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Gather 

 
 
Prelude  
 
Welcome 
 
An Invitation to Lent 
  P  On Ash Wednesday, with a day of fasting and repentance, we begin our forty-day journey toward 
    Easter. Marking our foreheads with dust or water, we acknowledge that we die and return to the 
    earth. At the same time, the mark traces the life-giving cross that was indelibly placed on our  
    foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already been  
    reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we  
    rejoice  that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally 
    bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 
 
Invocation 
  P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
    the keeper of the covenant, 
    the source of steadfast love, 
    our rock and our redeemer.  
  C  Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
  P  Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all  
    who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we  
    may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus 
    Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
    forever.  
  C  Amen.   
 
 

Word 
 

 
First Reading Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
  sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 
 Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 
  for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near— 
 a day of darkness and gloom, 
  a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
 Like blackness spread upon the mountains 
  a great and powerful army comes; 
 their like has never been from of old, 
  nor will be again after them 
  in ages to come. 
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   Yet even now, says the Lord, 
  return to me with all your heart, 
 with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
  rend your hearts and not your clothing. 
 Return to the Lord, your God, 
  for he is gracious and merciful, 
 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
  and relents from punishing. 
 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
  and leave a blessing behind him, 
 a grain offering and a drink offering 
  for the Lord, your God? 
 

 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
  sanctify a fast; 
 call a solemn assembly; 
  gather the people. 
 Sanctify the congregation; 
  assemble the aged; 
 gather the children, 
  even infants at the breast. 
 Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
  and the bride her canopy. 
 

 Between the vestibule and the altar 
  let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep. 
   Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord, 
  and do not make your heritage a mockery, 
     a byword among the nations. 
 Why should it be said among the peoples, 
  ‘Where is their God?’   
 

  L  Word of God, word of Life. 
  C  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 51:1-12 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my offenses, 
and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
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 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins, 
and blot out all my wickedness. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
 
Homily 
  
Hymn of the Day  

Restore in Us, O God  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
 P Most holy and merciful God, 
 C we confess to you and to one another, 
  and before the whole company of heaven, 
  that we have sinned by our fault, 
  by our own fault, 
  by our own most grievous fault, 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

 P We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our 
  neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
 C Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

OneLicense #A700494 
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 P We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the 
  mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
 C Have mercy on us, O God. 

 P Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, 
  we confess to you. 
 C Have mercy on us, O God. 

 P Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to 
  you. 
 C Have mercy on us, O God. 

 P Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we  
  confess to you. 
 C Have mercy on us, O God. 

 P Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we 
  confess to you. 
 C Have mercy on us, O God. 

 P Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and 
  contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
 C Have mercy on us, O God. 

 P Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after 
  us, we confess to you. 
 C Have mercy on us, O God. 

 P Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
 C Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

Signing with Ashes 
 Persons living together may sign each other on the forehead and persons living alone may mark  
 their own forehead. while these words are said: 
 

  “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  
 
 P Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
  that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
  By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
  bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
Prayers 
 P On this Ash Wednesday, we pray for the church and for all in need. Let these bids encourage 
  our spoken or silent prayers. 

  Let us pray for the church throughout the world. 

  Let us pray for our congregation. 

  Let us pray for everyone who is preparing for baptism at Easter. 
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   Let us pray for the health of plants and animals. 

  Let us pray for all who care for the earth. 

  Let us pray for peace throughout the world. 

  Let us pray for an increase of justice in our land. 

  Let us pray for a spirit of concord throughout our society. 

  Let us pray for the hungry, the homeless, the unemployed. 

  Let us pray for the end of this pandemic. 

  Let us pray for all who are sick or suffering. 

  Let us pray for all who today will die. 

  Let us pray for the desires of our hearts. 

  Let us thank God for all who have gone before us in the faith. 

  Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 
  through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 C Amen.  
 
Hymn 

Be Though My Vision 
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Closing Prayer 

 P Let us pray. 
  Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of  
  baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from  
  self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus 
  Christ,  our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
  now and forever.  
 C Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 P Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 C Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, 
   your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
   who sin against us. 
   Save us from the time of trial 
   and deliver us from evil, 
   for the kingdom, the power, 
   and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Sending 
 
 

Blessing 
 P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. 
 C Amen. 
 
Postlude 
 

Public Domain 
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Lent at Prince of Peace… Treasure  in Clay Jars 
  
 
  
Service of the Word 
Sundays at 9:30 am 
Livestreamed on the PoP Facebook page 
 
Lenten Midweek 
Livestream Holden Evening Prayer Wednesdays at  
7:30 p.m., via our FaceBook page, beginning February 24 
  
Lenten Retreat    
Thursday, February 25, 10 a.m. - noon on Zoom.  
Please register at hnd@popnj.org to receive a zoom invitation. 
 
Sabbath Rest 
Join us for a contemplative hour on Sundays at 11:00 a.m.  The season of Lent is a journey 
from brokenness to wholeness. We will use the stories of scripture to guide us in a time of 
reflection and sharing.  
 
Sunday, February 28 and Wednesday, March 3 
Empty Jars - Elisha and the Widow’s Oil  
 
Sunday, March 7 and Wednesday, March 10 
Leaving Our Jars Behind - The Woman at the Well  
 
Sunday, March 14 and Wednesday, March 17 
My Jar Overflows - Psalm 23  
 
Sunday, March 21 and Wednesday, March 24  
Jars for Anointing - The Woman Who Anointed Jesus  
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Praying People 
 

Everyone is invited to offer their prayer concerns out loud during the Prayers of the Church. 
There will be an opportunity to speak individual names and concerns during the prayer  
petitions offered by the pastor or assisting minister. 
 

In addition, the following names and situations will be sent to you weekly in an updated email.  
 

Praying People Prayer List as of Thursday, February 11, 2021. 
Please pray for the following people and situations this week:       
…reasons to give thanks  
for Pastor Froehlke, Pastor Selover, and the Prince of Peace Staff 
for our Congregation Council  
 

…for those who grieve 
family and friends of Renee Carroll (friend of Nancy Reyes); Bruce Stone (friend of Kevin 
Nowak); David Wirth (friend of Berta Schott); Jim Peto (colleague of Megan Peterson); Harald 
Bisgaard Jr. (friend of the Somers family) 
 

...for those who are ill or hospitalized 
Nick, James and Sheree Lally (Nancy Reyes' son-in-law and his grandparents); Bob Reierson; 
Holly Koblish (friend of Nancy Reyes);  Keith McDaid (friend of the Peterson family); Krista  
Hollinger (friend of the Peterson family); Peter Safranek; Theresa and John Ardito (friends of 
Berta Shott); Ellie Crawford; Liz Zarillo; Maureen Reyes (cousin of John Reyes) 
 

 …others for whom we should pray 
those working to take care of COVID19 patients; the Win family and those in Myanmar dealing 
with social unrest; the D'Allessandro family (friends of Megan Peterson); Cathie Balgowan;  
Millie Gonia (Joan New’s mother); Lois Auer (aunt of Nancy Reyes)  
 

all the unemployed and the underemployed 
all who struggle with addictions and all who seek to help them 
all those who serve in the Armed Forces, their loved ones and friends - LTCOL Karl Wethe, 
USMC and family 
all those who travel   
 

Prayer 
Lord God, through Christ the light of your glory shines. Grant strength to those who are  
struggling, embracing them with your merciful presence. Give us upright and loving hearts that 
we may lift up all those around us. We pray in the name of Jesus, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit. Amen.   
    
Please help us to keep our list of prayer concerns up to date by letting us know when someone should be  
removed. Names will be removed after one month. Please email or call the church to have a name put back on 
the list if needed.    
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Joyful Disciples Living the Faith! 
 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
177 Princeton-Hightstown Road 

Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 
Church Office: 609-799-1753 

E-Mail: email@popnj.org 
Web site:  www.popnj.org 

 
 

 Rev. Peter Froehlke, Pastor 
  Office:  609-799-1753 
   Cell:   908-797-7339 
   Home:  609-785-5366 
   Email:  pastor@popnj.org  
 

 Rev. Dale Selover, Director of the House Next Door 
  Cell: 908-797-7336 
  Email: hnd@popnj.org 
 

      Kayla Hopgood, Vicar 
      Dr. R. Douglas Helvering, Minister of Music 
      Rebecca Laabs, Field Education Student 
      Kathy Nowak, Parish Administrator        


