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Whoever you are and wherever you find yourself on your journey of faith, know
that you are most welcome here to receive God’s goodness, mercy, and love.
Welcome to Prince of Peace, a Reconciling in Christ congregation.

The Word on the Day

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest
and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after
Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts
the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people.
Paul reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the
Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples,
empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of
the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world.

Today we celebrate J'den Clarke’s confirmation.
The color of the day is red, the color of fire and the Holy Spirit.

A Prayer before Worship

We thank you for the gift of your presence that breathes life into the world.
On this day of Pentecost, we ask that you sweep through our lives once again. Ignite
our hearts with the fire of your love. Speak through us in languages of reconciliation
and peace. Unite us across all divisions, that we may be one in your service.

Fill us with your power, that we might be sent out as witnesses of hope and
grace to every corner of the earth.

Amen.



Prelude

Welcome

Gather

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Call to Worship: A Prayer for Pentecost
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God, your Spirit comes with unstoppable force to set our lives on fire.
Come, Holy Spirit, descend on us with power and truth!

When all, near and far, poor and rich, are welcomed to the table—only
then is the kingdom in session.

Come, Holy Spirit, that we may delight in the feast of God’s welcome
table!

God, at your feast there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male
nor female.

Come, Holy Spirit, give us courage, patience, and love to cross every
border!

On Pentecost, the Spirit moved the people of God from fear to bold
witness in the street and marketplace.

Come, Holy Spirit, take away every fear and set our hearts on fire!
Come, Holy Spirit, come!

Amen.

Gathering Hymn Evangelical Lutheran Worship #807

Greeting

P
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Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise All Glory Be To God On High
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P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by
sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit,
that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times
in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
L | will bless the Lord at all times; the Lord’s praise shall continually be in
my mouth (Psalm 34:1).
C Lord, bless the reading of your word. Make it come alive in our midst.
Amen.

First Reading: Acts 2:1-21

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after
Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the
gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the
Spirit, the disciples were able to witness the power of Christ’s resurrection.

When the day of Pentecost had come, the apostles were all together in one
place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind,
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each
one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they
asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each
of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about
God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What
does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”
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But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men
of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what |
say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

‘In the last days it will be, God declares,

that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

and your young men shall see visions,

and your old men shall dream dreams.

Even upon my slaves, both men and women,

in those days | will pour out my Spirit;

and they shall prophesy.

And | will show portents in the heaven above

and signs on the earth below,

blood, and fire, and smoky mist.

The sun shall be turned to darkness

and the moon to blood,

before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.””

L Word of God, Word of Life.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30)

L How manifold are your works, O LORD!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
C Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to
number, living things both small and great.
L There go the ships to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
C All of them look to you
to give them their food in due season.
L You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
C When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
L You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;

and so you renew the face oEthe earth.



C May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
O LoRD, rejoice in all your works.

L You look at the earth and it trembles;

you touch the mountains and they smoke.
C I will sing to the LORD as long as | live;

I will praise my God while | have my being.
L May these words of mine please God.

| will rejoice in the LORD.
C Bless the LORD, O my soul.

Hallelujah!

Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
P The Holy Gospel according to John the 20th chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 20:19-23

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission,
and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” When he had said this,
he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”



P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you O, Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Evangelical Lutheran Worship # 396 (vs. 1, 3)
Spirit of Gentleness

Affirmation of Baptism

Presentation
P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for J’den, one
with us in the body of Christ, who is making public affirmation of his
baptism.

The President of the Congregation presents J'den
| present J’den Jax Clarke who desires to make public affirmation of his baptism.

Let us pray.

P Merciful God, we thank you for this brother,
whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism.
You have called him to yourself,
Enlightened him with the gifts of your Spirit,
and nourished him in the community of faith.
Uphold your servant in the gifts and promises of baptism,
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.
We ask this in the name of Christ.

C Amen.

Profession of Faith
P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,
the powers of this world that rebel against God,
and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

| renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

X T© X OV =D

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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Affirmation
P

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

J'den, you have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God'’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

I do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support J’den and pray for him in his
life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.

Stir up in J’den Jax the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and
forever.

Amen.

Let us rejoice with this brother in Christ.

9
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C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

Prayers of Intercession
P Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our

broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

Congregational Response

P Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C Amen.

Offertory Anthem Victoria Chow

Offertory Hymn Evangelical Lutheran Worship #691
Accept O Lord the Gifts We Bring
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Offertory Prayer

P

Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus,
Amen.
Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Great Thanksgiving

P
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eucharistic Prayer

P

God of surprises your Spirit brooded over the water at creation

and lived among your chosen people in wilderness, exile, and promised
land.

Your Spirit filled Mary’s womb at the moment of Jesus’ conception and
came upon him like a dove at this baptism.

When Christ died on the cross your power raised him from the tomb on
the third day, and that same evening he breathed your forgiving grace on
those who had deserted him.

On the day of Pentecost you sent your Spirit upon the fearful disciples,
filling them with fire, with power, with wonder and joy, and making them
your church.

And so we gladly thank you, with angels and archangels and all the
company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending praise.
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Prayers of Thanksgiving

P

God of comfort and strength, we look to your Holy Spirit

to be with us in sorrow and in contentment, in crisis and in abiding
stillness.

Come among us now through the power of your Spirit, that we may be
transformed into your image, and that these gifts of bread and wine may
become for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; who at
supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread
and gave it to them saying,

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup.

Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,

Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
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Lord’s Prayer
P
C

God of dreams and prophecy send down upon us

Your gifts of wisdom, knowledge, and faith; of healing, discernment, and
interpretation, that your church may be built up in the likeness of your
Son.

Let anyone who is hungry find in you the bread of life, and anyone who
is thirsty find in you rivers of living water.

Speak your word to all who are alone and in fear or despair, and let each
one of your children hear your voice in their own language, whether that
language be art or science, work or play.

Sanctify your groaning creation, that your universe may breathe your
breath and be filled with your life anew, that we may love what you love,
and do what you would do, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, ever one God.
Amen.

Let us join our hearts and voices and pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil,
for the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Receive the risen Lord.
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save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

made: give

us your pcace,we  pray.

Distribution Music  Evangelical Lutheran Worship #470
Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether

Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,
bless you and keep you in God’s grace.

C Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
P Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us

and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,
C Amen.
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Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
*+ bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

Closing Hymn Evangelical Lutheran Worship #400
God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind

Dismissal
P Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Thank you to all who served today:
Acolyte: Jessica Clarke / Morrigan Clarke
Usher/Greeter: Andrew Carlson
Fellowship: Clarke Family
Altar Guild: Nancy Durie / Lisa Schott

A special thanks to Victoria Chow for providing music today as Doug is in
Nebraska for a family graduation.

The chancel flowers are given this morning to the Glory of God
from the Carlson family in celebration of Abigail and David Amaya’s Wedding.
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We Remember in Our Prayers...
We Remember in Our Prayers
Our Community, Our Nation, and Our World
All people impacted by war and violence
Refugees and immigrants throughout the world

Those receiving treatment
Audrey Oehm
Margaret Frantz

Those who desire our prayers
Mo Clarke

Karlfried Froehlich

Ellie Crawford

Carol Baldessari

Megan and David Patterson
Anne Patterson

Family and Friends

Sam Nielsen, member of our Joyful Noise Community
Theresa Mazzacua, friend of Julia

Sharon Flynn, friend of Nancy Reyes

Barbara Herbert, mother of Shari Rexroad

The family of Jeanette Lawrence, family of Caitlyn Reyes

The family of Anne Peterson, mother of Christine Duque-Peterson

Jeff Stoolman, friend of Joan New

John Felipe, friend of Nancy Reyes

Laura Schlosser, Liz Zarillo’s sister-in-law

Velisa, friend of Claudia Thompson

Aaron Loucks, family of Ruth Loucks and Wendy Schutzer
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We Remember in Our Prayers... cont’d.
Family and Friends
Benadetta Lambert, friend of Con Sweeney
Fred Schott, father of Lisa Schott
Bob, friend of Elizabeth Wagner
Jim Baldessari, nephew of Carol Baldessari
Jane Livingston, friend of Berta and Lisa Schott
Heather, friend of Becky Resch
Pat Riley, friend of Barbara Kelly
Karly Leonard, niece of Barbara Kelly
Christian Sturm, brother-in-law to Nancy Reyes
Bobbie Aycock, friend of the Oehms
Gerald McBrearity, brother of Frank
Ella Dowdy, sister of Liz Zarillo
Niesi, friend of Stephanie Cuddahy
Becky Terranova, relative of Stephanie Cuddahy
Denise Wadames, friend of Nancy Reyes
Shelly Greene, a member of our online community

Those who serve in the military

COL Karl Wethe, USMC
Sergeant Sam Shalkowski US Army, friend of Cynthia Reyes
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
This Week
8:30 Outdoor Service in the Outdoor Chapel. A half hour worship of Word and
Sacrament. This service will continue up to June 7th.

Adult Class: Next Sunday 5.31.26 Pastor Peter will share some final thoughts on Prince of
Peace, our ministry and our life together.

Baptisms next Sunday. Help us celebrate with the Chindha family upon the baptisms of
Mimi and Vaan.

Upcoming Events

June 14 — Pastor Peter’s last Sunday at Prince of Peace. Bishop Christa Compton will be
with us to preside at the Thanksgiving at the Conclusion of a Call. Michelle and Mike Conk
are planning a champagne Brunch for after worship (see the signup in the g

athering area soon). There will be words of remembrance and toasts. If you have any pic-
tures you would like to share, they can be dropped in this Google drive (Pictures of Pastor
Peter) or physical pictures can be left in the office.

Service Opportunities
Pastor Peter is cleaning out his bookshelves. There is a table in the Narthex with books
free for taking.

Worship volunteer opportunities for this Sunday and following Sundays can be found
here: https://bit.ly/pop-sunday-signup.

POP's Immigration Ministry needs volunteers and donations. I-RISE (Interfaith Refugee
and Resettlement Services and Empowerment) continues to serve our immigrant neigh-
bors in numerous ways. With funding cuts, there's even more need for volunteers to help
with learning English or basic laptop use, drivers to deliver food bags, take them to ap-
pointments or to help them practice driving, or mentors to work with a 15-24 year old. Our
volunteer team works directly with a Haitian family of 7 in Trenton as well as supporting
other services and events through the Trenton office. Summer Camp Scholarship sponsors
or gift cards for Uber, Lyft, Shoprite, Walmart, Visa or Mastercard and donations of gently
used household goods or seasonal clothing are always needed. For these and other ways
to help, see team members Joan New, Cathy Corcoran, Lisa Schott, or Nancy Reyes or
email nancyauerreyes@gmail.com.

Monthly Food Donation for St. Bart's Throughout the month of May we are collecting rice
and beans for St. Bart's. Please place your donation on the table in the narthex. If the
church is closed, please leave your food offering in the bin outside of the Community Wing
entrance. Thank you for your generosity.
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Peace Garden - POP’s Peace Garden volunteers have already planted many seeds and seed-
lings donated by Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PHS) to help us feed the needy of Tren-
ton through Enid's Food Pantry at St. Barts. In just a few weeks we'll be supplying them with
fresh produce! Volunteers are ALWAYS needed - NO experience necessary...Join us when-
ever you can...for an hour or more...Tuesdays and/or Fridays, from 10-12 for now but earlier
as the temperatures rise. Contact Shari Rexroad, our Master Gardener,

at srexroad915@gmail.com to be added to our email group for scheduling changes and an-
nouncements or JUST COME!

Weekly Opportunities

Prayer Circle - Fridays from 1:30pm-2:30pm on Zoom As members of the Body of Christ, we
are a people of prayer. All are welcome as our Prayer Circle gathers weekly for discussion,
reflection, and prayer. The Zoom link for this ministry is sent, along with our prayer list, every
Thursday via an email communication titled “Pray With Us”. Come once; come weekly!

Christian Focus - Wednesdays from 11:30am-1:00pm Christian Focus welcomes new mem-
bers. We meet every Wednesday at 11:30 in the lounge. Bring a lunch if desired.

Each session lasts until around 1 p.m.

At the present time we are viewing and discussing a video series on the New Testa-

ment. The lecturer is Amy Jill Levine, a prominent Jewish professor. Each 30 minute video
focuses on a different aspect of the New Testament including the Gospels, the letters of Paul
and Revelation. It is interesting to get a different perspective. If you are interested in joining
us, contact Phyllis Church at p.church@mindspring.com

Joyful Stitchers - Mondays at 7:00pm on Zoom Every week Joyful Stitchers, PoP’s stitching
arts group, spends an hour knitting, crocheting and socializing. All are welcome to join us. If
you don’t know how to knit or crochet and would like to learn, we can teach you! We have
experienced knitters and crocheters who are happy to help anyone learn; and we have a
good stash of yarn, needles, and crochet hooks to get you started. If you would like to join us,
please contact Kate Chen at kemchen@comcast.net.

Worship Assistants - Sundays at 9:30am We are always happy to have a variety of people
participate in worship on Sunday mornings. You are welcome to serve as acolytes, lectors,
ushers, greeters, prayer ministers and fellowship hosts. Please sign up at: https://bit.ly/pop-
sunday-signup. The liturgy is the work of the people. We can’t do it without you! Thank you.

2025 Flower Chart The 2025 Flower Chart has numerous opportunities to designate altar
flowers throughout the year. All are invited to remember a loved one or celebrate a special
occasion by placing flowers on the altar. The flower chart is hanging on the bulletin board
outside of the Church Office. The cost is $45.00. Thank you for enhancing our worship and
adding to the beauty of our sanctuary.
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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Practicing Resurrection With Gratitude and Grace

177 Princeton-Hightstown Road
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550
Church Office: 609-799-1753

E-Mail: email@popnj.org
Web site: www.popnj.org
Rev. Peter Froehlke, Pastor

Office: 609-799-1753
Cell:  908-797-7339
Email: pastor@popnj.org

Rev. Dale Selover, Director of the House Next Door
Cell: 908-797-7336
Email: hnd@popnj.org
Website: www.housenextdoornj.org

Dr. R. Douglas Helvering, Minister of Music
Sherri Daniels, Parish Administrator
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Please use this QR code to donate to Prince of Peace
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