
  

 

December 14,  2022 
7:30pm 

Welcome to Prince of Peace! 
Advent Midweek Service—Week 3 
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Gather 
 

Gathering Words 
P Welcome in the name of the God who gathers us, 

who gra s us onto the Tree of Life, 
and who grows our faith daily. 
  
Long ago, a prophet foretold 
that from a stump, 
a new sapling would grow. 

C That sapling was Jesus. 
  
P And though Jesus would stretch up to heaven, 

he remembered his roots: 
He called Mary and Joseph his mom and dad, 
And they told him about his family tree, 
from Abraham to Zechariah. 

C But that was only half the story. 
  
P Long ago, a savior died on the cross for us. 

The dead tree of the cross put out a new shoot, 
And from that shoot 
a wild bush grows, 
full of prickly saints and florid sinners, 
all part of Jesus’ family tree. 

C And its name is: Church. 
  
P In the tangled branches of its stories, 
 we learn: 
C From genera on to genera on, God brings new life from what was dead. 

God surprises people who thought they were prepared. 
God acts according to long-expected promises, 
and also, somehow, 
right out of the blue. 
 

P Come, Divine Wonder: 
C Astonish us again. 
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 Gathering Music Evangelical Lutheran Worship #490 (vs 1, 2) 
   Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  

 
Opening Prayer 
 P God, as we wait for you, 

you place the stories of Abraham and Sarah, 
Rahab and Ruth, 
Mary and Joseph, 
and innumerable saints into our midst. 
You formed these people into a family. 
As we light our Advent candles, 
let each flame illuminate 
the beau ful tangle of saplings 
that grow from Christ, our root. 

 C And let us recognize ourselves among them.  Amen. 

Song for Ligh ng the Advent Wreath 

Branches of Evergreen Pine 

 

  

Text: Victoria Larson 
Music: OUT OF THE BLUE, Linnéa Clark 
Copyright 2022 Barn Geese Worship 

Permission is granted for printed, livestreamed, and recorded use with the purchase of this resource and with authorship 
and copyright a ribu on in wri ng. 
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Centering Prayer 
 P God of darkness and flame, 

you are mystery and revela on. 
Out of the deepening blue, 
come to us: 

 C in both ques ons and answers, 
in both doubt and faith, 
in both comfort and convic on. 

 P Abide with us in the s llness of unknowing. 
Smile with us at sudden realiza ons. 
Open our hearts 
to perceive your presence in this moment, 

 C where we are, 
however we are, 
whether or not 
we are ready. Amen. 

 

Word 
 

First Reading Luke 1:8-20 
 
Once when he was serving as priest before God and his sec on was on duty, he was      
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the 
Lord and offer incense. Now at the me of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the 
people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at 
the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear 
overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer 
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You 
will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their 
God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of       
parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord." Zechariah said to the angel, "How will I know that 
this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is ge ng on in years." The angel replied, "I 
am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to 
bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be 
fulfilled in their me, you will become mute, unable to speak, un l the day these things 
occur." 
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  L  Word of God, word of life. 
  C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Reflec on  
 
 
Silence 
 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P The Spirit weaves our community together like branches into a circle of  
  care, and now calls us to bring to mind the things we carry tonight. As you 
  feel called, please share the joys and concerns that you are tending. 
  
  Pause to let worshipers name specific joys or concerns. A erward, the  
  assembly con nues: 
  
 P Beloved, we offer our prayers to God. 
  We pray for the healing and flourishing of crea on. 
 C Every mountain will sing and every tree will clap its hands. 
 P We pray that our leaders would work toward jus ce and mercy. 
 C They will be called oaks of righteousness. 
  
  
 P We pray that the poor may find refuge and food, safety and care. 
 C They will be like trees planted beside streams of water. 
 P We pray that the sick may be made well. 
 C They will bear fruit in due season. 
 P We pray for the tangled thicket of the church; for all its saints, past and  
  present. 
 C Their leaves will be for the healing of the na ons. 
 P O Christ, 
  you are the Tree of Life. 
 C All our joys grow from your roots. 
  In your shade we leave all our cares. 
  Hear our prayers tonight and always. 
  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 P So, we pray as Jesus taught us.  
 C Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, 
   your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
   who sin against us. 
  Save us from the me of trial 
   and deliver us from evil, 
   for the kingdom, the power, 
   and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever. Amen. 

 

Sending Music  Evangelical Lutheran Worship #263 (vs. 1, 2, 6) 
   Saviors of the Na ons, Come  
   
 

Blessing 

 P Beloved friends, you are saplings growing from the Tree of Life. 
May the deep-rooted love of God anchor you. 
May the strength-giving grace of Christ grow you. 
May the bough-shaking breath of the Spirit s r you. 

 C Amen. 

 
  

 
  

  



7 

 



8 

 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
Prac cing Resurrec on With Gra tude and Grace 

 

177 Princeton-Hightstown Road 
Princeton Junc on, NJ 08550 
Church Office: 609-799-1753 

E-Mail: email@popnj.org 
Web site:  www.popnj.org 

 
Rev. Peter Froehlke, Pastor 

Office:  609-799-1753 
Cell:   908-797-7339 
Home:  609-785-5366 

Email:  pastor@popnj.org  
 

Rev. Dale Selover, Director of the House Next Door 
Cell: 908-797-7336 

Email: hnd@popnj.org 
Website: www.housenextdoornj.org  

 
Dr. R. Douglas Helvering, Minister of Music 

Victoria Chow, Church Musician 
  Geeta Telang, Office Manager 

            
Geeta’s In-Office hours this week are Sun. 9-11am, Tuesday and 

Thursday 10am-12noon 


