
Worship in May
Worship with Holy Communion at 8:30

In person/Livestream Worship at 9:30 am
 https://www.facebook.com/popnjchurch

May 7 
        5th Sunday of Easter   

 Pulpit Exchange with Pastor  
 Serena Rice preaching    

 I Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life 

May 14 
                   6th Sunday of Easter    

Pastor Peter Preaching 
If you love me, you will keep my commandments 

May 21 
            7th Sunday of Easter           

Jamie Bruesehoff  Preaching 
                   May they be one, as we are one   

           
      May 28  

Pentecost Sunday 
Kayla Hopgood Preaching 

 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit  
                  

            

May 2023 

Tidings of Peace

Easter Season Themes

Pastor Page

The Adult Class and Pastor Class will tackle 
some Emely topics in May.   

Pastor Class will begin an ongoing series I am 
calling “The Banned Books Club.”  In preparing I 
soon found out that this is not original.  There is 
a Banned Book Club at the Kutztown 
Pennsylvania Middle School led by an 8th 
grader, Joselyn Deffenbaugh, who is leading a 
discussion on George Orwell’s Animal Farm.   

In my announcements last Sunday I said that 
books are to be read and not to be banned.  
This does not mean we have to agree with 
these books, or even read them, but they 
should be available for all to read in our public 
libraries.  Banning books has always been about 
suppressing voices on the margins, voices that 
need to be heard. 

The banned book I have chosen to discuss for 
Pastor Class in May is The 1619 Project.  The 
book is a collecEon of essays building off a New 
York Times Magazine  issue in August 2019, 
establishing African American history, which 
began in 1619, when African American slaves 
first landed on our shores.  The project is led by 
Nikole Hannah-Jones, a New York Times  
journalist who argues that our country’s origin 
began not with the American RevoluEon, but 
with the landing of African Americans on our 
shores, which has and conEnues to have a 
profound effect on who we have become as a 
naEon.   

PoliEcians and state legislators have accused  
The 1619 Project of pu_ng ideology ahead of 
history, which is their reason to ban the book.  
Well let’s read it and see what we think.   

ConHnued on Page 2 
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Tidings, the newsleaer of Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church, is published monthly. 
ArEcles, story ideas, and comments can be 
emailed to rclarecarlson@aol.com. 

Deadline for the June issue is Sunday, May 21 

Staff and Officers of Prince of 
Peace

Rev. Peter Froehlke, Pastor 
Rev. Dale Selover, Director of The House 

Next Door 
Dr. Doug Helvering, Minister of Music 

Victoria Chow, Church Musician 
Geeta Telang, Office Manager 

Dorothy Safranek, Financial Secretary 

Congregational Council
Tim Gjenvick (President) 

Joan New (Vice President) 
Jessica Clarke 

Mary Ellen Glickson 
David Jeedi 

ChrisEan Oehm 
Dorothy Safranek 
Wendy Schutzer 

Con Sweeney 
Claudia Thompson 

David New, Secretary (non-voEng)

We now have a Lost and Found box in the 
church.   Joan Prins has aptly designated it as “I 
once was Lost but now I’m Found”.   It is located 

in the hallway on the way to the community 
room. 

If you have lei anything at the church please 
check out the box.   Anything lei for a long 
period of Eme will be donated to a charity.   

Eyeglasses and things of value will be placed in 
the Office. 

Thank You Joan!

I Once Was Lost But Now I’m Found

The Adult Class in May will welcome two guests 
speaking on becoming a Reconciling in Christ 
congregaEon.  Pastor Serena Rice is pastor of 
Abiding Peace Lutheran Church in Budd Lake.  
Pastor Rice has a long history of advocaEng for 
LGBTQ rights and has recently led her 
congregaEon through the RIC process.  Pastor 
Rice will lead worship, preach, and lead the 
Adult Class on May 7th while Pastor Peter 
travels to Budd Lake to lead Abiding Peace’s 
worship.   

On May 21st, Jamie Bruesehoff will preach and 
lead our Adult Class.  Jamie is an openly queer 
woman married to a Lutheran pastor and mom 
to three spirited children, including a sixteen-
year-old transgender daughter.  She is 
passionate about sharing her family’s story, 
because she believes our stories are bridges to 
understanding, compassion, and celebraEon.  
Jamie advocates for LGBTQ youth and adults 
creaEng opportuniEes for learning and 
conversaEon in schools, churches, camps, 
workplaces, and beyond. 

I look forward to all of these worship and 
educaEonal events.  They convince me that in a 
world of many cacophonous voices seeking to 
quiet those on the margins, the church is called 
to witness and be faithful to the gospel.  I 
encourage your parEcipaEon. 

Pastor Froehlke 

Pastor Page (continued)



Book Group
If interested in joining the book club,

please contact Phyllis Church at 
609-799-0723 or p.church@mindspring.com
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Please note: We will now be meeting at 1 pm. Please 
bring your lunch and/or a snack for others to share.

Thursday, May 11 at 1 pm
In the Church Lounge

Circling the Sun by Paula McLain 

                   McLain's ficEonal biography  
                          tells the story of Beryl  
                          Markham from her growing up 
                         years in Africa during the  
                         BriEsh colonial period to her  
                         success as a female aviator. It  
                         depicts the vivid beauty of 

Africa during that period and Beryl's many 
friendships, marriages and lovers. Strong and 
independent, Beryl became the first licensed 
BriEsh colonial horse trainer and in 1936 
became the first woman to fly solo across the 
AtlanEc from Europe to America. 

Thursday, June 8, at 1 p.m.
          In the church lounge

This is Happiness by Niall Williams  

This beauEful, lyrical  
novel by Irish writer  
Niall Williams is a  
change of pace for  
our book club.  The  
narrator is 78-year  
old Noe Crowe, who  
tells the story of the spring and summer he 
spent with his grandparents in a ficEEous Irish 
village back in 1958 when he was 17. It’s a story 
about electricity coming to rural Ireland, but it is 
also a story about the intensity of young love 
and the significance of friendship, grandparents, 
Irish families, and life in the countryside.

The Church Council last met on Tuesday, April 18, 
2023. We heard reports from Pastors Peter and 
Dale. New contracts and fees for the use of our 
building were approved. These were updated by 
the Building Use Team of ChrisEan Oehm, Dorothy 
Safranek, and Con Sweeney. Con Sweeney updated 
us on the progress of the Reconciling in Christ 
process that we are undertaking, which is currently 
in the educaEon phase. We also reviewed the 
progress of Building Repair Fund. In March the 
church council established the fund to help pay for 
the essenEal replacement of the parking lot, as 
without doing that our insurance would be 
cancelled. In addiEon we need to address water 
leakage into the church by sealing the roof over the 
entrance to the church, replacing the guaers, and 
creaEng a rain garden in the center of the circle in 
front of church to reduce flooding there.  In 
addiEon, the dishwasher in the kitchen no longer 
works so it needs to be replaced. All these repairs 
were idenEfied as criEcal by our property team.  

The esEmated cost of all these projects is $72,200. 
So far, thanks to the generosity of our members, we 
have received about $55,000. We are thus very 
near the amount of $56,700 we need to pay for the 
parking lot repair, but we need to have the money 
in our account before we can start work on that 
project. 

In order so we can make all the repairs we need an 
addiEonal $17,200. For those who have not yet 
contributed please consider giving to help maintain 
our church building for us and all the users of it. 

Tim Gjenvick, Council President

April Council 

Work begins on the Parking Lot

mailto:p.church@mindspring.com
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Lutherans and other hymn-lovers may be 
surprised to learn how many of our favorite 
hymns come from medieval texts.  Can anything 
good come out of the “Dark Ages”?    MarEn 
Luther thought so; he adopted and adapted 
mulEple hymn texts from the Middle Ages, both 
LaEn and German.  This series will explore 
examples of pre-ReformaEon hymn texts, in their 
historical contexts and sequence. 

 The word “medieval,” parallel to 
“primeval,” means the Middle Ages.  But, middle 
of what?  To the fiieenth-century Renaissance 
authors who coined the term, history had three 
parts:  a glorious ancient past, its “Re-birth” in 
their own Eme, and something dismal in between, 
an unenlightened middle era.  The first part (500–
1100) of the Middle Ages has even been called the 
Dark Ages, but some luminous hymn texts from 
that Eme tesEfy otherwise.  The mighty Te Deum, 
partly preserved in “Holy God, We Praise Your 
Name” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship 414, see 
also ELW 227–28), stems from early in this period, 
anonymous in source and majesEc in scope.  Our 
Palm Sunday processionals use “All Glory, Laud, 
and Honor” (ELW 344) by Theodulph of Orléans 
(ca 760–821), a BenedicEne abbot from Spain who 
also served as a bishop in Charlemagne’s realm. 

The monasEc Order of Saint Benedict also frames 
the classic early medieval Pentecost hymn “Come, 
Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire” (tr. John Cosin, 
Lutheran Book of Worship 472–73), probably by 
Rhabanus Maurus (776–856), a German abbot 
and then bishop.  It is also known as “Creator 
Spirit, Heavenly Dove” (ELW 577–78) and in many 
other translaEons, including one by the English 
poet John Dryden.  Luther himself translated this 
LaEn hymn into German (see Luther’s Works 53: 
260–62) and put it in the first Lutheran hymnals in 
1524, along with two other late medieval German 
hymns about the Holy Spirit which he expanded 
into “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” (ELW 395) 
and “Now to the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray” (ELW 
743).   

“Creator Spirit,” the ELW version that merges 
various prior translaEons, begins with a perhaps 
surprising Etle, Creator Spiritus.  God’s Spirit as 
the Creator echoes Psalm 104.30 (“When you 
send forth your spirit, they are created”) as well as 
Genesis 1.2 (“the spirit/wind of God over the face 
of the waters”).  The Comforter, the “gii of God” 
that Jesus had promised, is the “fire of love” and 
“the soul’s anoinEng from above” of Pentecost   

OUR MEDIEVAL HYMNS

“Come, Creator Spirit” itself (stanza 2, Acts 2).  In the medieval BenedicEne 
context of daily prayers, this was a morning hymn at 
the third hour of the day (9 AM), when God’s Spirit 
first came upon and filled the apostles. 

The third stanza brims with scriptural allusions, some 
of them crypEc to us.   
In you, with graces sevenfold,  
we God’s almighty hand behold.   
The “graces sevenfold” refer to the giis of the Spirit 
in Isaiah 11, such as “wisdom and understanding, 
counsel and might,” as sEll used in our prayer at 
ConfirmaEon.  Why call the Holy Spirit “God’s 
almighty hand,” literally, a “finger on God’s right 
hand”?  Jesus had said that his power of exorcising 
demons was by the finger of God in Luke 11.20 and 
by the Spirit of God in Maahew 12.28, leading some 
German preachers in that Eme to call the Spirit the 
finger of God!  ConEnuing stanza three, the “tongues 
of fire proclaim to all the world,” another echo of 
Pentecost and of Jesus’s promise in Maahew that 
when the disciples tesEfy, it will be the “Spirit of your 
Father speaking through you” (Maahew 10.20).  For 
generaEons of preachers from the Middle Ages to the 
present, this Emeless text with its historic melody has 
been their prayer at ordinaEon. 

Stanza six hints at a doctrinal dispute between the 
LaEn and Greek theologians when Rhabanus was 
Archbishop of Mainz.   

               Teach us to know the Father, Son,  
                       and you, of both, to be but one.  

To claim that the Holy Spirit is “of both” the Father 
and the Son (see also John 15.26 and Romans 8.9) 
seems to favor the LaEn addiEon to the Nicene 
Creed, that the Holy Spirit “proceeds from the Father 
and the Son” (filioque).  The Eastern Orthodox 
defended the original wording, maintaining that the 
eternal source of the Spirit is the Father alone.  
Centuries of dialogue have not yet resolved this 
church-dividing  issue.  However, the main point of 
this line is that faith is a gii, that God’s Spirit grants 
us to know the Father and the Son.  As Luther’s Small 
Catechism says, we cannot on our own believe in 
Jesus Christ, but the Holy Spirit has called and 
enlightened us, keeping us in the faith and in 
communion with the whole ChrisEan church, with its 
long history including the Middle Ages. 

By Paul Rorem 
PROFESSOR OF MEDIEVAL CHURCH HISTORY, 
EMERITUS 
Princeton Theological Seminary
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Cinco de Mayo (Spanish for "Fiih of May") is a yearly celebraEon held on May 5th, which 
commemorates the anniversary of Mexico's victory over the Second French Empire at the Baale of 
Puebla in 1862, led by General Ignacio Zaragoza.  The victory over the French army was a morale 
boost for the Mexicans.   
InteresEngly, Cinco de Mayo is more popular in the United States than Mexico and has become 
associated with the celebraEon of Mexican-American culture.  CelebraEons began in California, where 
they have been observed annually since 1863.  The day gained naEonwide popularity beyond those of 
Mexican-American heritage in the 1980s due to adverEsing campaigns by beer, wine, and tequila 
companies; today, Cinco de Mayo generates beer sales on par with the Super Bowl.  In Mexico, the 
commemoraEon of the baale conEnues to be mostly ceremonial, such as through military parades or 
baale reenactments.  The city of Puebla marks the event with various fesEvals and reenactments of 
the baale. 
Cinco de Mayo is someEmes mistaken for Mexico's Independence Day—the most important naEonal 
holiday in Mexico—which is celebrated on September 16, commemoraEng the Cry of Dolores in 1810, 
which iniEated the war of Mexican independence from Spain.  Cinco de Mayo has been referenced 
and featured in entertainment media, and has become an increasingly global celebraEon of Mexican 
culture, cuisine, and heritage. 
In a 1998 study in the Journal of American Culture it was reported that there were more than 120 
official US celebraEons of Cinco de Mayo in 21 different states.  An update in 2006 found that the 
number of official Cinco de Mayo events was 150 or more, according to José Alamillo, a professor of 
ethnic studies at Washington State University in Pullman, who has studied the cultural impact of 
Cinco de Mayo north of the border.  Los Angeles' Fiesta Broadway has been billed as the largest Cinco 
de Mayo celebraEon in the world, which it most certainly was at its peak in the 1990s when it 
aaracted crowds of 500,000 or more. In recent years aaendance has seen a dramaEc decrease.  This 
sadly is a story of loss and of gentrificaEon at its most jarringly obvious, as high-rent condos and slow-
pour coffee stands spread through a neighborhood once dominated by discount department stores, 
commercial wedding chapels and bouEques selling quinceañera dresses. 
On June 7, 2005, the United States Congress issued a concurrent resoluEon calling on the President of 
the United States to issue a proclamaEon calling upon the people of the United States to observe 
Cinco de Mayo with appropriate ceremonies and acEviEes.  To celebrate, many display Cinco de Mayo 
banners while school districts hold special events to educate students about its historical significance. 
Special events and celebraEons highlight Mexican culture, especially in its music and regional dancing. 

World Holidays & Celebrations – Cinco de Mayo
May 2023
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Thank you to all who contributed in any way to 
the Easter Food Drive for families and senior 
ciEzens in the care of Lutheran Social Ministries 
of New Jersey (LSM/NJ)! Beth Gebhart of LSM/
NJ was overjoyed to pick up the 20 bags of 
groceries, the generous number of grocery store 
gii cards, and the Easter greeEng cards that 
were gathered. The food bags will provide non-
perishable food, including some fun goodies, 
and the grocery store gii cards will enable the 
recipients to purchase fresh meat and other 
perishables needed to have a fesEve, 
wholesome Easter meal. Some of the grocery 
store gii cards will go to senior ciEzens who 
don't need a complete food bag, so that they 
can buy what they need for their Easter meal.  

Thank you for your generosity in sharing your 
God-given giis with those who are hungry 
throughout the state of New Jersey. Lutheran 
Social Ministries thanks you very much, also. 
God's Work;  Our Hands! 

Have a most blessed Easter and beyond and 
thank you again, 
The Social Ministry Outreach Team and LSM/NJ! 
Berta Schoa, on behalf of the Prince of Peace 
Social Outreach Ministry Team 

Also see the thank you leaer at the right  
from Beth Gebhart, Director Community 
RelaEons & Volunteers, Lutheran Social Services.

Easter Food Drive for Lutheran Social 
Ministries of NJ (LSM/NJ) a Wonderful Success

St. Bart's is sEll in need of donaEons of food, clothing, and 
small household items. Suggested food items are non-
perishables like rice, beans, pasta, tuna and other canned 
meats, canned fruits and vegetables, cereal, peanut buaer, 
jelly, and the like. Any size and season of clothing will be 
appreciated, too. ContribuEons may be placed in, or beside, 
the St. Bart's bins outside the white doors near the 
Community Room at any Eme. To give monetary donaEons, 
make a check out to Prince of Peace and earmark it St. 
Bart's/Food,Clothing. Checks may be placed in the offering 
plate or mailed to the Prince of Peace office at 177 
Princeton-Hightstown Road, Princeton Jct., NJ 08550. 

Thank you for conEnuing to share your giis with these 
fellow children of God. 
Berta Schoa, for the Social Outreach Ministry Team and St. 
Bart’s.

Remember to Donate Food, Clothing, and Small
 Household Items for St. Bart's



Parish Care News — May 2023

Amazing - April has gone by so quickly.  
We are thankful for a BeauEful Easter 
Season. 
  
As May begins we conEnue with our monthly 
mailings - SPLASH (to families with infants to 
3 yr olds), Hope through Healing (to families  
who have lost  loved ones); weekly Sunday 
bulleEns.  If you would like to include 
someone please let us know. 

Care Notes, prayer squares and prayer cards 
are in breezeway to take. 
Care Notes are booklets with inspiraEonal 
messages for many different life situaEons.  
They are displayed in the gathering area and 
are for folks to take and read and/or pass 
them along to others that might enjoy the 
message. 

Easter Wishes were mailed to our 
homebound/senior resident church family. 
Thank you to folks that were able to include a 
message. 
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Prince of Peace
Reconciling in Christ - Educational & Informational 

The following are the educational events planned by the Reconciling in Christ core team 

Venue Date Subject Speaker Notes

Zoom 
session

May 3rd 
(W)

Why this 
Group?

Jesse Hershberger
• Jesse is a seminarian at 

Princeton Theological 
Seminary

In person at 
POP

May 7th 
(Su)

ELCA 
Teachings Pastor Serena Rice

• Pulpit switch with Pastor Peter 
• Pastor Serena will lead the 

service, preach and conduct 
the Adult Forum 

In person at 
POP

May 21st 
(Su)

RiC EducaEon 
Day

Jamie Bruesehoff • Jamie will preach and lead the 
Adult Forum

Spring is here and we are thinking about 
confirmaEon and graduaEons. 
We will be honoring our graduates in June. If you 
are graduaEng this spring please share some 
informaEon about you – where you are graduaEng 
from and what you might be up to aier 
graduaEon.  Please leave the details with the 
church office or with the Parish Care Team. 

TransportaEon Needs: 
If you can help with ge_ng folks to and fro 
 please let me know. 
  
Many thanks for all your care and support of our 
ministry. 

Martha Winder       609-799-7280 
maw14jpw@aol.com 

mailto:maw14jpw@aol.com
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Saturday, May 6, 
2023 

 • Drum Circle at Noon • Walk as 
One at 1 pm. 

 At the Labyrinth at the House Next Door 
A global celebration of the labyrinth on the 

first Saturday in May 

Please park at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
177 Princeton-Hightstown Road 

The Labyrinth at the House Next Door is an 11-circuit 
Chartres Labyrinth listed on the InternaEonal 
Labyrinth Registry. It is easily accessible from sunrise 
to sundown for the purpose of meditaEon, relaxaEon, 
and spiritual discernment.  Visit us at 
www.housenextdoornj.org or haps://
www.facebook.com/HouseNextDoorNJ/.  All are 
welcome.  
Live in peace ~ Walk in harmony ~ Breathe with 
awareness. 

Cathy Campanaro, a trained drumming leader, will 
lead a drum circle at noon. The worldwide labyrinth 
walk will begin at 1 pm, as it does at that Eme in Eme 
zones around the world when walkers join ‘to 
promote a wave of peaceful energy.’ 

Drums will be available for the drum circle, or 
parEcipants can bring their own. No experience is 
necessary. 

 
1/2 Day or Full Day Retreat 
Friday, May 19, 2023 
8:30am -11:30am or bring/purchase lunch and spend the 
aMernoon at the house on the grounds for prayer, silence 
and reflecHon 

LOCATION 
The House Next Door 
177 Princeton Hightstown Road 
Princeton JuncHon, NJ. 08550 

The morning greets the dawn.  For many, a morning Eme of 
prayer begins the day.  In the BenedicEne Hours, there is a 
tradiEon of set Eme for daily pracEce of prayer.  The 9am 
call to prayer is referred to as Terce.  This morning, we will 
spend some contemplaEve Eme in prayer and listening as 
we read through some Scripture and wriEngs that will help 
us explore how the gii of morning prayer enriches our 
lives.   This reflecEon Eme will be filled by an opportunity 
for the creaEve pracEce of visual art and wriEng. 

Everyone is welcome - there ’s no requirement for arEsEc 
experience or skill.  All materials will be provided. 

Cost:  sliding scale suggest $25-$35 

Led by Pat Pickard, Spiritual Director + Graphic Designer 
Coffee at 8:30,  we will begin at 9am. 

For informaEon to register, send an email to 
hnd@popnj.org.   
RegistraEon ends on Tuesday, May 16, 2023 

*Parking is available at “the church next door”, Prince of 
Peace Lutheran Church 

World 
Labyrinth 

Day 



177 Princeton-Hightstown Road 
Princeton Junc7on NJ 08550 

Church Office:  609-799-1753 
E-Mail:  email@popnj.org 
Website: popnj.org 

Sunday Schedule 
Worship at 8:30 am (In Person) 

And 9:30 am (In Person/Livestream) 

Office Hours 
Office hours vary 

Latest details can be found in the Sunday bulle7n 
Or at hWps://popnj.org/pdf


