern  – donated by the  Racial Justice 
Team: 

Most of the roughly 140,000 Holocaust survivors 
who came to the United States in the first decade 
after World War II settled in big cities such as New 
York. But a few thousand chose an alternative way 
of life on American farms. More of these accidental 
farmers wound up raising chickens in southern New 
Jersey than anywhere else. Speaking Yiddish to 
Chickens is the first book to chronicle this little-
known chapter in American Jewish history when 
these mostly Eastern European refugees – including 
the author’s grandparents - found an unlikely refuge 
and gateway to new lives in the US on poultry farms. 
They gravitated to a section of south Jersey 
anchored by Vineland, a small rural city where 
previous waves of Jewish immigrants had built a rich 
network of cultural and religious institutions. This is 
their remarkable story of loss, renewal, and 
perseverance in the most unexpected of settings. 

New Jersey's Lost Piney Culture; by William J. 
Lewis – donated by the  Racial Justice Team: 

Deep within the heart of the New Jersey Pine 
Barrens, the Piney people have built a vibrant culture 
and industry from working the natural landscape 
around them. Foraging skills learned from the local 
Lenapes were passed down through generations of 
Piney families who gathered many of the same wild 
floral products that became staples of the 
Philadelphia and New York dried flower markets. 
Important figures such as John Richardson have 
sought to lift the Pineys from rural poverty by 
recording and marketing their craftsmanship. As the 
state government sought to preserve the Pine 
Barrens and develop the region, Piney culture was 
frequently threatened and stigmatized. Author and 
advocate William J. Lewis charts the history of the 
Pineys, what being a Piney means today and their 
legacy among the beauty of the Pine Barrens. 

The Pamphlet: “Lutherans In Black 
History Black History Month Exhibition”.   

Nancy Reyes and the Racial Justice Team 
sent this out via email on February 27.  The 
pamphlet highlights notable Black Lutherans 
who shaped history in our church, community 
and beyond. 

On Palm Sunday, 1669, a Lutheran pastor in 
Albany, New York, baptized into his 
congregation an African-American man, who 
was given the name, Emmanuel. African-
American Lutherans have been in this 
country for more than 350 years, longer than 
many European immigrants whom we 
generally think of as being Lutheran. 

Those who put this together wanted to 
celebrate the lives of Black Lutheran leaders 
who would otherwise get "lost" in our 
predominantly white denomination. Further 
research is underway for a website on "Black 
and Lutheran."  As a result of that research, 
an error was found.  The picture included, 
widely believed to be Rev. Jehu Jones since 
the 1980s, is actually his brother, Edward, 
who was a missionary.  (Look for the 
correction and more Black Lutherans in the 
2026 edition!). 

The POPeace Racial Justice Team, has 
permission to share this document from Mark 
Staples, Racial Justice Ministry task force, 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Lansdale, PA. 

If you have any suggestions or would like to 
discuss ideas or resources for the library, 
please contact Kathy 
{kathynowak@verizon.net} or Greg Nowak 
{gregsnowak@verizon.net}.



Parish Care May  2025

Many thanks for all your care and support of 
our ministry 

Martha Winder 
609-799-7280 
maw14jpw@aol.com 
  

Amazing! 

April has gone by so quickly! 

Holy Week was very special! 

Our Easter Day Celebration was beautiful 
and moving! 

We are thankful for a Beautiful Easter 
Season! 

As May begins we continue with our 
monthly mailings: 

- SPLASH (to families with infants to 3 
year olds). 

- Hope through Healing (to families who 
have lost  loved ones).  

- weekly Sunday bulletins mailed to our 
homebound.   

- If you would like to include someone, 
please let us know. 

Care Notes, prayer squares and prayer 
cards are in breezeway to take. 

Care Notes are booklets with inspirational 
messages for many different life 
situations.  They are displayed in the 
gathering area and are for folks to take 
and read and/or pass them along to others 
that might enjoy the message.

Confirmation & 
Graduations

Easter Wishes were mailed to our 
homebound/senior resident church family. 
Thank you to everyone that took a few 
moments to add an Easter message.  
Greatly appreciated by me and our 
homebound members loved being 
remembered.

Transportation
If you can help with getting folks to and from 
church,  please let me know. 
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Spring is here and we are thinking about 
confirmation and graduations. 

We will be honoring our graduates in June. If you 
are graduating this spring please share some 
information about you – where you are 
graduating from and what you might be up to 
after graduation.   

Please leave the details with the church office or 
with the Parish Care Team. 

Easter Sunday Brunch
Once again we enjoyed an exceptional and 
delicious Easter Sunday Brunch!    There were 
even Mimosas to sip!  I know the Tidings’ Editor 
ate more than he should have, but who could 
resist all the great eats!  Thanks to all the 
servers, cooks and others who assisted with this 
event!  And a special thank you to Michelle and 
Michael Conk for organizing and arranging for all 
the sumptuous food, desserts and refreshments!



GARDENING IS WELL UNDERWAY!
Thanks to the help of this year’s volunteers, both 
returning and new, the Peace Garden is almost 
planted and the Cherry Tree Garden is prepped.  
Thanks to Joan New who has volunteered to drive 
to and from Philly four times this season for 
seedlings, the Cherry Tree Garden will also be 
planted soon!  Arugula, collard greens, garlic, 
potatoes, lettuce, green beans, radishes, parsley, 
chives, oregano….those are just a few of the crops 
planted already!  Tomatoes and eggplants and 
more will be in over the next few weeks….and then 
harvesting begins!  Produce grown will be donated 
to the food pantry at our partner church, St. Barts in 
Trenton. 

Are you interested in learning to garden or 
anxious to do more than just yours at home?  
Contact Nancy Reyes 
(nancyauerreyes@gmail.com) or Shari Rexroad 
(srexroad915@gmail.com) to get added to our 
email list….For the month of May, we’ll be 
gardening from 3-5 on Tuesdays and 10-12 on 
Fridays…Once the weather gets hotter we’ll be 
moving to all mornings and a little earlier, so get 
on the email list and come when you can!  
Friends and neighbors, teens and families are 
always welcome!   
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POP’s Racial Justice Team - Help a Struggling Haitian 
Refugee Family of 6

Racial Justice Team has decided to focus on 
immigration during 2025 in addition to our 
education emphasis, helping the congregation 
continue to learn and advocate for those in 
marginalized communities.  With all the executive 
orders and cuts in services helping our new 
neighbors who’ve come to America for a safer life, 
agencies like I-RISE have had to lay off many 
employees.  As a result, those families who came 
legally just before these orders have fewer support 
services they were promised for their first few 
months here…Even those who’ve been here for 
awhile are living in fear of being picked up or 
detained by ICE so worried about going out in 
public even though they came here legally and 
have working papers and government documents.  
Volunteers and donors are helping to make up for 
the social workers and other employees who would 
normally be providing support.  We’re happy to 
report that I-RISE has finally been repaid for the 
funds owed for rent and utilities put out before the 
new administration came in so they were able to 
hire back a few people but they are still working 
with a skeleton crew and have cut many valuable 
services as a result. 

Four members of the Racial Justice Team have 
already gone through the hour-long virtual training 
that orients individuals to the process these 
refugees pursued and the basics of confidentiality 
and paperwork for a basic background check to 
work with our new neighbors.  This allows them to 
be drivers, give informal English conversation help, 
learn of apps to help with translation while giving 
assistance in enrolling children in school or helping 
adults apply for jobs and help with their most  
urgent needs while helping them become self-
sufficient as soon as possible.  There are several 
other training opportunities available to help 
understand some scenarios that may come up and 
resources that are available through I-RISE and 
other local agencies or to help with legal forms or 
ESL instruction depending on how you’d like to 
help.  In addition to training, this past month POP 
members from the Racial Justice Team 
volunteered to drive a mother and child to nursery 
school, assisted employment counsellors in doing 
mock interviews for about 25 refugees using a 
given questionnaire, and met the family and social 
worker with whom our congregation has been 
matched to befriend and help them in their journey 
to independence here in NJ.  But WE NEED YOUR 
HELP!  As you can imagine, helping a family of 6 
(ages 3 through young teen plus the  

parents) adjust to life in NJ while struggling to find 
work and an affordable place to live, to learn 
where and how to shop in our grocery stores, to 
find their way to doctors and social services, and 
to learn English TAKES A VILLAGE!  Please 
consider doing the VIRTUAL TRAINING and then 
VOLUNTEERING WHETHER FOR AN HOUR OR 
TWO A MONTH OR ON A REGULAR BASIS; this 
family needs lots of help!  Offer to drive them to a 
food pantry or doctor’s appointment, share an 
American meal or visit a park or thrift store with 
them, or stop for a visit to introduce them to your 
family to show them that they’re welcome to our 
community.  Talk to Cathy Corcoran, Nancy 
Herrington, Joan New, or Nancy Reyes to hear 
about the family’s needs and see what might feel 
comfortable for you to do and THEN JOIN ONE 
OF US to play with the children and get to know 
the family over the coming months. 

Virtual Training is available with Fida Ayoubi, 
Director of Volunteers and Donations from I-RISE 
on the first, second and third Thursdays at 1 pm 
through fida@interfaithrise.org or from  Donna 
D'Anna of The Jewish Center Interfaith Refugee 
Resettlement Committee of Mercer County on  
Tuesday, May 6th or May 20 at 7:00 pm by 
contacting donnadanna@comcast.net.  (Tell them 
you are from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
through Nancy Reyes when you contact them.) 

You’ll be hearing more about the current needs 
over the coming months.  Meanwhile if you have 
any connections to help get starter jobs (they have 
work permits), know of anyone with bicycles or 
cars, working TVs or computers to donate or sell 
for a reasonable price so this and other families 
can get to their jobs or get connected to the 
community, know of a summer camp or school 
willing to help the children with scholarships or at 
reduced costs, or have another idea of how to help 
any of the refugees in our area, please contact 
one of us who’ve been through I-RISE training to 
make a connection asap… Gift cards for Uber or 
Lyft, Visa or Mastercard, grocery stores, Walmart 
of Target are always needed to help with basic 
needs.  ANY HELP WILL BE GREATLY 
APPRECIATED!!! 
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Church Office:  609-799-1753 
E-Mail:  email@popnj.org 

Website: popnj.org 

Sunday Schedule 
Worship at 8:30 am (outside) and  
9:30 am (in person/Livestream) 

Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday, 9 am - 2 pm 

Latest details can be found in the Sunday bulletin 

mailto:email@popnj.org
http://popnj.org
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	Pastor’s Page
	On Saturday May 3rd you have a choice of two events in which Prince of Peace is involved.  You can come to World Labyrinth Day at the House Next Door.  Or you can come to the kickoff of RAWtools Trenton.   But you cannot do both because the events coincide.
	I’m struck by the contrast.   World Labyrinth Day is an annual event, the first Saturday of May.  RAWtools is a first time experience.  You will pray with your feet on World Labyrinth Day.  At RAWtools you will pray with your hands.  World Labyrinth Day will be quiet.  RAWtools will be loud.  World Labyrinth Day will be introspective.  RAWtools will be extrospective.  Dale will be at World Labyrinth Day.  I will be at RAWtools Trenton.
	Yet, as different as these two events will be, they both are about peace, they both are valued ministries at Prince of Peace and they both speak to the heart of our faith.
	Come and walk the labyrinth.  Or come and beat guns into crosses.   The choice is yours.
	Pastor Peter
	On Sunday May 18 Pastor Peter will participate in a pulpit exchange with Pastor Margarette Ouji of First Lutheran Church in Montclair.  Pastor Ouji has been invited by our Reconciling in Christ team to preach and lead worship on this day.  Pastor Peter will be traveling to Montclair to lead worship at First Lutheran.
	Adult Class in May
	Sara Manning, our Field Education Student last year, will lead our Adult Class on Sunday May 4th.  Sara will be presenting the ELCA Social Statement on the Environment.  She also will share about her Advocacy Immersion Trip through the ELCA back in December with nine other young adults in the ELCA.  Join us in the Double Classroom at 10:45.
	Pastor Margarette Ouji will speak on Sunday May 18th as a part of her visit to Prince of Peace and our RIC emphasis on LGBTQ matters on the day.   Join us in the Double Classroom at 10:45.
	An Invitation to Prayer
	During Lent we added a new prayer station to our worship experience. Along with lighting a candle and offering a prayer at the baptismal font, you can now have a Prayer Minister pray for you and with you during the distribution of Holy Communion.
	Thank you to Charlie Frantz, Claudia Thompson, Pastor Becky Resch and Pastor Dale Selover who are currently serving.
	If you feel called to serve as a Prayer Minister or would like to know more about this ministry, please speak with Pastor Dale.
	Everyone is cordially invited to a time of music, conversation, and snacks with our neighbors from various faith traditions. The Coffee House will be held from 2-4PM on Sunday, May 4, in the Education Building of Dutch Neck Presbyterian (154 South Mill Rd, West Windsor). The event is organized by the Windsor-Hightstown Area Ministerium lay-leaders group.
	RAWtools Trenton Launches on May 3
	St. Bartholomew Lutheran Church invites the community to attend the grand opening of RAWtools Trenton, housed on the church grounds. RAWtools is a national organization dedicated to countering violence by forging garden tools and other useful objects from surrendered guns in a network of shops around the U.S. In its larger mission, the organization seeks to “teach new ways to solve problems through relationship, dialogue, and alternative means of justice.”
	RAWtools Philly coordinator Shane Claiborne and St. Bart’s Pastor Erich Kussman will present addresses at this event, with music provided by the International Charter School Singers. St. Bartholomew, celebrating over 110 years of ministry in South Ward, is at 1748 S. Clinton Ave. For information, please call the church at 609-393-6060.
	Thursday, May 8th at 1 p.m. in the Lounge
	Thursday, June 12th at 1 p.m. in the Lounge
	The Children’s Train by Viola Ardone
	By Any Other Name
	by Jodi Picoult
	This is the story of two female playwrights who were forced to take drastic action to get their play produced.  Young Melinda Green has written a modern work inspired by her Elizabethan ancestor. Emilia Bassano.
	In the aftermath of WWII, seven-year-old Amerigo lives in poverty with his mother in Naples, Italy.  One day he learns of a train that will take him away from the rubble-strewn streets of the city to spend the winter with a family in the north. With thousands of other children he leaves his mother and travels
	When she despairs getting it produced, a friend submits it to a film festival under a male pseudonym.  In 1581 her ancestor Emilia Bassano becomes mistress to a man who oversees English play production. She soon longs to have a play of her own produced and decides to pay an actor named William Shakespeare to front her work.
	to new life with his adoptive family. Life is better in the north and offers Amerigo opportunities he never had before. Through Amerigo's young eyes we gain a glimpse into postwar Italy as it struggles to become a new nation.  This is a touching story about the meaning of family.
	Prince of Peace
	Reconciling in Christ - Upcoming Events 2025
	Pastor Peter, Pastor Margarette Ouji of First Lutheran Church Montclair will conduct services and lead the Adult Forum.  She will speak about the importance of the Reconciling Works program and its impact on people.  The RiC team will be hosting fellowship on this day, so please plan on joining us!
	- Saturday, June 14th – Princeton Pride Day and Parade.  POP will be participating in this year’s parade and hosting a booth at the After Party as we did last year as we show our support for the local community.  More details will be forthcoming.  Please contact Con P. Sweeney at conpatricksweeney@gmail.com for more information and if you’d like to either help out or just participate!
	The Reconciling in Christ team is happy to announce the following, upcoming events:
	Sunday, May 18th – Celebration of our first anniversary as a Reconciling Works congregation supporting the LGBTQIA+ community.  As part of a pulpit swap with
	The Prince of Peace Lending Library
	The Prince of Peace Lending Library has several new additions this month:
	Speaking Yiddish to Chickens: Holocaust Survivors on South Jersey Poultry Farms - by Seth Stern  – donated by the  Racial Justice Team:
	Most of the roughly 140,000 Holocaust survivors who came to the United States in the first decade after World War II settled in big cities such as New York. But a few thousand chose an alternative way of life on American farms. More of these accidental farmers wound up raising chickens in southern New Jersey than anywhere else. Speaking Yiddish to Chickens is the first book to chronicle this little-known chapter in American Jewish history when these mostly Eastern European refugees – including the author’s grandparents - found an unlikely refuge and gateway to new lives in the US on poultry farms. They gravitated to a section of south Jersey anchored by Vineland, a small rural city where previous waves of Jewish immigrants had built a rich network of cultural and religious institutions. This is their remarkable story of loss, renewal, and perseverance in the most unexpected of settings.
	New Jersey's Lost Piney Culture; by William J. Lewis – donated by the  Racial Justice Team:
	Deep within the heart of the New Jersey Pine Barrens, the Piney people have built a vibrant culture and industry from working the natural landscape around them. Foraging skills learned from the local Lenapes were passed down through generations of Piney families who gathered many of the same wild floral products that became staples of the Philadelphia and New York dried flower markets. Important figures such as John Richardson have sought to lift the Pineys from rural poverty by recording and marketing their craftsmanship. As the state government sought to preserve the Pine Barrens and develop the region, Piney culture was frequently threatened and stigmatized. Author and advocate William J. Lewis charts the history of the Pineys, what being a Piney means today and their legacy among the beauty of the Pine Barrens.
	The Pamphlet: “Lutherans In Black History Black History Month Exhibition”.
	Nancy Reyes and the Racial Justice Team sent this out via email on February 27.  The pamphlet highlights notable Black Lutherans who shaped history in our church, community and beyond.
	On Palm Sunday, 1669, a Lutheran pastor in Albany, New York, baptized into his congregation an African-American man, who was given the name, Emmanuel. African-American Lutherans have been in this country for more than 350 years, longer than many European immigrants whom we generally think of as being Lutheran.
	Those who put this together wanted to celebrate the lives of Black Lutheran leaders who would otherwise get "lost" in our predominantly white denomination. Further research is underway for a website on "Black and Lutheran."  As a result of that research, an error was found.  The picture included, widely believed to be Rev. Jehu Jones since the 1980s, is actually his brother, Edward, who was a missionary.  (Look for the correction and more Black Lutherans in the 2026 edition!).
	The POPeace Racial Justice Team, has permission to share this document from Mark
	Staples, Racial Justice Ministry task force, Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lansdale, PA.
	If you have any suggestions or would like to discuss ideas or resources for the library, please contact Kathy {kathynowak@verizon.net} or Greg Nowak {gregsnowak@verizon.net}.
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	Once again we enjoyed an exceptional and delicious Easter Sunday Brunch!    There were even Mimosas to sip!  I know the Tidings’ Editor ate more than he should have, but who could resist all the great eats!  Thanks to all the servers, cooks and others who assisted with this event!  And a special thank you to Michelle and Michael Conk for organizing and arranging for all the sumptuous food, desserts and refreshments!
	Easter Wishes were mailed to our homebound/senior resident church family. Thank you to everyone that took a few moments to add an Easter message.  Greatly appreciated by me and our homebound members loved being remembered.
	GARDENING IS WELL UNDERWAY!
	Thanks to the help of this year’s volunteers, both returning and new, the Peace Garden is almost planted and the Cherry Tree Garden is prepped.  Thanks to Joan New who has volunteered to drive to and from Philly four times this season for seedlings, the Cherry Tree Garden will also be planted soon!  Arugula, collard greens, garlic, potatoes, lettuce, green beans, radishes, parsley, chives, oregano….those are just a few of the crops planted already!  Tomatoes and eggplants and more will be in over the next few weeks….and then harvesting begins!  Produce grown will be donated to the food pantry at our partner church, St. Barts in Trenton.
	Are you interested in learning to garden or anxious to do more than just yours at home?  Contact Nancy Reyes (nancyauerreyes@gmail.com) or Shari Rexroad (srexroad915@gmail.com) to get added to our email list….For the month of May, we’ll be gardening from 3-5 on Tuesdays and 10-12 on Fridays…Once the weather gets hotter we’ll be moving to all mornings and a little earlier, so get on the email list and come when you can!  Friends and neighbors, teens and families are always welcome!
	POP’s Racial Justice Team - Help a Struggling Haitian Refugee Family of 6
	Racial Justice Team has decided to focus on immigration during 2025 in addition to our education emphasis, helping the congregation continue to learn and advocate for those in marginalized communities.  With all the executive orders and cuts in services helping our new neighbors who’ve come to America for a safer life, agencies like I-RISE have had to lay off many employees.  As a result, those families who came legally just before these orders have fewer support services they were promised for their first few months here…Even those who’ve been here for awhile are living in fear of being picked up or detained by ICE so worried about going out in public even though they came here legally and have working papers and government documents.  Volunteers and donors are helping to make up for the social workers and other employees who would normally be providing support.  We’re happy to report that I-RISE has finally been repaid for the funds owed for rent and utilities put out before the new administration came in so they were able to hire back a few people but they are still working with a skeleton crew and have cut many valuable services as a result.
	Four members of the Racial Justice Team have already gone through the hour-long virtual training that orients individuals to the process these refugees pursued and the basics of confidentiality and paperwork for a basic background check to work with our new neighbors.  This allows them to be drivers, give informal English conversation help, learn of apps to help with translation while giving assistance in enrolling children in school or helping adults apply for jobs and help with their most  urgent needs while helping them become self-sufficient as soon as possible.  There are several other training opportunities available to help understand some scenarios that may come up and resources that are available through I-RISE and other local agencies or to help with legal forms or ESL instruction depending on how you’d like to help.  In addition to training, this past month POP members from the Racial Justice Team volunteered to drive a mother and child to nursery school, assisted employment counsellors in doing mock interviews for about 25 refugees using a given questionnaire, and met the family and social worker with whom our congregation has been matched to befriend and help them in their journey to independence here in NJ.  But WE NEED YOUR HELP!  As you can imagine, helping a family of 6 (ages 3 through young teen plus the
	parents) adjust to life in NJ while struggling to find work and an affordable place to live, to learn where and how to shop in our grocery stores, to find their way to doctors and social services, and to learn English TAKES A VILLAGE!  Please consider doing the VIRTUAL TRAINING and then VOLUNTEERING WHETHER FOR AN HOUR OR TWO A MONTH OR ON A REGULAR BASIS; this family needs lots of help!  Offer to drive them to a food pantry or doctor’s appointment, share an American meal or visit a park or thrift store with them, or stop for a visit to introduce them to your family to show them that they’re welcome to our community.  Talk to Cathy Corcoran, Nancy Herrington, Joan New, or Nancy Reyes to hear about the family’s needs and see what might feel comfortable for you to do and THEN JOIN ONE OF US to play with the children and get to know the family over the coming months.
	Virtual Training is available with Fida Ayoubi, Director of Volunteers and Donations from I-RISE on the first, second and third Thursdays at 1 pm through fida@interfaithrise.org or from  Donna D'Anna of The Jewish Center Interfaith Refugee Resettlement Committee of Mercer County on
	Tuesday, May 6th or May 20 at 7:00 pm by contacting donnadanna@comcast.net.  (Tell them you are from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church through Nancy Reyes when you contact them.)
	You’ll be hearing more about the current needs over the coming months.  Meanwhile if you have any connections to help get starter jobs (they have work permits), know of anyone with bicycles or cars, working TVs or computers to donate or sell for a reasonable price so this and other families can get to their jobs or get connected to the community, know of a summer camp or school willing to help the children with scholarships or at reduced costs, or have another idea of how to help any of the refugees in our area, please contact one of us who’ve been through I-RISE training to make a connection asap… Gift cards for Uber or Lyft, Visa or Mastercard, grocery stores, Walmart of Target are always needed to help with basic needs.  ANY HELP WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED!!!

